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Irom the time 
plans were con- 
ceived for the 
establishment of an English colony 
in Virginia, it was intended that the 
settlement would be a full-fledged 


and faith of an ancient church. 

The first place of worship at James¬ 
town was a simple shrine in the forest 
covered with a tattered sailcloth. 
Captain John Smith described the 
temporary structure: 




Holy Communion Service at Jamestown, June 21, 1607. 


Parish of the Church of England, an 
overseas extension of the ancient Di¬ 
ocese of London. All vicars and 
priests sent to Jamestown were of the 
Anglican faith, and the Church of 
England was the official church of 
the colony for over a century and a 
half, from 1607 until the outbreak 
of the American Revolution. 

In their strong oak chests the set¬ 
tlers brought to the Virginia wilder¬ 
ness the incomparable liturgy of the 
Book of Common Prayer and the 
Bible in the English language. At 
Jamestown the indomitable settlers 
built a new nation with the strength 


“When I went first to Virginia, I well re¬ 
member we did hang an awning (which 
is an old saile) to three or four trees to 
shadow us from the Sunne; our walles 
were rales of wood, our seats unhewed 
trees till we cut plankes; our pulpit a 
bar of wood nailed to two neighbouring 
trees. In foule weather we shifted into 
an old rotten tent; for we had few bet¬ 
ter, and this came by way of adventure 
for new. This was our church.” 

This crude shelter was the first An¬ 
glican church in Virginia. Services 
were conducted by the Rev. Robert 
Hunt, who had been sent to Virginia 
with the first settlers by the Bishop 
of London. 


The first frame church at Jamestown, 1607-1608. 


The timber church which the col¬ 
onists started building shortly after 
they arrived was located inside the 
palisaded fort. It appears to have 
been completed by late summer or 
early autumn. John Smith described 
it as “a homely thing like a barne, 
set upon cratchets, covered with rafts, 
sedge, and earthe; so was also the 
walls.” 

This rustic wood building served as 
a place of worship for only a few 
weeks, as it accidently burned to the 
ground in January, 1608. 

After the January fire the colon¬ 
ists, with grim determination, rebuilt 
James Fort during the early cold and 
bitter months of 1608. including new 
houses and a new frame church. One 
colonist described it as: 

"... a pretty Chappell ... It is in 
length three-score foote, in breadth 
twenty foure, and shall have a Chancell 
in it of Cedar, and a Communion Table 
of the Blacke Walnut, and all the Pewes 
of Cedar, with faire Broad windowes, to 
shut and open as the weather shall oc¬ 
casion; of the same wood, a Pulpet of 
the same, with a Font hewen hollow 


like a Canoa, with the two Bells at the 
West end.” 

In this primitive frame church, 
April, 1614, Pocahontas, daughter of 
Chief Powhatan, married John Rolfe. 

In 1617, ten years after the plant¬ 
ing of the colony, a frame church was 
huilt outside the confines of James 
Fort. Erected during the administra¬ 
tion of Deputy Governor Samuel Ar¬ 
gali, it was a timber-framed structure 
built on brick and cobblestone foun¬ 
dations. These ancient foundations, 
three and a half centuries old, may 
be seen today inside the brick Me¬ 
morial Church. Captain Argali wrote 
that the new frame church was “50 
foote in length by twenty foote in 
breadth.” 

The frame church built in 1617 is 
of great historical importance. With¬ 
in its walls, in 1619, met the first rep¬ 
resentative legislative assembly in 
the New World. This meeting of 
elected planters, held July 30 through 
August 4, set a pattern of self-gov¬ 
ernment for all the American col- 


The frame church erected at 
Jamestown in 1617. where the Me¬ 
morial Church stands today, served 
as a place of worship for the colon¬ 
ists until about 1639. At this time it 
appears to have been razed to make 
way for a new brick church. In Jan¬ 
uary, 1639, Governor Sir John Har¬ 
vey wrote that he, members of his 
Council, certain ships’ captains, and 
a few planters “had largely contrib¬ 
uted to the building of a brick 
church.” 

While services probably were held 
in the new brick church as early as 
1639. the entire building was not 
completed by 1647. as a record dated 
that year mentions that settlers liv¬ 
ing south of the James River (in 
Southwark Parish) were being as¬ 
sessed taxes “for and toward finishing 
and repairing the church at James 
Citty.” 

The brick church tower which 
stands today belonged to the 1639 
church, although it undoubtedly was 
erected after 1647. In the 17th cen¬ 
tury builders of English churches 


usually constructed the tower after 
the church building itself had been 
completed. The partially-ruined brick 
tower is of great historical impor¬ 
tance: it is the only 17th-century 
structure standing ahove ground at 
Jamestown today; also it is one of the 
oldest English-built edifices standing 
in the United States. The tower is ap¬ 
proximately 18 feet square, with walls 
3 feet thick at the base. Originally 
the tower was about 46 feet high, and 
in the 17th century it had two upper 
floors. The floor levels are indicated 
by the large beam niches observable 
in the inner walls. Six small ports 
or windows look out from the top 
story. These openings permitted some 
light to enter the upper room and 
also let the sound of the bell (or 
bells) resound across the town site. 

The brick church served as a place 
of worship less than four decades, 
for in 1676, during Bacon's Rebel¬ 
lion, it was set to the torch by Na¬ 
thaniel Bacon and his rebel followers. 

After the collapse of Bacon’s Re¬ 
bellion in October, 1676, the gutted 


A new frame church is built, early 1608. 





































































brick church was repaired and re¬ 
stored. The restoration work appears 
to have been completed by late 1676 
or during the early months of 1677. 
The restored church was certainly 
being used as a place of worship by 
1678. 

In October, 1698, a disastrous fire 
destroyed the statehouse and many 
private dwellings at Jamestown. On 
May 18, 1699, the House of Bur¬ 
gesses initiated action that led to the 
removal of the seat of government 
from Jamestown to Williamsburg. 


ing this span of time, when Williams¬ 
burg grew and prospered, the popu¬ 
lation of “James Citty” dwindled and 
the town activities almost came to 
a halt. 

About 1758 services in the brick 
church were discontinued. The an¬ 
cient structure fell rapidly into ruins, 
the roof and brick walls gradually 
disappeared and vandals removed 
every vestige from the sacred site, 
including ornamental brasses from a 
knight’s tomb inside the abandoned 
church. Before the 18th century 



The first church built outside the confines of James Fort: 
A frame structure built in 1617. 


Thus the small but historic town 
on the banks of the James, which had 
played such an important part in the 
religious, political, and social life of 
the Virginia colony for almost a cen¬ 
tury, was replaced as the capital of 
England’s first successful overseas 
colony. 

After the seat of government was 
moved to Williamsburg, the brick 
church at Jamestown continued to be 
used as a house of worship for an¬ 
other half-century or more. Dur¬ 


bowed out, only the brick tower re¬ 
mained standing above ground, sil¬ 
houetted against the blue sky as a 
lone sentinel—defying time, vandals, 
and the elements. 

Saving the historic church tower 
and churchyard was the work of 
many individuals and organizations. 
Special mention should be made of 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward E. Barney 
who, in 1893, donated the brick 
church tower and graveyard and 
22Vi acres of land surrounding the 



early church sites to The Association 
for the Preservation of Virginia An¬ 
tiquities. 

At the invitation of the Jamestown 
Committee, Association for the Pres¬ 
ervation of Virginia Antiquities, Mr. 
John Tyler, Jr. excavated portions of 
the church foundations (which lay 
east of the church tower) in May, 
1901. He reported: 

“I have found that there remains of the 
original church all four walls, to a 
height of from 6 inches to 3 feet above 
their foundations. Starting with exca¬ 
vations at the southeast corner, I car¬ 
ried the work along the south wall, 
keeping down to the top of the founda¬ 
tions, or beginning of the neat work. At 
3 feet 4 inches west of the southeast 
corner, I struck the east side of a but¬ 
tress, extending 3 feet 1 inch north and 
south, by 2 feet 8 inches east and west. 


At 8.45 feet from this was discovered 
the east side of a tile pavement in front 
of the minister’s door, which entered 
through the south wall, into an aisle 
crossing the church in front of the chan¬ 
cel.” 

The brick Memorial Church which 
stands today east of the 17th-century 
brick church tower was erected in 
1907 by the National Society, Co¬ 
lonial Dames of America. Inside the 
Memorial Church one may see (cov¬ 
ered with plate glass) the brick and 
cobblestone foundations of the 1617 
frame church and the brick founda¬ 
tions of the 1639 brick church. 

Here where the Memorial Church 
stands many of our most cherished 
traditions of freedom were planted 
and took root. 




THIS FOLDER IS PUBLISHED BY THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
VIRGINIA ANTIQUITIES. TEXT BY J. PAUL HUDSON; ILLUSTRATIONS BY SIDNEY KING. 


At Historic Jamestown, Virginia 
































































































EPISCOPAL CHURCHES 






CHARLES PARISH 


The area of Charles Parish is a section of York County 
lying on the Chesapeake Bay and the York River between Eliza¬ 
beth City County and Yorktown, but not embracing all of that 
water frontage. The parish was situated between Back Creek and 
the Poquoson River. Whether the parish included the territory 
lying northward of Back Creek or any southward of Poquoson 
River may not be entirely clear because boundaries were not 
clearly established. 

As Charles River County was changed to York County in 
1642/3, there is evidence of a New Poquoson Parish in 1643. 

The parish had that name from at least the time that the county 
changed its name. Other evidence of parishes in York County 
in 1657 were Marion, between Queen's Creek and York River; 
Middle plantation, a settlement north of Queen's Creek; Chis- 
kiach between Queen's Creek and Townsend Creek; York, between 
Yorktown Creek and Back Creek; and New Poquoson, between Back 
Creek and the Poquoson River. We do not know how long New 
Poquoson Parish existed, but we do believe that its name was 
changed in l680hNew Towson Parish. By 1702 we no longer find 
either the name of New Poquoson or New Towson on the list of 
parishes, but we do find the name Charles Parish, 



The ministers of New Poquoson, New Towson, and Charles 
Parish werei Charles Grundy, of New Poquoson, John Wright of 
New Towson, and Thomas Finney, James Sclater, James Falconer, 
Theodosius Staige, Thomas Warrington, Joseph Davenport, and 
Samuel Shield of Charles Parish. 

Little is known of Charles Grundy except that he was the 
reverend of New Poquoson Parish in the year 16^5. 

There is some confusion about John Wright. It is not 
definite as to what parish he served in 1680, In a list of 
parishes and ministers dated June 30, 1680, he is given as the 
minister of New Towson Parish. At a council meeting heli on 
June 23, 1683, be is given as the minister of Pocoton Parish. 

Thomas Finney entered Oxford in 1650 and received his 
bachelor of arts degree in 1655. Very little is known of his 
life in Virginia. He died in December, 1686, and was buried 
at New Poquoson Church. 

James Sclater was a very educated man, and he became min¬ 
ister of Charles Parish in 1686. He was involved in many dis¬ 
putes with the clergy, and it seems his name was always ment¬ 
ioned with some controversy. Despite the vestry's efforts to 
get rid of him, he is one minister who served his entire life¬ 
time. He died on November 19. 1723. 

James Falconer was the minister of Hungar's Parish, Eliza¬ 
beth City Parish, and Charles Parish in 1?25. He served the 
parish until his death in 1727. Little else is known about 
his life. 



Theodosius Staige was the minister of Charles Parish from 
1728 to 1747. He had 5 children while in Virginia, and the name 


o 

Staige, according to Dr. Brock, is a favored Christian name. 

It is noted that he also had some trouble with the vestry. 

Thomas Warrington succeeded Staige as minister, and there 
are records of him being minister in 17^9. the parish being 
with no minister for that time. He remained in the parish 
until about 1756, when he became minister of Elizabeth City 
Parish. 

Joseph Davenport was born in Williamsburg, and was educated 
at William and Mary College. He was minister of Charles Parish 
from 1757 to 1785. It is noted that he was loyal to the Ameri¬ 
can cause in the Revolutionary War. 

Samuel Shield was minister of Charles Parish in 1791 to 
1793. He was a native of York County, and was educated at 
William and Mary College. He was minister of Drysdale Parish, 
then St. Asaph's Parish, next York-Hampton Parish, and then 
Charles Parish. He was also loyal to the American cause in the 
Revolution. 
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YORK-HAMPTON PARISH 

The Middle Plantation area was the earlist settlement in York 
County, This community banded together to form what was called the 
Chiskiack Parish, This land area was granted to George Keith, "pas¬ 
tor of Chiskiack," on July 29* 1635. The parish was not officially 
created by the assembly until January 1639/40. At this time the as-- 
sembly also stated the boundaries of Chiskiack Parish from Morgan 
Creek to Scimino Creek, along the Charles River(York River), and pro¬ 
vided 200 actti*s of glebe land to build a parish house. The building 
of a parish house was often the official recognition of a’already 
established parish organization. The first building was probably 
a frame building located near the river, at its neck, formed by the 
junction of the Kings and Felgates Creeks. In 1643, the name of the 
parish was officially changed to Hampton Parish. 

In 1700, the frame church was replaced by a brick church of the 
ridge near the head of Felgates Creek, The church has always been 
known as the "Cheesecake" Church and its foundations can be seen 
along Old Williamsburg Road. On February 8, 1?06, York and Hampton 
parishes were consolidated by order of the council to become the 
Yorkhampton Parish. For a long time, the minister that officiated 
at Grace Church in Yorktown had this church in his charge, also. 

It was abandoned by its congregation in the early 19th. century. 

The church was then, in 1825, used by the Campbell!te Baptist 
Organization. Then in 1933* the Episcopalian congregation "locked 
out" the Baptist and they built a new frame church near present 
Lebanon Church. Durhj.ng the Civil War, Federal troops used the 
bricks from the ruins to build chimneys for the officers' winter 
quarters in Williamsburg. The old church building had dimensions 
of 60 * x 30 *. 

The negroes used the old grave yard after the Civil War. 

Their grave markers were crudely carved planks in the shape of the 
human head and shoulders. 




Thi? historic church which has stood since 1691 and is the third oldest church building 
in Virginia and the oldest on the Peninsula, will be among local buildings open during 
the Virginia Autumn Pilgrimage of the Episcopal Church Oct. 2 U- 22 . 


OfVirginia 


-YORKTOWN — Grace Episco¬ 
pal Church, -one of Yorktowp’s 
outstanding surviving links with 
this country's Colonial and Revo¬ 
lutionary past, with the oldest 
church building now in use on the 
Peninsula, will be among other 
structures included in Virginia’s 
annual Autumn pilgraimage to 
historic Episcopal churches and 
their supporting communities. 
,Oct. 20-22. 

A special service will be held 
at Grace Church at 11 a.m., 
[Oct, 22, conducted by Bishop Wil- 
IJlam A. Brown. 

N’ Other Yorktown area buildings 
Included in the tour will be the 
1.7th century Sessions House, 
home of Judge and Mrs. Conway 
H. «Sheild Jr.! the Sommerwell 
House, occupied by 1 Mr. and Mrs, 
Charles E. Hatch Jr.; York Hall, 
home of Mrs. George W. Blow 
and Marlbank. home of Mr. and 
Mrs. L. R. O'Hara. 

Grace church (ias stood for 
more than 2ft centuries / <264) 
years) on the high bluff in the 
heart of historic Yorktown, 

It has played a valuable rolq in 
{helping to meet the religious 
needs of town, community and 
parish in wartime ajid peacetime. 

The construction of the York 
Parish Church, as it was'origin. 


ally' named, was undertaken in 
Yorktown just a few years after 
the town, was laid out in 1691. The 
dat of its construction, though 
not specifically given in the rec¬ 
ords, is normally accepted as 
1697. 

The first two York Parish 
churches had been located some 
two miles downstream near the 
mouth of Worjnley Creek where 
there was. an. earlier “York” set¬ 
tlement. 

In the 18th century, the York¬ 
town church was the religious 
hub of a geographical area some 
20 miles long and about four miles 
wide. There were about 200 fam 
Hies in the parish. 

The church was constructed of 
native marl cut from the York 
River cliffs, which hardened aU 
most to the consistency of stone 
and the walls remain today de¬ 
spite many viccissihides. 

Although poor for many years, 
the parish’s condition unproved 
due to the quick rise of York¬ 
town as A key trade center. About 
1760-1760 Yorktown alone prob¬ 
ably had a population in excess of 
2,000. A growing and active con¬ 
gregation, plus better than aver-i coinnin i state 
age financial support of ItS'Xler-*'®™ ' 
gy, made the Yorktowri and York- 
Hampton . Pariah attractive. It! 


could have been at this time that 
it'became necessary to increase 
the stye of York church through 
construction of its north wing. 

The church building suffered 
severely from the damages of 
war during the siege of York¬ 
town in 1781 when it was used by 
Cornwallis. 

Then, in 1814, it was consumed 
by: fire, with only its massive, 
durable marl walls left. The 
building appears not to have been 
rebuilt for some 85 years. 

It is believed that the name 

Grace church" came into use 
at that time. 

The church was again used for 
military putposes during the fed¬ 
eral occupation of Yorktown in 
the Civil War. Though, damaged, 
it was soon back in service. 

In the 1920’s there were changes 
culminating in'considerable work 
which Included a belfry, a doorc 
way-and a small rose window. 
(Nvfc year* Igter, the churchyard 
Wall, destroyed during the Fed- 
era! occupa t ion , was rebuilt in 


One of the most recent changes 
Is the addition of a utility wing 
lin 1951, which included two Sun¬ 
day school rooms, a vestry room 
and wardrobe, as well as a heat, 
ing plant for the entire building. 

In I960, a parish house was 
added to the church. 

The church has played an im¬ 
portant role in the history of York¬ 
town with its part in the siege 
giving it a unique, irreplaceable 
quality. 

It is the burial ground of one 
of the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence. 

It helps to tell the story of 
Colonial Yorktown. 

It has special priorities and 
significant aspects in the story 
of the Episcopal Church in Vir- 
ginia and in the nation. 

It is a living feature in aq 
historic area which could become 
increasingly museum • like in 

qaaiiti.___„ _ . „ 
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Anniversary 


By ROBERT GRAVES 

-v* * 

Staff Reporter 

(> YORKTOWN ~ The little 
marl church on a bluff over¬ 
looking the York River from 
its site at Yorktown has wit¬ 
nessed almost'three centuries 
of activities in this historic 
town. 

'■ The church is 275 years 
and members of the congre¬ 
gation will observe its anni¬ 
versary during services Oct. 

ft. 

Known as Grace Episcopal 
Church, the building was 
erected about 1697, of marl 
from the Yorktown bluffs, a 
mixture of decomposed shells 
and soil, and in colonial times 
was known as York-Hampton, 
York and Yorktown Church, 

To appropriately mark the 
occasion, Bishop John Bentley 
(retired) of Hampton will be 
guest speaker, He was a for¬ 
mer priest in charge of Grace 
Church before he became 
bishop of Alaska. 

The York Hampton Parish, 
however, dates back to the 
first .settlements made at 
Chisklack, sometimes pro¬ 
nounced “cheesecake,’Habout 
1630 and at' York which 
came a parish in 
Chiskiack had its ^ own parson 
in 1635 and was madp a par-', 
ish by Act of Assembly in 
1640. 

The bounds included the set¬ 
tlement at Middle Plantation,' 
later known as Williamsburg. 
Chiskiack was renamed 
Hampton Parish in 1643 and 
was combined with York Par¬ 
ish in 1706, to form York- 
Hampton Parish. 

-The building is of uncon¬ 
ventional and rugged design. 
Although originally rectang¬ 
ular, it was enlarged in polo- 
nial times by the addition of a 
north wing. 

It burned with much of 
Yorktown in 1814 and lay in 
ruins until reconstructed ip 
1848. Only the original portion 
was rebuilt within its standing 
walls. In that year, it was re¬ 
dedicated as Grace Church, 
fjhe structure has been dese- 

M. S\ i<)1L • 


Preparing for the observance to mark the 275th anniversary of Grace Episco¬ 
pal Church are from left Mrs. Herndon Jenkins, The Rev. Philip Porcher, 
rector; Mrs. Resile O’Hara, Mrs. Charles Walthall and Mrs. Rodney Cook. 


crated a number of times, 
■used during the American Re¬ 
volution by Lord Cornwallis 
as a powder magazine, caus¬ 
ing an estimated 150 pounds 
damage, and the belfry was 
used as a lookout tower in the 
Civil War, while the building 
itself bacame a hospital. 

The bell in the steeple was 
cast in 1725 and was carried 
off during the Civil War, but 
its fragments were later re¬ 
covered in Philadelphia and it 
Was recast in its original form 
out of the same metal and re¬ 
stored to duly in 1889. 

Th,e church’s old c^nunu- 


n i o n silver, presented to 
Hampton Parish in 1649, is 
one of the oldest services in 
constant use in ah American 
Church. 

The church cemetery was in 
pse as early as 1701 and with¬ 
in its quiet confines are the 
tombs of Gen. Thomas Nelson 
Jr., signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, and of Col. 
George Read and his wife. 

Read was a direct descen¬ 
ded of Edward II and ances¬ 
tor of George Washington, 
Robert E, Lee and Elizabeth 
II of Great Britain. He served 
as acting governor of the 

O*. - 


Colony and as a member of 
the House of Burgesses. 

Read married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Nicolas Mariau, 
who in the early 1630's, was 
the first to own and settle on 
the site of Yorktown, some 60 
years before the town was es¬ 
tablished. 

Present rector of the church 
is the Jtev. Philip G. Porcher 
Jr. 

Prior to the Raiding of the 
Yorktown Church, religious 
services were held in the 
churches at the earlier parish¬ 
es of York on Wormley Creek, 
Charles on the Poquoson 
River and at Kiskiack eight 


-.PlUes_*^ave_YorWz»wT). - — 
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With Informal Party For Parish 


Bruton To Mark 300th 

Anniversary 



By Hope Reese 


With a minimum of pomp but 
much rejoicing, the 
congregation of Bruton Parish 
Episcopal Church will mark 
the 300th anniversary of the 
founding of the parish with an 
informal parish family 
birthday party April 18. 

Surely the liveliest place in 
the living museum of restored 
Williamsburg, Bruton today is 
the hub of life — God's house — 
v for its more than 1,000 
communicants, just as it was 
for the people who worshiped 
there in the 17th, 18th and 19th 
centuries. 

Bruton manages to maintain 
a normal church-parishioner 
relationship while providing a 
full ministry for William and 
Mary students and also 
welcoming hordes oPtourists. 
In addition to the large number 
of visitors the church has 
received in recent years, 
programs of special music and 
speakers have been instituted 
in the last several decades. 

OpenToPublic 

With the exception of a few 
"unadvertised" services of 
special interest to its 
members, and within its 
limited seating capacity of 600, 
the public is invited to attend 
these services and programs 
free of charge. 

Brtuon welcomes all — the 
famous and the unknown are 
drawn to Williamsburg and 
most seek the historic old 
church for spiritual 
sustenance. Last Sunday, Sen. 
Hubert Humphrey's 
attendance at morning worship 
was remarkable only for the 
Dousing cheer that rang from a 
Busload of visiting Girl Scouts 
as Humphrey stepped from the 
church. 


View from tower door shows high box pews and, upper right, 18th century pulpit 
and sounding board of Bruton Parish Church. Over the altar at the far end of tne aisle 
are the pipes of the Samuel Green pipe organ of 1785. 


Nowadays when one speaks 
of Bruton Parish one thinks of a 
specific church building and 
congregation. In the beginning, 
there was not such a clear 
distinction as the parish 
extended for some miles 
covering a largely wilderness 
territory in the New World. 

Dates to 1632 

■ Bruton's antecedents date 
u$m 1632 when, sftc^Uy after 
the founding of Middle 
Plantation (the ea$Jfjmme for 
Williamsburg) a parish of the 
same name was established. 
Twenty-six years later, Middle 
Plantation and Harrop 
parishes were merged to form 
Middletown parish and two 
years later, in 1660, a church 


was built, probably typical of 
the rude wooden construction 
of the day. 

The event celebr ated this 
y ear Is the uniting of that 
parish 01 Middletown with 
York C ounty’s Marston p arish 
i n 1674 to for m the endurin g 
Bruton parish. 

Both Middletown jn j 
M arsto n churches (the “Upper 
Church* 1 aniT" the "Lower 
Church"! continued to be used 
until 167/. uy that time both 
buildings needed repairs and 
the~partsh~^ves try~~decided to 
erOffl a~ "New Church” at 
Mtddre Plantation. That 
Chuf-ch, of brick, and located in 
the center of the present 
church yard, was completed in 
1683. \ .. 


Today's Church 

By 1710 it too was in disrepair 
and was declared to be in a 
“ruinous state.” A new brick 
church, occupied in 1715, had to 
be enlarged in 1744 to 
accommodate increased 
membership. It is that 
structure, restored twice over 
the years, that parishioners 
worship in today. 

Both restorations* were the 
result of the interest and 
energy of Bruton’s early 20th 
century giant, the^Rev. Dr. 
W A R. Goodwin who served as 
rector during 1902-08 and again 
1923-39. During his first tenure 
Dr. Goodwin became intrigued 
with the 18 th century legacy of 
Williamsburg and he 











accomplished a partial 
restoration of the church. 

Returning as rector in 1923, 
his role in interesting John D. 
Rockefeller Jr. in the 
restoration of the Historic Area 
is well known. Dr. Goodwin 
continued working toward 
returning Bruton to its original 
appearance and, with the help 
of Rockefeller and many 
others, saw its restoration 
completed Just before his death 
in 1939. 

1661 Service 

Bruton is a storehouse of 
church memorabilia that spans 
four centuries. Most of its 
treasures are like comfortable 
family heirlooms that are used 
regularly. They range from the 
Jamestown communion 


Janresto wn rhurck, to a 
sundial in the churchyard 
dedicated to a young architect, 
John A. Barrows, who died in 
1931 at the age of 25. 

Symbolically significant are 
a bronze lectern given by 
President Theodore Roosevelt 
in 1907 on the occasion of the 
300th anniversary of the 
English landing at Jamestown.' 
The lectern holds a Bible given 
by King Edward VII of Great 
Britain the same year to 
commemorate the coming of 
the Anglican Church to the 
New World with the 
Jamestown settlers. 

Bruton's interior is.notable 


for its bright simplicity, 
despite the elegantly 
furnished, curtained box that 
constitutes the governor’s pew, 
and the 18th century pulpit and 
sounding board jutting from 
the opposite comer. 

Box Pews 

All seating, except in the 
balconies, is in high, straight- 
backed box pews with doors. 
'Hie pews are dedicated to 
patriots who worshipped at 
Bruton and the doors are 
marked with their names — 
Thomas Jefferson, George 
Washington, George Mason, 
James Madison, James 
Monroe.... 

The three balconies, or 
galleries, have their own 
special histories. The south 
gallery' was reserved in 
colonial days for the speaker of 
the House of Burgesses and the 
faculty of the college, while the 
north gallery just opposite, was 
for slaves. The only original 
gallery is the west gallery, 
facing the altar, which dates 
from 1715. 

It was the area set aside for 
William and Mary students and 
the initials carved in the rail 
may still be seen, perhaps as 
testimony to the length of 18tji 
century services. 

Bruton's past is much in 
evidence within the church in 
the form of gravestones in the 
floor, including those of Dr. 
Goodwin and two of Martha 
Washington’s ancestors. 


Ancient tombstones dot the 
churchyard, marking the 
resting places of the great and 
those now unknown, but all at 
one time part of the church. 
Also buried in the yard are the 
foundations of the first brick 
church. Surrounding the yard 
is a brick wall, with 
ornamental rounded cap, built 
in 1754. 

The church bell, installed in 
1761, that pealed out the news 
of tremendous events during 
the Revolution still tolls the 
hours of worship. 

Church members live with 
the past, but very much in the 
present at Bruton. Baptisms, 
confirmations, marriages and 
funerals take place within its 
confines, Just as they do in 
other churches. 

The number of services 
varies from three regular 
morning worship services on 
Sunday to as many as a dozen 
during the week, depending on 
the season of the church year. 

A thriving church school is 
conducted every Sunday for all 
ages, four choirs are 
maintained and must practice 
and be robed. Church circles 
meet and congregational 
meetings are held. 

All of this activity is directed 
by Bruton's 28th rector, the 
Rev. Dr. Cotes worth P. Lewis, 
from Bruton Parish House, 
located two blocks west of the 
church on Duke of Gloucester 
Street. Dr. Lewis came to 
Bruton in 1956 and has led the 
congregation spiritually and 
administratively through 18 
years of growth and world 
changes. 

Dr. Lewis and the entire 
parish family feel that Bruton 
belongs to everyone. In making 
the building and its treasures 
available to the cross section of 
America that enters its doors 


each year, there are moments 
of mundane irritation. 




No Smoking 

Several years ago a church 
school teacher escorted her 
class to the church for a 
specially reverent lesson on P 
sanctuary. The lesson w. 
punctuated by the remarks of a 
large gentleman standing 
•nearby,- clad-in Bermuda 
‘ Aorta and Hawaiian shirt, who 
r puffed contentedly on a cigar. 
After a small hint regarding 
his smoking, the gentleman 
became a part of the class, 
listening with as great interest 
as any of them, to the story of 
Bruton'8 altar. 

From the perspective of 300 

years of day-to-day living, 
Bruton has a positive attitude 
about such present problems 
as providing rich spiritual 
guidance for hundreds of 
parishioners while at the same 
time maintaining and 
scheduling a building that also 
hosts over half a million 
visitors yearly. 

There is much in Bruton's 
past — and present — to merit 
praise and thanksgiving. The 
religious heritage that 
sustained the struggling 
colonists at Jamestown e 
helped mold the character! 
the nation's founders over 
century and a half later, is tht 
life blood of the parish in 1974. 




THE SPANISH JESUIT MISSION IN VIRGINIA 

1566 - 1573 


LN'CF May 1R48 when Roliert Greenhow 
addressed hi ‘‘Memoir on the First Discovery 
i f Chesapeake Hay” to the Virginia Historical 
Society, little las appeared in the publications 
' ' 1 is State relative to the Spanish attempts 
. 15fifi aid 1570 to establish a mission in Vir¬ 
ginia U -ntoiy. Greenhow’s contribution was 
to direct attention to Spanish sources, particu¬ 
larly Rarira’s, Hnsayo Cronologico, from which 
he concluded that the Spanish were familiar 
with the Chesapeake during the period of 
156fi - 1575. 

That the Spanish very early entered the 
Chesapeake, and gave it a name, Bahia de 
Santa Maim \ i h with variations persisted 
throughout the xtet ntl entury, is incontest¬ 
able. Fx s mg dm imerits prove that two at¬ 
tempts upre rr de to i oionize in the Chesapeake 
region. ' ) e ships >f the Segura Mission of 
l'i7(» ent red a convenient and comfortable 
harbor, now known as II tmpton Roads, with 
several port not ar from each other. Prac¬ 
tical and sensible n vig tiun led them into that 
river the lames . r <1 r f into the rough waters 
of the Bay toward tie York. Rappahannock 
and Potomac Tt e.\ went up this river (James) 
twelve to twe^y eagui s. to the mouth of a 
fresh-water stream, •vliicli could only be the 
'Outh of ( ollegi* Creek (Archers Hope Creek) 
Powhatan Creek. Warwick River and Skiffes 
,ek, being too near Menendez’ port, must be 
4 tiled out. If the missionaries landed at the 


mouth of College Creek, they did not remain 
there, because there was no Indian village in 
that neighborhood. The early maps show no 
village on the north bank of the James below 
Jamestown. Seeking the village, the Fathers 
carried their equipment two to three leagues 
by boat up College Creek and then landed. 
From there they crossed the land, at a point 
near the present site of Williamsburg, reaching 
Queens Creek or Kings Creek. Going down one 
of these creeks, they came to a point near the 
Indian village of Kiskiskiak, a site well known 
and always marked on early maps. This site is 
within the NWS on the York River. Near this 
village the Fathers built their chapel and hut 
and it was here five of them were murdered, 
the other three having been killed at a point 
farther west. In 1588, the same pilot, Vicente 
Gonzales, who had brought the Fathers up the 
James in 1570 was in Hampton Roads, and on 
returning sailed into the Chesapeake on an 
exploring expedition. He went into the York 
as far as the present site of Yorktown and 
described it as entirely new territory, and for 
this reason we must eliminate the York for the 
1570 voyage. He then sailed up beyond the 
mouth of the York, and in his journal always 
descr : bed new waters, until he reached the Sus¬ 
quehanna. In deciding that the 1570 voyage 
was up the James, the elements of time and 
distance as indicated by the documents, and the 
relatively convenient navigation of the James 
compared with that of the Bay are of great 
weight. 

Punitive Expedition 1572 

In the spring of 1575 Padre Rogel again be¬ 
gan his efforts to send supplies to Ajacan and 
learn the fate of Segura and his companions. 
In a letter of March 10, 1572, Rogel wrote to 
Borgia that as yet there were no definite plans. 
However, on June 27 he wrote jubilantly that 
Menendez had arrived in Havana and had 
agreed to search for the missing Fathers. The 
next letter, written from the Chesapeake in 
August, gives complete details on the death of 
the Jesuits and on the punishments inflicted 
on the natives there. 





The Catholic Church in Virginia 


D URING* the hundred and fifteen years 
between the discovery of America and 
the settlement at Jamestown, both Americas 
were practically Catholic. Therefore, it is 
logical that the magnificent zeal and dash of 
Catholic Spain should have ascended the 
coast from her outpost in Florida. Thus in 
1526 more than three-fourths of a century 
before the English settlement at Jamestown, 
Allyon, after previous explorations, led six 
hundred men. women and children, accom¬ 
panied by two priests and a Brother of the 
Dominican order, Father Anthony de Mon- 
tesinos, Father Anthony de Cervantes and 
Brother Peter de Estrada. The site they 
selected for settlement was the present site 
of Jamestown,which they called San Miguel. 
Internal dissension and pestilence so weak¬ 
ened the colony that in short time they re¬ 
turned by sail to San Domingo. 

In 1566, Mcncndez, Governor of Florida, 
sent two priests and an outpost of soldiers 
to occupy Chesapeake Bay. This expedition, 
however, also failed. Nlenendez persisted, 
but this time using only religious means. He 
ga\c his encouragement and support to a 
mission of Jesuits to the Indians. In 1570, 
August 5, priests of the Jesuit order, one.of 
high ecclesiastical prominence, sailed from 
St. Helena. They were Father Segura, 
Father 1 ouis de Ouiros, Brothers Solace, 
Menendez, I.nnarez, Redondo, Gabriel 
Gome/, and-Saneho Zevallos. They jour¬ 
neyed south from the Chesapeake and set¬ 
tled on the banks of the Rappahannock 
Riser at a place called Axacan. Here they 
erected a log chapel, and the ship departing 
left them alone and unarmed, miles from 
the nearest white man. 

B> February IS the tomahawks of the 
hostile Indians had shed the first blood for 
Jesus Christ on the sod of Virginia. A half- 
crazed Brother alone survived to tell the 
story to the ship which returned the next 
>ear with supplies and provisions. 

I'he English colony was led by Maria 
Wingfield, who is said to have been a Cath¬ 
olic. 

On the Washington highway a giant 
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oronze crucifix memorializes the coming of 
the first English Catholics in northwestern 
Virginia. In 1655, Catholic pioneers, Giles 
and Margaret Brent, occupied frontier 
lands in present Stafford County. In 169^ 
George Brent stood in the House of Bur- 
.gesses and refused the test act and the oath 
to support the King of his religious supre¬ 
macy. He obtained a charter of religious 
toleration from James II in 1689, which was 
to give religious freedom to all the people in 
the colony of Brenton, and to this colony he 
invited the oppressed Huguenots. After the 
abdication of James, Catholics everywhere 
in Virginia were subject to legal hindrances 
and the sacrifice of the Mass was forbidden 
by law. But even during this time the west¬ 
ern part of the state was explored and emi¬ 
gration led there by the intrepid William 
Burke. 

During the Revolutionary War, from the 
number of names of Irish ancestry, one 
would conclude that the muster rolls of the 
Virginia line of the Continental Army con¬ 
tained a number of Catholics. Colonel Fitz¬ 
gerald, Washington's military aide and close 
friend, was the founder of the first Catholic 
parish in Alexandria. The greatest part in 
the Revolution played by the Catholic 
Church was the very considerable help 
given by the French forces in and around 
Yorktown. 

The French clergy, in 1780, headed by 
Cardinal de la Rouchefoucauld, made a gift 
of 30,000,000 livres to the Continental cause. 
This was spent in the forces of Lafayette 
and Rochambeau and in fitting out the fleet, 
which reinforced the ships of the Comte de 
Grasse in defeating the English sea forces 
and blockading the army of Lord Corn¬ 
wallis. Over half of the forces engaged in 
battle were French Catholics. 

The gay and the jocund spirit of Virginia 
is fundamentally Catholic. The reason is 
\ery likely because Virginia was settled by 
men from England when England was still 
“merrie England,” and despite political rup¬ 
tures and executions, the happy spirit of the 
old religion still lived until it was blighted by 
the fierce breath of Cromwell. 
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HISTORY OF ST. JOAN OF ARC 


Evelyn J.. Salisbury 


HISTORY OF ST. JOAN OF ARC 


The history of the Catholic religion covers some 38^ years, long before 
there was a Jamestown, a colonial Virginia or any known English settlement in 
the sprawling frontier that is now the United States. The religion tells of 
struggles try early Jesuit missionaries trying to plant the faith in the New 
World, Indian massacres, the historic battle of Yorktown, Polish colonization 
in the early 1900*3, a horse and buggy priest in the twenties and finalyy an 
assist from the U.S. Navy in the forties. The first Mass offered in York 
County was in 1570, just five years after the oldest town in the UnitedaStates 
was established by the Spanish at St. Augustine, Florida, and thirty-seven 
years before the English touched Jamestown. 

Records preserved by the Virginia Historical Society tells of a band of 
ten Spanish missionaries that sailed up the James River and landed at the head 
of College Creek. With the aid of Indians they transported their supplies over¬ 
land to the banks of the York River, between two creeks which are probably 
King and Queen Creeks, and built a log cabin Catholic chapel on a spot now 
occupied by the Cheatham Naval Supply Annes. The head of the group, Father Juan 
Baptisa de Segurs the Vice-Provincial of the Jesuit Order in Florida, was 
accompanied by Father Luis de Quiros, three Jesuit lay brothers, three lay 
catechists, a baptized Indian named Don Luis de Velasco (who acted as their 
guide) and Alonso de Olmos, a young boy. 

Unfortunately the first touch of Catholicism in York County was short 
lived. The Indian guide deserted the missionaries and returned to his native 


tribe where he was made the Chief. The missionaries sought vainly to get him 



to return and, finally, in February, 1571» he returned with his Indian war¬ 
riors to massacre the missionaries and burn down York‘County's first Catholic 
church. Only one member of the original band of Spanish was spared, the youth— 
Alonzo de Olmos, and thus the story of the ill-fated missionary venture was 
related to others. 

York County had to wait more then 200 years after the 1570 venture before 
Catholic priests were welcomed within its borders. This time it was 60 or 
more French priests who accompanied the French soldiers and sailors during the 
Battle of Yorktown. Although it is not known how many Masses were offered by the 
heroic French priests during the Fall and Winter of l?8l, tint it is known that 
there was a Mass of thanksgiving celebrated on September 20, l?8l. 

After the French departed in the Spring of 1782, the Catholic religion 
lagged for more than 125 years before it was revived. The third attempt in 1910, 
by Poland, to plant the Catholic faith in the vicinity of Yorktowm has proven 
to be permanent. 

A cement factory was being constructed on the York River at Waterview (a 
few miles downstream from Yorktown) and a colony of 42 Polish Catholics settled 
in the area in order to staff the factory. The cement factory was never com¬ 
pleted but the Polish families bought farm land and for the most part settled 
at Waterview. Soon after their arrival they secured the services of Father 
Ladislaus Cynalewski from Baltimore. Father Cynalewski came down by boat every 
two weeks to offer Mass in a large house on the York River and to take care of 
the spiritual needs of the Catholics, According to records that are still 
preserved, the first child to be baptized at Waterview was Wanda Guzik on 



September 24, 1910. 


Father Cynalewskl was succeded by Father Wilhelm Jan who spent the winter 
of1911-1912 living in the "big house" and conducting classes in Polish for the 
children. After Father Jan there was Father Mada who came from time to time and 
spent a few weeks in the area visiting the Catholics, instructing the children 
and offering Mass, 

During 1918, the Catholics of Waterview were placed under the spiritual 
jurisdiction of the newly established parish at West Point, Virginia. Father 
Ceslaus J. Jakubowski, a young priest who had been recently ordained, had been 
appointed by Bishop Denis O'Connell as the first pastor of West Point and the 
surrounding Tidewater counties. Father "Jack" offered Mass twice a month and 
became a horse and buggy priest of the twenties. He would leave West Point in 
the evening on the Baltimore boat and was met in Yorktown at about 9 P.M. by one 
of the Polish men with a horse and buggy. It was a seven mile drive to Waterview 
where again he lodged in the "big house", then an early Mass was offered for the 
people the next morning and the rest of the day was spent in visiting and in¬ 
structing. The following morning he was called at 2 A,M, in order to be driven 
back to Yorktown to catch the morning boat bound for West Point. 

The people of Waterview had no "real" church and when Bishop O'Connell secured 
<i>?00 through the Catholic Church Extension Society of Chicago, the people bought 
a house at Waterview and the men of the parish transformed it into a church. 

The church was dedicated in 1919 by Bishop O'Connell in honor of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus^nd Mass was offered there until 1926 when it was destroyed by fire. 

So, once again services were held in the "big house" at the end of the Waterview 



The holding of church services at the "big house" prevailed until 1941 when 
the U.S. Navy assigned a Catholic chaplain to the Naval Warfare School near York- 
town. Since a number of Waterview Catholics were working for the Navy, the 
chaplain secured a navy bus to transport the Catholics to Mass on Sundays at the 
Catholic chapel on the base. At the end of the war when gasoline was no longer 
rationed the bus was discontinued, but the Catholics continued to come to either 
the Warfare School or to the Naval Mine Depot for their Sunday Mass. 

Then on September 5» 195^* the new Cahtolic church (York County's third and 
Yorktown's first) was dedicated by Bishop Peter L. Ireton. Yorktown was then a 
mission church, served by Father Chester Michael (pastor) and Father Philip Farrell 
(his assistant) from St. Bede pariBh in Williamsburg. On September 1st, 1955i the 
Camelite Order took over the staffing and administration of St. Joan of Arc mission 

A 

as part of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in Newport News > with Father Flavain 
Wilson (assistant at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel) as priest in charge, Father Wilson 
was replaced by Father Daniel Egan on July 1, 1938» and Father Egan was replaced 
by Father Alan Crowlpy in July of 1963* During Father Crowley's administration, 
plans were drawn up for a new rectory to be built behind the existing church. 

In July, 1966, Father Norbert Piper was appointed as assistant at Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel and put in charge of the St. Joan of Arc mission. During his 
tenure the rectory was completed (making St. Joan of Arc a parish) with open 
house observed on June 4, 1967. Also during this time the parking area was 
greatly enlarged, the santuary remodeled, a garage and a storage room added to 
the pariah hall. Finally in the fall of 1972, a Fund Drive was inaugurated under 
professional direction to make possible the erection of a new Parish. The Parish 


of St. Joan of Arc now includes approximately 200 Catholic families and takes 



in most of York County and also Poquoson. 


Therefore it must be stated that the Catholic religion in York County is 
over 300 years old, although the history of the Catholic church (building and 
people) varies from 300 years to 200 years to 123 years, depending on which con¬ 
gregation one is thinking of. In reality the parish is only a few years old but 
the faith had been planted in York County long before other men touched Virginia's 
shores. 





Note: Notes taken from a history writen by Father Alan Crowley during 195^* 


METHODIST CHURCHES 



Methodism 


The year 1735 is thought to be the date for the 
beginning of the Methodist Church in York County. Although 
records say that George Whitefield preach 4 ’ in BtRfcton Parish 
Church in 1739, to a large group of people when he was on his 
way to Georgia to join John Wesley. And it is believed that 
Methodist Representatives came to the colonies regularly 
after 17&9 to strengthen the work, and preached up and down 
the Atlantic Coastline. 

In the beginning the York County Methodist Church was 
a part of the Williamsburg circuit. 

Records show that the deed for Tabernacle Methodist 
Church dates back to 1817. And in 1822 Zion Methodist in 
Seaford was started or organized. In 182+9 Providence 
Methodist in Dare was built. Then in 1885 Trinity in 
Poquoson was organized. And Crooks Memorial in Yorktown was 
organized in 1909. And last of all Saint Luke's, just off 
Route 17, one mile on Ella Taylor Road, was started about ten 
years ago, making it the youngest Methodist Church in the 
County. 

About five years ago or a little more, the Methodist 
Church merged with another and became the United Methodist 
Church, instead of just Methodist Church. 

In the November 26, Daily Press, there was an article 
about the history of Zion Methodist Church, in Seaford, that 
was interesting and I would like to report on. 



Mrs. Elizabeth Hogg Ironmonger wrote the article and 
explains the role of the members in the establishment of 
Zion which was proj^rly true in some degrees, of the other 
Methodist Churches. She calls the former members "torch 
bearers", because those having torches have passed them on 
to others. She says "Zion suceeded because of their former 
members who were totlrch bearers, and for 1^0 years those 
having torches passed them on to others." 

The first trustees, seven men, and two families who 
gave the one-half acre to build the church on, the carpenters, 
the organizers of the church, "done by the Virginia Methodist 
Conference, under the leadership of the minister of the 
Williamsburg Circuit, wives of these men, all of these were 
torch bearers." 

There were lots of people who gave land, the Strouds, 
Hansfords, Hites, Montgomerys, Teagle, Parkers, Gillikins, 
Mills, and with the inter-marriages the list would be more. 

The church went forward through the first J 4 .O years prior 
to the Civil War. There were many dependents of the first 
trustees, those seven, pious, dedicated men, the Crocketts, 
James and Charles Ironmonger, and Rev. Cyrus James, and many 
others of the first organized congregation who took the 
responsibility to see that the tradition of the church was 
carried on. 

Then came the War between the states and Zion became a 
casualty when the building was destroyed by the Union Army. 

The members were faced with the rebuilding of the Church. 

The task was undertaken with much zeal, because between March 
17, 1066 and'November 10, of the same year 8 months, "they had 



the building shutin." A record of 1872 said the building 
was still unplastered after six years. They had spent only 
$5.00 on the church repairs because of the scarcity of funds 
at this time of their history. Yet "the spiritual part of 
the Church went forward." 

At this time the York Methodist Circuit was made up of 

& 

Tabernacle, in Poquoson, Province in Dare, and Zion in 
Seaford. They shared the same minister. Trinity in Poquoson 
made the i|th church. The minister for the Churches lived in 
Grafton,called Cockletown / which is Grafton to us. Each church 
had a worship service twice a month. Local preachers and lay 
members organized the Sunday Schools, prayer meetings, etc. 

Mrs. Ironmonger says that in "1902 York Circuit was 
divided into East York, which included the two Poquoson churche 
and then York circuit included only Zion and Providence. The 
minister then led the services for both churches every Sunday, 
preaching both morning and afternoon. Much later Crooks 
Memorial Methodist Church in Yorktown was established and 
became part of the York Circuit." 

Conference reports tells of other activities of the 
churches. There were annual revivals, marriages, infant 
christenings, funerals, meetings of missionary purposes, 
quarterly conference meetings, plans for spiritual growth, etc. 

Zion Church was expanded in 1903-04- Wings were added 
to each side of the church. The shape was changed from 
rectanAgular to the shape of a cross. "A new pulpit area was 
added, capping the Cross." 

More land was purchased and added to the half-acre in 


about two expansion moves and in April 1919 Seaford School 



was moved and the school lot across from the church was sold 


to the Church trustees. 

Zion was remodeled about 1919 and 1920 and enlarged. 

It was still a one-room building, with ten Sunday School 
Classes meeting in one room. 

Moving ahead to 1933, we find the first Vacation Bible 
School at Zion with six teachers and I 4 .I pupils. VBS has 
been carried ever since. 

In 19^9-50, Mrs. Ironmonger says they built the present 
"commodious Brick Church - the sanctuary, the first 13 
Sunday School rooms and other modern conveniences." 

According to Mrs. Ironmonger the "G. Wornom family gave a 
parcel of land adjoining the lot bought in 1919 from the 
School Board, to thus form a good building site and a small 
parking lot." In May 1951 the Congregation moved into the 
new Church. 

In 1951 the parsonage property in Grafton, which was 
owned by the three churches Zion, Providence and Crooks, had 
to be divided, when the York Methodist Charge became Stations. 
So Crooks and Providence sold their share to Zion, and the 

Pastor of Zion continued to live in Grafton for the next two 

•7 

years. In 1953 the official Board of Zion negogated "for a 
lot adjorning the church lawn and a two-story brick parsonage 
with attached garage was buil<£~ for the use of the minister's 
family." 

Something real interesting that the whole community could 

enjoy was installed in 1958, amplified electric chimes. They 

L 

also bought land adjourning the parsonage and church grounds 
at the back of the Church to be used later for development and 







expansion program. 

Growth continued and within ten years of the move across the 
road and into the new plant it became necessary to build another 
unit. So on April 17, 1961, plans were made for a $90,000 
addition, which would be a 50-by-100 ft. two-story building. 

This was to become the educational plant, which would be used for 
social hall, kitchen, and ten additional classrooms. In the 
summer of 1970 a picnic area was added. 

Mrs. Ironmonger says there have been "85 ministers of Zion 
Church in her 150 years of history. Each carried a torch for 
God and for the on-going of His Kingdom here at Crab Neck and 
Sea ford." 

The women of the church have organized themselves into Ladies 
Aid, Women's Missionary Society, and Women's Society of Christian 
Service. 

The men organized into the Methodist Men to render their 
Christian service. The youth work through the United Methodist 
Youth Fellowship, making their contribution to the spiritual 
growth of the church. 


Pam Wright 

HISTORICAL RECORD 'y 
CROOKS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH i‘ 


In the summer of 1861, n robust, dark Kentuckian of thirty-one came across 
the mount; ins into Virginia to join the Confederate Army. Robert Nelson Crooks, 
born in Crecnup, Kentucky on March 16, 1830,had been a minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church Scouth since 1855 and was commissioned a first lieutenant and 
became a chaplain the following June. He spent the war in the Shenandoah Valley 
and in 1865 joined the Virginia annual Conference. His first duty was the 
rebuilding of the York County charge, which had ceased to operate during the 
war. Mr. Crooks served two appointments on the circuit (1865-68 and 1671-75) 
and carried out his assigned tasks admirably. 

During Mr. Crooks' second appointment, one of his charges was a "very 
feeble" Sunday school in Yorktown,which had first met before the war. This 
society was to become Mr. Crooks' final charge. Crippled by rheumatism and 
an injury which forced his supernnnuation,Mr. Crooks returned to Yorktown in 
the late 1880's. He joined the Sunday school, and in 1891 was named its 
supervisor by the Quarterly Conference. His Sunday school met at the Yorktown 
school house until 1906 when it moved into a room over Thomas M. Chandler's 
store, located at the southwest corner of Main and Church Streets. 

The pastor of the York Circuit, the Rev. Mr. J. R. Eggleston, came once 
monthly to celebrate communion. although Mr. Crooks had retired from the 
active ministry in 1901, he continued to hold services in Yorktown homes on 
Sunday nights. Some of the host family homes were the Hudgins, Crooks, 

Strykes, Chandler, Rogers and Beer. Mr. Crooks died in 1916 and was buried 
at Providence Methodist Church cemetery. 

Most of the members of Mr. Crooks' Sunday school belonged to Providence 
Church, whose minister, the Rev. Mr. Eggleston, soon took an interest in up¬ 
grading the services at Yorktown. In 1909 he had a building committee 
formed (Mr. Crooks was a member) to raise a building on a lot donated 6y 
the Chandlers. Thomas M. Chandler agreed to give, and did deed, a lot 
having a frontage of 45 feet on the York-Hampton Road for the erection 
of a church building. 

Using- $200 raised the previous year by the Ladies Aid Society, they 
hired Lem Wright, a local carpenter, to ouild a chapel. Bringing materials 
in from Portsmouth by small boat, Wright constructed a single room structure 
of 28 36 feet, which was completed in the fall and furnished with cast-off 

benches from the town's school house. The $200 was raised by solicitations- 
and the names of the contributors were embroidered in squares of a patch work 
quilt. In order to complete the chapel, the congregation was forced to get a 
loan from the Peninsula Bank in Yorktown. 

In 1919 the new minister at Providence, the Rev. Mr. D. W. Jackson, 
decided to raise the Yorktown chapel to the level of a church. The building 
was repaired and improved with the addition of a pulpit area, metal ceiling, 
and a belfry with a bell, supplied by the Ladies aid Society. The pulpit 
and pulpit chairs were given to the church by the Queen Street Methodist 
Church, Hampton, through the efforts of Mrs. Lucie ann Wider, and at- a 
later date the communion table was donated by the same church through the 
efforts of Mrs. Margaret P. C. Smith. 


The church bell was purchased through the efforts of the Laides Aid 
Society. Each member was given ten cents and instruc 1 to increase this 
sum. Some of the membc--' 'oasted peanuts and sold others served 

lunches, made sandwich. cookies, aprons, etc., an Miss Adele Brown, a 

school teacher, shincc jos to secure the sum neces^'av/ for the purchase 
of the bell. (When the cuurch was torn down for re-lo cKion, the bell was 
sold to a junk dealer Portsmouth.) 

A number of th .day school members, most from PvtvMence and a few 
from Zion, joined the new church, and by the end of 1924 cktown boasted 
twency-five members. Among the known charter members of the church were Mr. 
Crooks, Margaret P. C. Smith, Lillie Cook, Clara Chandler, and Gertrude 
Chandler. On July 15, 1922 the quarterly conference.meeting in Yorktown, 
officially recognized their latest addition as Crooks Memorial Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in honor of its late superintendent. The next charge 
minister, the Rev. Mr. J. D. Hozier, began holding twice-monthly services 
there in 1923. 


Much of the development of Crooks Memorial has been due to the Ladies 
Aid Society (now called the United Methodist Women). In 1931 they secured 
folding chairs to replace the benches, and a carpet. In 1947 they raised 
money to buy an organ. These funds were raised by the Ladies Aid Society 
by holding a beauty contest in the Yorktown School - a vote for a contestant 
cost ten cents. A sum of over one thousand dollars was raised by this means, 
and the electric organ was purchased on March 5, 1947 for the sum of $825. 

Two years later they bought twelve new windows fort the church. In 1938 
(one year before the Methodist Episcopal Church Setouth joined its northern 
counterparts to form the Methodist Church), the only major addition to the 
building was made when three Sunday school rooms were built at a cost of $660. 

During the post-war period, the congregation enjoyed a close relationship 
with that of the Yorktown Baptist Church, sharing morning and evening services 
with them. 

Crooks Memorial remained on a three-church circuit until 1951 when 
Zion and Providence applied to the Virginia Conference for 'individual 
ministers. The congregation of Crooks Memorial decided to request a lay 
minister to preach every Sunday. In 1956 they were again assigned a 
full-time minister, Harry Copley, who also served Warwick Memorial Church 
until I960 when both Warwick and Crooks become station charges, at that 
time Mr. Copley moved into a parsonage which had been started the previous 
year. 

When Harry Copley came to Crooks Memorial.it had an average attendance 
of twenty-five. When it became a single charge four years later, attendance 
had increased four-fold, and membership stood at 150. Before long, the 
congregation realized that the church building had become too small for its 
needs. In 1964 the church property was sold and a larger lot purchased on 
Cook Road, where the church is presently located. The new church was built 
during 1966-67 by W. a. Colbert, at a cost of $85,000,and was dedicated on 
Palm Sunday by the Rev. Mr. J. Q. Gallovuy. 

In llu fifty-odd; years of its existence as a church, Crooks Memorial 
has grown from u small society of believers to a body of 390, with important 
progr. of service in the community. This may be credited to the devotion 
of leaders, beginning with Mr. Crooks, Eggleston,and Jackson, and the work 
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After struggle, 
church thrives 


The Rev. C. V. Morris, a 
missionary in Cuba for 15 
years, served the church 
from 1943-45. He also played 
the piano for services 
during the absence of the 
pianist. 

In 1948 the church was 
relocated to its present site, 
corner of Harpersville Road 
and Hull Street. The sanc¬ 
tuary was constructed with 
the basement used for Sun¬ 
day School divided by cur-, 
tains. The parsonage was 
purchased on adjoining 
property. 

A drive was started to 
purchase altar furniture and 
church pews with many 
families donating $100 each. 
Women of the church 
worked to pay for the organ. 

During the ministry of the 
Rev. J. Fletcher Osborne, 
1950-51, Morrison became an 
independent church. 

An educational unit was 
added during the charge the 
Rev. R. H. Potts III. 1952-56, 
and the first ministerial 
student of the church, W. 
James Athearn, was licen¬ 
sed to preach. 

From 1957-61 Rev. Wyn- 
dam N. Gregory served the 
congregation and three 
young men entered the 
ministry. Later licensed to 
preach, they were LeRoy 


Episcopal Church, Smith 

Services were then held 
once a month by the Rev. J. 
E. Eggleston. ' 

The first building, a white 
chapel, was constructed for 
$500. Later Sunday School 
rooms were added and cur¬ 
tains were used to divide the 
rooms for classes. The Sun¬ 
day School superintendent 
during the 1930s was George 
Davis,. assisted by Capt. 
Jack Davis and George 
Saunders, son-in-law of 
James N. Morgan who 
donated the church lot. Mrs. 
C. C. Stroud served as 
pianist and is still an active 
member. 

During the summer mon¬ 
ths ice cream socials and 
bake sales were held to pay 
for the classrooms. 

During the ministry of the 
Rev. William L. Scearce, a 
ministerial student at the 
College of William and 


By MADELINE DUVAL 
Tlmtvmrjld Sulf Wrtttr 

Morrison United Methodist 
Church, 23$ Harpersville 


Road, Newport News, will 
observe Homecoming from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday. 
Former members and 


Former pastors Mr. Baker and Mr. Preston 


.1907, with Trinity Church of Mary, more, classrooms 
Newport News serving as were added in 1935 with con- 
the mother church until 1919 struction done by members 


friends have been invited to 
the day-long program. 

The Rev. Norman G. 


Preston Jr., pastor of when Hilton Village Church of the church. Munns, Robert Parsons and 

Berryman Church in Rich- (now First Church) was From 1930-31 the church Thomas Pressley, 

mond and pastor of started by Dr. G. C. Butts was closed. It then became During the ministry of the 

Morrison Church from 1965- and became Morrison’s a part of the Williamsburg Rev. Frank L. Baker. 1962- 

70, . will be the speaker for mother church. charge with the Rev. A, B. 64, two adjoining lots on 

the 9 a.m. service. The first services for Clarke serving. Also college Hull Street were purchased 

The Rev. Frank L. Baker, ,Morrisop Church were held students served for a time and the parsonage was used 


now retired and living in 
Stauqton but still serving as 
a supply pastor wiU be the 
speaker for the 11:15 a.m, 
service. Mr. Baker was 
-pastor at Morrison from 
1961 to 1965. 


in the Redmen’s Lodge 
across the street on Harper¬ 
sville Road. 

A church site one block 
south of Morrison railroad 
crossing Was purchased for 
one cent from James N. and 


Dinner will be served on Sarah Morgan and the deed 



was recorded on March 10, 

1908. 

The dedication sermon 
was delivered bv the Rev. 
John Edward White, son of 
tHe founder, on Nov. 14, 

1909. Tn Honor of~tfie~ftev. 
John F. White, the church 
was named White'6 
Memorial Methodist 


the grounds at 12:30 p.m.; 
the church history will be 
presented at 2 p.m.; a 
dedication .service at 2:20 
p.m.; congregational 
singing at 2:30 p.m., and the 
benediction at 3 p.m. 

( Morrison Church was 
^organized by the Rev. John 
v rench White on Aug. 27, 




including James L. Cle¬ 
ments, J. W. Hobbs and 
Samuel E. Donald. The 
student pastors were served 
Sunday dinner in members’ 
homes.^ 

In 1939 the church was 
taken from the William¬ 
sburg charge and became a 
part of the Denbigh- 
Morrison charge. Pastors 
from the Virginia Con¬ 
ference were assigned to the 
church. The same year the 
name of the church was 
changed to Morrison 
Methodist. 

The Rev. Richard R. Bell 
served from 1940-43 when he 
was called as an Army 
chaplain during World War 

JI- 


as a church school annex. 
The new parsonage was at 3 
Hull Street. 

A building committee was 
elected by the Quarterly 
Conference in Sept. 1965 and 
architect Roy Cava was em¬ 
ployed for guidance. 
Property at 7 Hull Street 
was purchased making a . 
total of 1.68 acres. 

The Rev. Norman G. 
Preston in 1966 led a 
Stewardship Crusade for¬ 
mulating building plans. 

In 1967 J. E. Wray Co. ad¬ 
ded a second educational 
unit and the church school 
annex was razed. A con¬ 
secration service was held 
on Sept. 24, 1967. 
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Discussing Memorial Service to be held 3 p.m. May 6 at Providence United 
Methodist Church, Dare, are from left Mrs. Lewis Hall, Mrs. Ethel McNutt and 
Mrs. Arenita Dawson, standing at grave at Alenn M. Tate, who died in the Viet- 

£ *1 113111 con 0‘ ct > J® 0, 26 > 1966, 

Rep. Downing Will Speak 
During Memorial Service 
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YORKTOWN — Ren, the ncrasim . 

Thomas N nnwning y^i; iy There are now buried in the 
miftst ^neuker duri ng annual churchyar d soldiers who have 
MemonalServices_3_g^rTOV 

6 . at the Providence Lmitetr t his rnnnirv mriiutingI hi 
Mcthnftst Church i)arm n ~~ —* 

The program will be held 
under the direction of The 
fiSiU.JLgharri—1—McNull. 
p ast or. Special music will be 
pfWIded by the church choir 
underttre direction .of.Iqnunie 


The 


annual 




jrifninrifii ser- 

ortlv after 


the Wa p Between the 
honor five nnknn\ 


ates to 

25u- 


five u nknow n 

federate ’soldiers buri ed in the 
cnurciicctll^n ry. *‘" ' 

T2!!?rT!!^e 
of 


: service honored all 
those burled jn the., 
1 cejftetery and all of the graves ' 
are decor,T tcrtjyhh fln«»rc f™-- 



Jripnris attend the xpecyl 
vice. 
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By ROBERT GRAVES 
Staff Reporter 

YORKTOWN - The historic Zion United 
Methodist Church, wich roots going back to 
1822 — destroyed during the Civil War and 
later rebuilt and enlarged — will celebrate its 
150th annivosary Oct. IS. 

An afternoon service on that day will fea¬ 
ture a historical sketch prepared and pre¬ 
sented by the church historian, Mrs. J. Wes¬ 
ley Ironmonger, one of tbe co-chairmen for 
the observance. 

Mrs. Ironmonger is prominent for her ex¬ 
tensive work on the history of Methodism and 
the development of the Methodist church. 

Co^hairmen with Mrs. Ironmonger for the 
observance are Mrs. W. S. Womom, Julius 
Harris and the Rev. Arthur W. Ayers, pastor. 

The day will begin with church schpol at 
9:45 a.m., to be followed by the regular morn¬ 
ing 'warship at 11, with dinnff for members 
and invited guests. 

Tbe Rev. Ayers will lead the morning ser¬ 
vice and the sermon delivered by. Dr. J. Cal- 
j roll Fink, superintendent of the Peninsula 
District. 

Dr. Fink came to tbe Peninsula area from 
Roanoke, where he was pastor of the South 
Roanoke United Methodist Church. - 
Four persons ,who went into the ministry 
from the church will be included in the after¬ 
noon service and past ministers will be hon- 
—hred. 

Neigfibortng-ewigregatiiona-are .being invited 
to be represented at the celebration. 

An administrative board committee of Zion 
'Church has met to make plans for the occa¬ 
sion and to involve the entire congregation in 
preparing for the celebration. 

The beginning of Zion Church occurred in 
1822 when a group of interested persons in 


Crab Neck, now Seaford, made an effort to 
organize a Methodist Chufch in the area.' 
Land was donated and a board of trustees 
formed. 

Mrs. Iromonger said the'first church was 
built on land deeded by Thomas and Anna 
Stroud and William and-Frances Stroud to Jo¬ 
seph Crockett, James Ironmonger, Cyrus B. 
James, Robert Thompkins, Charles Ironmo¬ 
nger, William Guy and William Morgan, 
trustees, “that they shall erect and build 
thereon a house of worship for the use of the 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the USA.” ' 

The Northern Army destroyed Zion Church 
during the Civil War, between 1861 and 1865, 
and it was rebuilt in 1866, she said. 

Mrs. Ironmonger explained that the church 
was enlarged in 1903-04, with builders adding 
wings on either side, thus changing the shape 
of the building from rectangular to the form 
of a cross. 

“A new pulpit area was added, thus capping 
the cross," she said. 

Tbe lumber used in the construction of the 
second Zion Church building was brought 
from (5ld Point by Samuel D. Ironmonger on 
his Chesapeake Bay Canoe, and it consisted of 
salvaged material from a dismantled bar¬ 
racks building of the Northern Army. 

The third Zion Church building was started 
Aug. 23, 1949, with J. Wesley Ironmonger, 
great grandson of two of tbe first trustees, as 
the builder. 

The cornerstone for the new edifice was laid 
durlng-ccremonlea May_2Z, 1950, with more 
than 300 members and church officials attend¬ 
ing. 

Wielding the trowel ‘ at the ceremony was 
the Bishop W. W. Peele, presiding bishop of 
the Virginia Conference of the Methodist 
Church. 
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second Zion Church was buOt in 1866 to replace the bunding destroyed dur¬ 
ing the War Between the States. 


The Zion Church was 
moved to a new site 
across the street and 8 
large memorial bell 
placed on original site, 
which is occupied bj 
the church cemetery. 



















Present Zion Church is 
tirfarge structure with 
. many rooms, including 
' an educational annex 
. housing a social hall, 
| kitchen, 10 additional 
classrooms and other 
faciliites. 
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o providence: o providence: 


O Providence! the best church of all the earth! 
After countless years we celebrate your birth! 
This is your birthday, so let us, you and me 
Come with our praises and give them to thee. 

Our thoughts of love and service let us bring 
As we show positive proof of our remembering. 


0 blessed church of one hundred twenty five years. 

We look back with thoughts of nostalgia and tears. 

Of courage we have seen in your founding people. 

As they built this place of worship with a steeple. 
Of faith for the doubtful hours and heedless ears 
As they struggled and strived forward without fears. 


0 blessed Providence! may your light ever shine 
As God's grace and glory fill your heart and mine. 

We are grateful to the builders of our house of stone 
And who now have passed on to their eternal home. 

May the generations who are left to carry the torch 
Grow in spirit and truth in the onward march. 


0 blessed Providence! so stately and kind! 

May all your descendents ever keep in mind 
Your mission and purpose as they go their way. 

May no false teachings tempt their feet to stray. 
May all those who share your heritage of fame 
Live nobler, richer lives and glorify your name. 


By Neva B. Brooks 


THE 125th ANNIVERSARY 
OF 

PROVIDENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


DARE , VIRGINIA 
SEPTEMBER 13, 14, 15, 1974 



Richard L. McNutt, Minister 


W. Kenneth Goodson 
Bishop 


J. Carroll Fink 
District Superintendent 





PROGRAM 



THEME - "OUR HERITAGE" 

September 13 

OLD FASHIONED CHURCH SERVICE 

7:00 P.M. 

Renewal of Acquaintances 

7:30 P.M. 

Worship Service 

Guest Speaker - Dr. R. Orman 
Bryant 

Lots of Singing 

September 14 

FUN NIGHT 

6:00 P.M. 

Community Men's Chorus - Gospel 
Singing 

6:30 P.M. 

Down Memory Lane - Bob White 

(Movies, Slides and Tapes of Past 
Events at Providence) 

7:30 P.M. 

Ice Cream Social / 


September 15 


11:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 

Guest Speaker - Dr. Edgar Potts 

12:00 P.M. 

Lunch at the church 

2:30 P.M. 

Pageant (Depicting the History of 
the Church) 


It is with great pleasure that we welcome all who 
attend our celebration. Thanks, also, to all who 
have helped to make this Anniversary a success. In 
God's name and glory may we build on "Our Heritage" 
as we face the future. 


GLIMPSES INTO THE HISTORY OF PROVIDENCE 


1849 - First Providence Church built - 39 charter 
members first minister - Rev. John S. 
Briggs first Sunday School Superintendent 
W. A. Nottingham, Sr. 

1851 - First trustees of Providence - Thomas D. 

Hudgins, Samuel D. Ironmonger, Alexander 
Weston, James Wilson, John R. Chandler, 
Peter Shields and Whittington Crockett 

1852 - Minister's salary - $113.40 

1873 - First parsonage bought in Cockletown - $800. 

1879 - Membership reached 161 

1880 - Missionary collection taken on May 15 amount 

ed to 15C 

1883 - Second Providence Church built - $600. 

1890 - First Women's Society organized - first 
president - Miss Elizabeth V. Davis 
1906 - First mention of the Epworth League (young 
people's group) at Providence 
1931 - Third Providence Church built - $12,000. 

1950 - Centennial Celebration 

1951 - Providence became an autonomous station - 

first full-time minister - Rev. Marvin 
White 

1952 - Minister's salary $3,500. 

1953 - Methodist Men's Club organized 

1963 - An educational building and an addition to 
the church completed $76,000. 

1974 - 125th Anniversary Celebration 
Membership now - 510 

Those who have left our church to go into full-time 
ministry are: 

Benjamin F. Watson Herman E. Wornom 

John E. White Percy D. White 

William J. Watson Robert E. White, Jr. 

A book "History of Providence United Methodist 
Church" is being published. If you are interested 
in obtaining a copy - contact Neva Brooks or Bonnie 
Brooks (877-3722). 




EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE 
OCTOBER 16, 1967 
8:00 P. M. 

Organ Prelude 
Call to Warship 

Minister: The Lard has been mindful af us; He will bless us. 

Peaple: He will bless thase who fear the Lard, bath small 

and great. 

Minister: Let us thank the Lard far His steadfast lave; 

Peaple: And far His uanderful works ta the sans af men! 

Hymn Na. 35-"Far the Beauty af the Earth" 

Psalter-(Read Responsively)-Page 561 

Prayer 

Ministry af Giving: 

Offertary Prayer 

Presentation af aur Tithes and Gifts 

Anthem-Seleated-Seniar Chair 

Saripture 

Serman-The Reverend C. T. Tapping 

Minister at Lakeside Methadist Churah, Richmond, Virginia 

Hymn Na. 333-"All Beautiful the Marsh af Days" 

Benedictian 
Silent Prayer 
Organ Pastlude 

************************************ 

EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE 
Octaber 17, 1967 
8:00 P. M. 

(THE DAY OF OUR BIRTH-150 YEARS AGO) 

Organ Prelude 
Call ta Warship 

Minister: Our help is in the name af the Lard, 

Peaple: uha made heaven and earth. 

Minister: 0 give thanks ta the Lard, far He is gaad, 

Peaple: far His steadfast lave endures far ever. 

Hymn Na. 5--"Came, Ye That Lave the Lard" 

Acts af Praise-Page 618 

Prayer 

Ministry af Giving: 

Offertary Prayer 

Dedicatian af aur Tithes and Gifts 


Anthem-All Chairs 

Scripture Lessen 

Serman-Dr. W. Carrcll Freeman 


Minister at Mcunt Verncn Methadist Church, Danville, Virginia 
Note Burning 

Songs of Praise by 3 Choirs 
Benediction 
Silent Prayer 
Organ Postlude 

***************************************** 

A note of thanks to all who helped make this 150TH Anniversary 
a great success. We are a better church. And in God's strength 
and name we face the future. Amen. 



The 150th Anniversary 


Tabernacle Methodist Church 


POQUOSON VIRGINIA 


Claude F. Moseley, Minister 


Walter C. Gum 
Bishop 


M. Douglas Newman 
District Superintendent 














A WORD OF WELCOME: It is with great pleasure we welcome all wf( 
attends our 15CTH Anniversary Celebration here at Tabernacle 
Methodist Church. Let this be a great moment with you and we 
assure you it is with us. 

C. F. Mosely, 
Minister 

**************************************************** 

OCTOBER 15TH, 1967 
MORNING WORSHIP SERV/ICE 
11: A. M. 


Organ Prelude- --Selected 

Call to Worship . „ 

Minister: This is the day which the Lord has made; let us 

rejoice and be glad in it. 

People: I was glad when they said to me, *Let us go to the 

house of the Lord!" 

Minister: This is none other than the house of God, and this 
is the gate of heaven. 

People: Blessed be the Lord; may His glory fill the whole 

earth! _ . „ 

Hymn No. 91-"Uhen Morning Gilds the Skies 

Psalter-(Read Responsively)-- —Page bbu 

Anthem-"Arise 0 Lord"-:"'""7'" Senl n r Ch n^ 

Affirmation of Faith-(Apostles Creed)-;-P a 9 e 730 

Morning Prayer-Lord's Prayer-Choral Response 

Ministry of Giving: ' 

Offertory Prayer 

Presentation of Tithes and Gifts „ 

Hymn No. 133.-."Breathe an Me, Breath of God 

Scripture Lessen ___ Dr _ D las Nb JL 

Sermon- _ _ . , ^ 

District Superintendent of Peninsula District 

Hymn No. 166-"Lord Jesus, I Love Thee" 

Benediction 

Silent Prayer _Selected 

Organ ^^jS^^^^^^^********************************* 

DINNER 
12:30 P. M. 

We hope all will honor Tabernacle by eating dinner now prepared 
for everyone. This is our day. Enjoy every moment. 

Tabernacle Membership 
THE HISTORY OF A GREAT CHURCH 
1:30 P. M. 

Hymn No. 297 (Verses 1 and 4)-"The Church's One Foundation 

The History of Tabernacle Methodist Church, Poquoson, Virginia 

Read by Mr. Carlton Lawson 

„ __Selected 

Praver- 


Prayer 


( 


THE 15QTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
TABERNACLE METHODIST CHURCH 
POQUOSON, VIRGINIA 
OCTOBER 17TH, 1967 


ROLL CALL 

( 


(( 

(( 


A 

Allen, Judy Carol H. 

Amory, Mary 0. 

Amory, J. T.,Jr. 

Amory, Marshall H. 

Apelt, Patricia Smith 
Austin, Alice Gordon 
B 

Baisch, Susan Carson 
Ballard, Gary Keirn 
Ballard, Joyce Landrum 
Ballard, Gary Kay 
Ballard, Janet Lynn 
Barnes, Beverly 
Barnes, Lillie Dryden 
Barnes, Nelson L. 

Barnes, Mary Roberts Insley 
Barnes, Annie Bunting 
Barnett, Fannie E. Dixon 
Barnett, Mrs. L. B. 

Bennett, Coleen Ann 
Berry, Louetta 
Blankenship, Gloria Hunt 
Bradd, Lovella 

Brushuood, Donald Eduard, Sr. 
Brushuood, Noreita Williams 
Bullard, Richard Hduard, Sr. 
Bullard, Marilyn Plaisted 
Bullard, Richard Houard, Jr. 
Bullard, Linda Louise 
Bunting, Leslie 
Bunting, John Wesley 
Bunting, Berlie W. 

Bunting, William E., Jr. 
Bunting, Miriam Moore 
Burcher, Linuood I. 

Burcher, Mary P. 

Burcher, Cornell 
Burcher, Winnie Martin 
Burnett, Richard D. 

Burnett, Mary Thomas 
Byrd, Richard Thomas 
Byrd, Barbara Roue 
Byrd, Audrey Jean 
Byrd, Sandra Jean 
Byrd, Stranberry 
C 

Carmines, Donald Ray 
Carmines, Sara E. Dryden 
Carmines, Edna Kight 
Carmines, George Sidney 
Carmines, Linda Burrough 
Carmines, Laura G. 

Carmines, J. Elmer 
Carmines, J. Elmer, Jr. 
Carmines, J. Stuart 
Carmines, Helan Carpenter 
Carmines, Rebecca Thomas 
Carmines, Ray 
Carmines, Eva Freeman 
Carmines, May 
Carmony, Arthur M. 

Carmony, Sallie H. 

Carmony, Ruth E. 

Carmony, Bonnie Belinda 
Carpenter, Nan Cox 
Carr, Russell Duane 
Carr, Marvyl Kension 
Carr, Jerry Dean 


C 

Carr, Judy DeAnn 
Carr, Joni Lynn 
Cauley, Eduard Franklin 
Cauley, Mary Jane H. 

Cauley, Eduard Franklin, Jr. 
Cauley, Deborah Jane 
Cauley, Connie Jean 
Chandler, Andreu J. 

Chandler, Carrie R. 

Chandler, Page J. 

Charlton, Timothy R. 
Charlton, Elizabeth Jane 
Clark, John William, Jr. 
Clark, Barbara Ledbetter 
Clark, John W. Ill 
Clarke, W. A. 

Clarke, Thelma 
Clarke, Deanna Leigh 
Clarke, Dennis Larry 
Cole, Morgan Hurt 
Cole, Carol Rae W. 

Cook, Macyla Ferguson 
Cox, W. Keith 
Cox, Albert J. 

Cox, Florine Bradshau 
Cox, Eduard G. 

Cox, Ruth 
Cox, Mrs. M. H. 

Crauford, Laurence Y. 
Crauford, Thelma T. 

Crauford, Laurence Tildon 
Crauford, Walter Russell 
Cross, John W. 

Cross, Jeanette F. 

Cross, Suzanne Carol 
Cross, John W.,Jr. 

Cross, Patricia Lynn 
Cross, Joseph S. 

Cross, Pauline F. 

Cross, Jane Carol 
Culpepper, Martha Eduards 
D 

Deans, Thomas E. 

Deans, Ethel Forrest 
Deans, Thomas Earl, Jr. 
Deans, Gerald Elliott 
DeSiders, Jean Woods 
Deyerle, Margeret 
Deyerle, James Elmer II 
Deyerle, Ruth Brunkou 
Dieter, Eugene Alvin 
Dieter, Gertrude Bolton 
Dieter, Richard Alvin 
Dieter, Laurence Eugeme 
Diggs, Nina M. Ironmonger 
Dixon, Stanley 
Dixon, Martha 
Dixon, William B. 

Dixon, Geraldine 
Drummond, Charles Earnest 
Drummond, Maxine MacDonald 
Drummond, Douglas Steuard 
Dryden, Edgar 
Drydan, David Freeman 
Dryden, Eluood 
Dryden, Virginia 
Dryden, John Wesley 
Drydan, Eula 


D 

Dryden, Jessa Fay 
Dryden, Coleen 
Dryden, Lee Hunt 
Dryden, Patricia Insley 
Dryden, Rebecca 
Dryden, William Freeman 
Dryden, Roma Leuis 
Dryden, Christy Jo 
Durrette, Thomas Leonard 
Durrette, Mildred Moore 
Duty, Betty Insley 
E 

Easterling,0. H. 
Easterling, Frances 
Easterling, Paul Gayle 
Easterling, Garry Hugh 
Eastep, Lanford Earl, Sr. 
Eastep, Charline I. 

Eastep, Lanford Earl,Jr. 
Eastep, Peggy Smith 
Eduards, Mary Brame 
Eduards, Phillip Lee 
Ellege, Angus 
Ellege, Laura Mae T. 

Ellis, Paul P. 

Ellis, Burnette T. 

Ellis, Deborah Jo 
Ensley, William Bailey 
Ensley, Pearl 
Estell, Sallie L. Moore 
Evens, Clarence Skidmore 
Evans, Grace Thomas 
Evans, Deuey Wesley 
Evans, Kenneth Thomas 
Evans, Paul Christian 
Evans, James R. 

Evans, Betty James 
Evans, Peggy 
Evans, Naomi L. Moore 
Everett, Alton Ray 
Everett, Jane Thomas 
F 

Faulkner, Floyd Don 
Faulkner, Peggy Hallman 
Faulkner, Pamelsa Gelene 
Ferguson, Denny Warren 
Ferguson, Shirley Moore 
Ferguson, Eduard E. 
Ferguson, Bertha I. 
Ferguson, Robert Lee 
Ferguson, Marilyn [Louise 
Ferguson, William Eduard 
Ferguson, William H. 
Ferguson, Annie T. 
Ferguson, William H.,Jr. 
Ferguson, Sallie 
Ferguson, Roy L. 

Farguson, Danella Boone 
Ferguson, Alline 
Ferguson, Joseph Arnold 
Ferguson, Jackie 
Ferguson, India 
Ferguson, Mary Emma Dryden 
Firman, Harvey Thomas, Jr. 
Firman, Marie McMillan 
Firth, Catherine S. 

Firth, Carolyn 
Forester, Maryl Sager 


















( ( 


F 

Forrest, Annie 
Forrest, A. S. 

Forrest, Margaret Freeman 
Forrest, Betsy 
Forrest, Bennie F. 

Forrest, Jean M. 

Forrest, Howell E. 

Forrest, Edna L. 

Forrest, H. S.,Jr. 

Forrest, Rosalyn Wilson 
Forrest, Daniel Wilson 
Forrest, Henry Steven III 
Forrest, Beulah 
Forrest, J. B.,Jr. 

Forrest, Dorothy 
Forrest, John Bunyon III 
Forrest, Roger Franklin 
Forrest, Jack Nathan 
Forrest, Jean Ray 
Forrest, Jack Nathan, Jr. 
Forrest, Mary Lynne 
Forrest, L. Charles 
Forrest, Mary E. 

Forrest, Levenia 
Forrest, Ann Paige 
Forrest, Annie Watkins 
Forrest, Emma P. 

Forrest, Mattie 
Forrest, Orville H. 

Forrest, Lois Hall 
Forrest,Mary 
Forrest, R. H. 

Forrest, Virginia Lewis 
Forrest, R. H.,Jr. 

Forrest, Carol M. 

Forrest, Roy Wilbur 
Forrest, Lennie Lea 
Forrest, Roslyn Hunt 
Forrest, Vernon 
Forrest, Evelyn Phillips 
Forrest, Warren Smith 
Forrest, Carol Anderson 
Forrest, William Thomas 
Forrest, Emily Insley 
Forrest, Judith Lane 
Forrest, William H. 

Forrest, Eva Cox 
Foster, Parry G. 

Foster, Ella Mae 
Frazier, Betty S. Parsinger 
Freeman, Benjamin M. 
Freeman, Thelma Topping 
Freeman, Edward Lee 
Freeman, Julietta Smith 
Freeman, Benjamin Ray 
Freeman, Ila Lea Hill 
Freeman, Delma Calvin, Jr. 
Freeman, Diana Deyerla 
Freeman, Delma 
Freeman, Nannie Moore 
Freeman, E. Thomas, Jr. 
Freeman, Shirley 
Freeman, Nancy baa 
Freeman, Elias Thomas, III 
Freeman, Wesley Sparrer 
Freeman, Nellie Sparinco 
Freemen, Forrest 
Freeman, Frances Sparrer 


F 

Freeman, Edward 
Freeman, Dr. Gerald Quinton 
Freeman, Margeret Pitchford 
Freeman, Jennifer Lee 
Freeman, Margaret Lynn 
Freeman, Herbert 
Freeman, Lois Madeline 
Freeman, Christian 
Freeman, Lillian 
Freeman, Otis 
Freeman, Marjorie Moore 
Freeman, William Otis, Jr. 
Freeman, Sheila Deyerle 
Freeman, Rebecca Dryden 
Freeman, Henry Leslie, Jr. 
Freeman, Robert Stanley 
Freeman, Viola Forrest 
Freeman, Carrie 
Freeman, Mayme 
Freeman, W. Thomas 
Freeman, Anna W. 

Freeman, W. Thomas, Jr. 
Freeman, William T. 

Freeman, Iva 
Freeman, Diggs 
Frishkorn, Donald H. 
Frishkorn, Barbara C. 
Frishkorn, Mary Beth 
G 

Gerner, Joel 
Garner, Deisfc 
Gauvin, Ralph Alton 
Gauvin, Susan Gillespie 
German, Earl S. 

German, Mattie Taagle 
Gibbs, William R. 

Gibbs, Betty 
Gibbs, Paul 
Gillespie, Lenora F. 
Gillespie, John Emory, Jr. 
Gillespie, Victoria 
Gooch, Patti Ellis 
Gosling, Graydon T. 

Gosling, Betty Willett 
Gattschall, Gertie Amelia 
Guthrie, D. H. 

Guthrie, Mrs. D. H. 

H 

Hahn, Mahlon E. 

Hahn, Rosalyn Moore 
Hahn, Benjamin Mahlon 
Hart, Lehona Atkinson 
Hart, Debora Lee 
Hart, Mary Elizabeth 
Hastings, Douglas Richard 
Hastings, Joseph Russell 
Hawkins, Carrie Freeman 
Hill, Albert Charles 
Hill, Elaine 
Hill, Regina 
Hill, Goldie 
Hogge, Camilla Rollins 
Hogge, Jenneil Cox 
Holloway, Bonnie Fay Forrest 
Holloway, Margaret 
Holloway, Virginia Watkins 
Holloway, H. Elam 
Holloway, Garnette Sager 
Holloway, Harry Lee, Sr. 
Holloway,, Joyce Ann 


H 

Holloway, Willaim Ellarson 
Holloway, Evelyn Cox 
Holt, Elizabeth Dixon 
Hopkins, Albert 
Hopkins, Charles W. 

Hopkins, Betty M. 

Hopkins, Linda Gray 
Hopkins, Edward R., Jr. 
Hopkins, Edward R. 

Hopkins, Lydia Evans 
Hopkins, Gerald Wayne 
Hopkins, George R. 

Hopkins, Matilda 
Hopkins, John N. 

Hopkins, Maude 
Hopkins, John Mahlon 
Hopkins, Robert G. 

Hopkins, Edith Topping 
Hopkins, Nancy 

Hopkins, Robert Goodwin, Jr. 
Hopkins, Zoan Firth 
Hopkins, Cynthia Robin 
Hopkins, G. Samuel 
Hopkins, Julia Bunting 
Hopkins, Gregory George 
Hopkins, Joanne Gae 
Hopkins, Gary Samuel 
Hopkins, W. Eldridge 
Horsley, Thomas C. 

Horsley, Lee Topping 
Howard, William Lawrence, Jr. 
Boward, Patricia Morrow 
Hudgins, Bertha 
Humphrey, Lester Earl 
Humphrey, Avis Ensley 
Humphrey, Barbara Yvonne 
Humphrey, Lester Earl, Jr. 
Hunt, George S. 

Hunt, Alfret H. 

Hunt, Annie May 
Hunt, John Steward 
Hunt, Alva F. 

Hunt, Mrs. Alva F. 

Hunt, John Clinton 
Hunt, Alva Francis,Jr. 

Hunt, James Michael 
Hunt, Charles Hobday 
Hunt, Mrs. Clyde 
Hunt, William Kelsor, Jr. 
Hunt, Dorothy M. 

Hunt, Janice 
Hunt, Elbert Byrd 
Hunt, Donna Menefee 
Hunt, Elizabeth M. 

Hunt, Eugene 
Hunt, Anne Temple 
Hunt, Fred D. Sr. 

Hunt, Juanita C. 

Hunt, Fred D., Jr. 

Hunt, Carolyn White 
Hunt, Carol Dianne 
Hunt, Viola 
Hunt, Avis 
Hunt, Harry 
Hunt, Melvin 
Hunt, Dr.J. F., Jr. 

Hunt, Ann Stacy 
Hunt, Debra Leigh 
Hunt, Dr. John F., III 
Hunt, Corria J. 


H 

Hunt, ? Randolph , 
Hunt, ( arine Dej{ *• 
Hunt, Edwin 

Hunt, Joyce Smith 
Hunt, Carrie Watkins 
Hunt, Missouri F. 

Hunt, Missouri E. 

Hunt, Elva 
Hunt, P. G. 

Hunt, Thelma 
Hunt, R. Edwin 
Hunt, Lucy S. 

Hunt, Mabel Phillips 
Hunt, William Franklin 
Hunt, Ben, Jr. 

Hunt, Irna 
Hunt, Ben III 
Hunt, Paula H. 

I 

Insley, Brenda Forrest 
Inslay, Donna J. Wilkefrsan 
Insley, Otis James, Jr. 
Insley, Linda Wilson 
Insley, Royal Cedric, Sr. 
Insley, Virginia Sparrer 
Insley, James Sidney 
Insley, Royal Cedric, Jr. 
Insley, Linda LeCompta 
Insley, Kenneth 
Insley, Anne J. Bradshaw 
Insley, Goodwin W. 

Inslay, Mabel lil. 

Insley, George Vinson 
Insley, Jesse Evans 
Inslay, Daniel Evans 
Insley, George,Jr. 

Insley^r ~"enda Holly 
Insleyl :hael Wayf 
Insley, ..elie Marsi\_^ 
Insley, Roy W. 

Insley, Mayme Lou 
Inslay, Thorbon Wayne 
Insley, Robert 
Insley^ \dred H. i 
Ironmo^ , Percy E^ 
Ironmonger, Lensll Bunting 
Ironmonger, Percy E.,Jr. 

J 

Johnson, Mervie Gotha 
Johnson, Annie Aldridge 
Johnson, Paula A. Kurtz 
Johnson, William Munford 
Johnson, Patricia Gardner 
Johnson, Mary Victoria 
Johnson, Eewn Leight 
Jones, F. M. 

Jones, Mary E. Dryden 
Jones, Mary Evie 
Jones , Fit 2 hugh 
Jonas, Paul M. 

Jones, Eloise Kirby 
Jonas, Douglas Vernon 
K 

Kedneburg, Ruth Virginia 
Kapley, Jackie Glenn 
Kepley, Carolyn G. 

Kurtz, Pauline topping 
Kurtz, Kenneth 
Kurtz, Carolyn T. 

Kurtz, Richard Leroy 


L 

La Beau, Richard J. 

La Beau, Maxane Watson 
La Beau, Michael Dean 
La Beau, Judith Ann 
La Beau, Susan Lee 
Landrum, Donald W. 

Larson, David A. 

Larson, Linde Clarey 
Lawson, Carlton 
Lawson, Elsie 
Lawson, Carlton Rogers 
Lawson, Annie Wilson 
Laweon, Franklin 
Lawson, Jeanette Hansford 
Lawson, Horace Franklin 
Lawson, Katherine Ann 
Lawson, Jesse L. 

Lawson, Naomi 
Lawson, Naomi Carol 
Lawson, William Franklin 
Lawson, Sylvia Berry 
Leeson, Jackie Marshall 
Leeson, Jacqualin Watkins 
Laason, Deborah Lynn 
Leeson, Jackep Marshall, Jr. 
Leeson, Karen Sue 
Lindberg, Sally S. 

Louqust, Floyd J. 

Louquet, Doris B. 

Louquet, Jean Marie 
M 

MacDonald, Sandra Kay 
MacDonald, Earl 
MacDokald, Elaine Robertson 
MacDonald, Michael Clayton 
MacDonald, Wayne Allen 
MacDonald, Robin Elaine 
MacDoneld, Cathlaan Mae 
McClure, Patricia Elizabeth 
Malstrom, Serena Ferguson 
Martin, James Herbert 
Martin, Mildred Freeman 
Martin, Batty Ann T. 

Martin, Elwood Lemuel 
Martin, Dorothy Inez 
McDaniel, Charles Mitchell 
McDaniel, Georgia Kietchie 
McDaniel, Gregory Allan 
McGhee, Linda Lea 
McGraw, Cora Frances H. 
McGraw, Michael Eugene 
McMahan, Herman W. 

McMahan, Patsy Benson 
McMahan, Beverly Kay 
McMahan, Katherine Ruth 
McMahan, Peggy Lee 
McMillan, Fenler W. 

McMillan, Lucille 
McMillan, James Dannis 
Mada^is, Nellie S. 

Medaris, Jozilla Beverly 
Menefee, Wanda Kay 
Messick, Joseph 
Messick, Robert 
Messick, Margaret 
Messick, Thomas 
Messick, Alma 
Messick, Thomas Wesley 
Miechurski, Dennis Jamas 
Miachurske, Linda Williams 


M 

Millen, Kenneth 
Millen, Phyllis 
Millen, Karan Sub 
M iller, Shirley Watkins 
Miller, Ronald James 
Miller, Linda Parker 
Mooney, Ava Carmines 
Moore, Alonza F. 

Moore, Mollie 
Moore, Archie Lawson 
Moore, Betty 
Moore, Benjamin S. 

Moore, Matti T. 

Moore, Carrie W. 

Moore, Gladys Cox 
Moore, Malene Ann 
Moore, Carroll Lee, III 
Moore, Beulah T. 

Moore, Louise Hunt 
Moore, Charles P. 

Moore, Irvin F. 

Moore, Naomi 
Moore, J. Edwin 
Moore, Esther 
Moore, Douglas Edward 
Moore, Robert Calvin 
Moore, Herbert 
Moore, Alma Bunting 
Moore, Jarmon Medlin 
Moore, Glenna Fay Ensley 
Moore, Joseph R., Sr. 

Moore, Joseph R,, Jr. 

Moore, Edna Barbara 
Moore, Louisa Lawson 
Moore, Mattie A. 

Moore, Novella Sue Hunt 
Moore, William T. P.,Jr. 
Moore, Glenda P. 

Morgan, Elbert D., Jr. 
Morgan, Judith Dale H. 
Moseley, Lucille 
Moseley, Gerard F. 

Moseley, Judith Cooke 
Moseley, Richard H. 

Moye, Clara Honegger 
Moye, Rite Dianna 
Moye, Janet 
Myers, Shirley 
N 

Neal, Robert Samuel 

Neal, Bonnie Jonas 

Neal, Patsy Sue 

Neil, Judy Rollins 

Nicosia, Joseph Anthony, Jr. 

Nicosia, Joseph A. 

Nicosia, Catherine Holloway 
Nicosia, David Ernest 
Nolte, Kim Celasti 
0 

Ottofero, Dora J. Huggett 
Overbay, Vance Augusta, Jr. 
Overbay, Anna Ensley 
P 

Page, Vernon H. 

Paga, Virginia F. 

Page, Vernon Harold 
Page, Berdis Dryden 
Parham, Herbert Edison 
Parham, Rosa Adams 
Perish, Carrie L. Lawson 


P 

Parker, Clarence Tarry 
Parker, Carolyn Marie 
Patrick, Eleanor Watkins 
Parker, Elizabeth F. 

Pelesz, Lillian Topping 
Perdue, Rhodelia Watkins 
Phillips, Minnie 
Phillips, E. Glenn 
Phillips, Nall 
Phillips, James Barry 
Phillips, Maggie Lae 
Phillips, Mary Eleanor 
Phillips, Mamie C. 

Phillips, William Pelham 
Phillips.Virginia Sue 
Phillips, W. Emmitt 
Phillips, William 5. 

Prince, Richard 
Prince, Celie Forrest 
Prince, Richard Baxter, III 

Q 

Quinn, Harold L. 

Quinn, Mery Ann Dryden 
Quinn, Littleton Harold 
Quinn, Ann Carol 
Quinn, Becky Sue 
R 

Rasnick, Norana P. 

Resler, Della Topping 
Reynolds, Norman W. 
Reynolds, Rowena M. 

Rexrode, Kenny 
Rexrode, Myrtle Myers 
Raxrode, Judy Kaye 
Rich, Dale G. 

Rich, Vivian 
Rich, Tarry 

Ridenhour, Linda Moore 
Riley, Shirley M. Ferguson 
Riggins, Frances Pleasants 
Riggins, Arlene Hunt 
Riggins, Joanne LaVerne 
Riggins, William Webster 
Riggins, William Benjamin 
Robertson, Howell W. 
Robertson, Alma Topping 
Robertson, Howell W., Jr. 
Robertson, Sub Firth 
Rohrbach, Richard Carl 
Rohrbach, Frances Dixon 
Rohrbach, Patrica Faye 
Rohrbach, Gary Mitchell 
Rollins, Belle Bunting 
Rollins, Norman Audrey 
Rollins, Mrs. Norman Audrey 
Rollins, Willard R. 

Rollins, Randolph R. ,Jr. 
Rollins, Fannie F. 

Rollins, Jack 
Rollins, Judy Harrell 
Rollins, Raymond Alfred 
Rollins, Mary Sue 
Rollins, Irene 
Rondeau, Lorriana White 
Rondeau, Darlene Ellen 
Rondeau, Marilyn Carol 
Rondeau, Billie Jo 
Roundy, Annie Laura F. 

Rowe, Nellie G. Ferguson 
Rowe, Mrs. Betty S. 



R 

Roue, Murray Touell, Jr. 

S 

Sanders, Pauline Freeman 
Schertz, Donald Cozier 
Schertz, Donna Christine 
Schertz, Deborah Colleen 
Schertz, Dianne Catherine 
Schertz, Hazel Cozier 
Schoenfelder, Mary Freeman 
Seauell, Laurence 
Seauell, Ola Cox 
Seauell, Charles L. 

Seely, Luther Jay 
Seely, Eleanor Hopkins 
Seely, Ronald Wayne 
Seely, Linda Joyce 
Seely, Luther, Jr. 

Shau, Asa L. 

Shau, Jean Moore 
Shau, Wayne Henry 
Shau, Glenn Kevin 
Shields, Margaret W. 
Shields, Don Ray 
Shields, Sara Hunt 
Shields, William Jennings, 
Simpson, Carole Watkins 
Smith, Annie Lorena 
Smith, Judy Wade 
Smith, Emily F. 

Smith, Cora Firth 
Smith, Betsy 
Smith, Isaac T. 

Smith, Ruth W. 

Smith, John R. 

Smith, Charlotte Dryden 
Smith, Nannie 
Smith, Robert Eduard, Jr. 
Smith, Carlo Gardner 
Smith, Sidney 
Smith, Leland 

Southall, Charles Macon, II 
Southall, Emily Forrest 
Stone, Everett 
Stone, Zola Topping Cox 
T 

Tate, Charles K. 

Tate, Mary 

Tate, Julius Russell 
Tate, Linda Lee 
Thomas, Marshall 
Thomas, Polly Jones 
Thomas, Wanda Mae 
Thomas, John William 
Thomas, Emily Frances 
Thomas, Paul Russell 
Thomas, Nancy Kaye 
Thomas, Willie H. 

Thomas, Elsie Evans 
Thomas, William H.,Jr. 

Thomas, John Liston 
Thomas, Sadie Messick 
Thomas, Philip H. 

Thomas, Marilyn Evans 
Topping, Benjamin Carroll 
Tapping, Grace Watkins 
Topping, B. C., Jr. 

Topping, Charlie Taylor 
Topping, Ben Gleason 
Topping, Lorraine M. 

Topping, Cora Qyinn 


T 

Topping, Mattie Freeman 
Topping, Clarence E. 
Topping, Elkanah 
Topping, Joseph 
Topping, Crooks 
Topping, Douell 
Topping, Audrey Smith 
Topping, Eduard 
Topping, Ella Firth 
Topping, Lorenza Charles 
Topping, Elton H. 

Topping, Laura Carmines 
Topping, Vernon E. 

Topping, Henry C. 

Topping, Eulala 
Topping, Hojmes, Jr. 
Topping, Holmes 
Topping, Geraldine Hunt 
Topping, Luther Wayne 
Topping, Ivy Cecil 
Topping, Elizabeth Rideout 
Topping, Ivy Cecil, J r . 
Topping, Joseph Archibald 
Topping, Olive A. 

. Topping, Richard 0. 

Topping, Bessie Carmines 
Topping, Richard 0.,Jr. 
Tapping, Judith Faye 
Topping, Beatrice 
Topping, Robert S. 

Topping, Lounetta P.. 

Tucker, Samuel Abbott 
Tucker, Sammy 
Tucker, Samuel Eduard 
Tucker, David Lee 
Tucker, Linda Jean 
V 

Valenti, Rosemary Vaughn 
Versar, William H.,Sr. 
Verser, Mrs. William H. 
Verser, Robert Scott 
Verser, Ray Wingo 
Verser, David Whitfield 
Verser, William Houard, Jr. 

W 

Wade, Leroy M. 

Wade, Esther Cox 
Wede, Leroy L. 

Wagner, Frank 
Wagner, Sue 
Wainuright, B. E. 

Wainuright, John W. 
Wainuright, Katbryn F. 
Wainuright, Michael Lee 
Wainuright, Edmund Ward 
Wainuright, Mary Estelle Page 
Wainuright, Mrs. George 
Wallace, Oden Wayne 
Wallace, Wanda Crauford 
Walters, Roderick T. 

Walters, M. Thelmore, Jr. 
Ward, Jerry Ray 
Ward, Bertha Freeman 
Watkins, B. B. 

Watkins, Mrs. B. B. 

Watkins, Cheryl Mattheus 
Watkins, Leone Topping 
Watkins, Ida Cox 
Watkins, Robert J. 

Watkins, Mrs. Robert J. 


W 

Watkins, Bonnie Ann 
Watkins, Bettie 
Watkins, Elias 
Watkins, Madeline 
Watkins, Henry T. 

Watkins, Cora 
Watkins, John Segar, Sr. 
Watkins, Mattie White 
Watkins, John Segar, Jr. 
Watkins , Rosa Lee E. 
Watkins, Talmadge M. 
Watkins, Robena M. 

Watkins, Thomas Vincent 
Watkins, Emma Freeman 
Watkins, Russell Vincent 
Watkins, Carroll Ann 
Watkins, Wilson 
Watkins, Lucille F. 

Watson, William M., Sr. 
Watson, Hilda Hunt 
West, James C. 

West, Nedra Eastep 
Weston, Matilde Rollins 
Weston, W. Norris,Jr. 
Westrich, Brenda Ironmonger 
White, Albert Sidney, Jr. 
White, Rosanna Hunt 
White, Jackie 
White, Albert Sidney, III 
White, Rose Hunt 
White, Earnie L. 

White, Shirley Jerkins 
White, Pamela Dianne 
Whiet, Karen Suzanne 
White.Richard Thomas 
Wilkerson, Louise A. 
Wilkerson, Nancy 
Willett, Charles E. 

Willett, Esma Topping 
Willett, Mary LaVern 
Williams, Earl Eduard, Jr. 
Williams, Earl E. 

Williams, Ophelia Topping 
Williams, Patricia Ann 
Williams, Max R. 

Williams, Virginia C. 

Wilson, Erma H. 

Wilson, Roy Pendleton, Sr. 
Wilson, Lillie W. 

Wilson, C. V. 

Wilson, Eduin 
Wilson, Raymond, Jr. 

Wilson, Raymond, Sr. 

Wilson, Carrie 
Wilson, June B. Moore 
Wilson, Barbara Yvonne 
Wilson, Lou 
Wilson, Eduard 
Wilson, Betty Hopkins 
Wilson, Eduard Gooduin 
Wilson, Estridge 
Wilson, Horace 
Wilson, Margaret 
Wilson, Louise 
Wilson, W. Preston 
Wilson, Elizebeth Topping 
Wilosn, Wilton 
Wilson, Elizebeth 
Wilson, Wilton H. 

Wilson, Frances W. 

Wilson, Marsha Susan 
Winstead, Eunice L. 

Woolard, George 
Woolard, Dolly Messick 
Woolard, Elizabeth Anne 
Wyker, Zella Ann Smith 
Y 

Young, Sally Freeman 

Omitted: 

Anderson, Van 
Carson, Clifford L. 

Carson, Mrs. Clifford L.. 


AFTERNOON WORSHIP SERVICE 
2:00 P. M. 

Organ Prelude-Selected 


11 to Worship 

riinister: The Lord is in His holy temple. 

People: Let all the earth keep silence before Him. 

Minister: Sing to the Lord a new song, His praise from the 
end of the earth! 

People: Show us thy steadfast love, 0 Lord, and grant us 

Thy salvation. 

Hymn No. 294-"I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord" 

Prayer 

Ministry of Giving: 

Offertory Prayer 

Presentation of our tithes and gifts 


Anthem-Children's Choir 

Scripture 

Sermon-The Reverend Beverly Watkins 

District Superintendent of the Portsmouth District 

Hymn No. 295-"How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place" 

Benediction 


Silent Prayer 
Organ Postlude 

************************** 

EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE 
8:00 P. M. 

Cgan Prelude-Selected 

Call to Warship 

Minister: Sing to the Lord a new song, His Praise from the 

/ end of the earthl 

uople: Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of Mis 

salvation from day to day. 

Minister: Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous 

works among all the peoples! 

People: Honor and majesty are before Him; strength and 

beauty are in His sanctuary. 

Hymn No. 23-"Come, Let Us Tune Our Lofties Song" 

Prayer 

Ministry of Giving: 

Offertory Prayer 

Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts 


Anthem-Youth Choir 

Scripture 

Sermon-Bishop Walter C. Gum 

Resident Bishop of the Virginia Conference 

Hymn No. 185-"More Love to Thee, 0 Christ" 

Benediction 


Silent Prayer 
Organ Postlude 
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THE CALL TO SACRIFICE 

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS AND TITHES 

THE ORGAN OFFERTORY "Our Father in the Heaven Who Art" Bach 
THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM The Cheruf Choir 

"In the Temple" 

"Jesus, Jesus! He's My Friend" 

"Autumn Song" 

"I'd Like To Teach The World To Sing" 

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (People Seated) Leader 

DUET "The King of Love My Shepherd Is" Shelley 

Mrs. Charlotte Moore, Soprano; Mrs. Nell Moore, Alto 


CLOSING REMARKS Minister 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 306 "Blest Be The Tie" Dennis 

THE BENEDICTION Minister 

THE BENEDICTION RESPONSE "The Lord Bless You" Lutkin 

The Youth Choir 

THE ORGAN POSTLUDE "A Mighty Fortress" Luther 



THE FLOWERS that adorn our chancel are placed here in gratitude to 
Almighty God and in loving memory of the Reverend J. T. Mills, our 
former minister, by his son and daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Mills. 


Those participating in the services: 

Arthur W. Ayers Pastor 

J. Carroll Fink District Superintendent 

Mrs. Charles Gurtler Organist 

and Director of Youth and Adult Choirs 
Mrs. Donald Davis Pianist 

Mrs. Gerald Ray Hopkins, Director, Cherub Choir 
Mrs. Carlton Forrest , Accompanist, Cherub Choir 


(f 


Young people who have left our church to go into the full-time ministry 
of the church are directing our afternoon service. 

Donald Davis (On sabbatical leave to teach in public schools) 

Rev. Paul Sparrer (Pastor, Pine Run Methodist Church,Clairton, Pa.) 

Rev. Norwood Montgomery, (Pastor, St.Luke's Methodist Church,Grafton,Va. 
Miss Louise Sparrer (Deaconess , United Methodist Church, Richmond, Virginia) 


It is with great pleasure that we welcome all who attend our 150th Anniversary 
Celebration here at Zion United Methodist Church. Let: this be a great moment 
for you and we assure you that it is with us. 

A note of thanks to all who helped make this 150th Anniversary a great success. 
Our past tells us we are a great church and the success of this day shows us that 
we are a better church. And in God's strength and name we face the future. Amen. 




The 1 SOth Anniversary 
of 

Zion United Methodist Church 


Seaford, Virginia 

October MS, 1072 



SECOND ZION CHURCH BUILT IN 1866 

ARTHUR W. AYERS, Minister 


W. KENNETH G00DS0N 
Bishop 


J. CARROLL FINK 
District Superintendent 























The Eighth Sunday In Kingdomtide 


ELEVEN O'CLOCK 


OCTOBER 15, 1972 

Let the people enter the sanctuary quietly, seat themselves, bow and pray 
this prayer: 

O GOD, WHO MAKEST US GLAD WITH THE WEEKLY REMEMBRANCE OF 
THE GLORIOUS RESURRECTION OF THY SON OUR LORD: VOUCHESAFEUS 
THIS DAY SUCH BLESSING THROUGH OUR WORSHIP OF THEE, THAT THE 
DAYS TO COME MAY BE SPENT IN THY SERVICE; THROUGH THE SAME 
JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. AMEN. 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR OUR 150th ANNIVERSARY 

I. The Adoration of God 


THE ORGAN PRELUDE "Sonate, No. 2" Mendelssohn 

THE SCRIPTURE SENTENCES Minister 

* THE CHORAL INTROIT "Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word" Ahle 

Soprano Soloist: Mrs. James Hogge, Jr. 

* THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

MINISTER: Praise is due to You, O God, in Zion; and to you Shall vows 
be performed. 

PEOPLE: I WAS GIAD WHEN THEY SAID TO ME, "LET US GO TO THE 

HOUSE OF THE LORD!" 

MINISTER: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 
PEOPLE: FOR THE LORD IS GOOD: HIS STEADFAST LOVE ENDURES 

FOREVER, AND HIS FAITHFULNESS TO ALL GENERATIONS. 

* THE HYMN OF PRAISE 293 "Glorious Things of Thee" Austria 

II. The Affirmation of Faith 


THE LESSON FROM EPISTLES 

* THEDOXOLOGY 

* THE LESSON FROM THE GOSPELS St. Matthew 16:15-19 

* THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles' Creed 

* THE GLORIA PATRI 
THE MORNING ANTHEM 

"Behold Now, Praise The Lord" Titcomb 
THE CALL TO SACRIFICE 
THE OFFERING OF GIFTS AND TITLES 
THE ORGAN OFFERTORY "Air from Overture in D" 

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM "Arise, Shine" 

Bass Soloist: Mr. Charles Gurtler 
THE CHILDREN'S HOUR 

III. The Acto III. The Act of Confession and Intercession. 

THE CALL TO CONFESSION Minister 

THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Let all the people pray) 

Holy God to whose service we have dedicated our souls and lives, we grieve 
and lament before you that we are so prone to sin and so little inclined to 
obedience. We are so attached to the pleasures of our senses and yet so 
negligent of things spiritual. We are so greedy for present delight and yet so 
indifferent to lasting blessedness. We are so eager to get and yet so reluctant 
to give: so eager to find fault, and so resentful of being found fault with. We 
so desire the best for our church, and yet shun the responsibility for getting it. 
We are so full of good intentions and so backward to fulfill them. We are so 


Romans 12:1 -13f 
Page 809 ' 

738 
Page 792 
The Adult Choir 

Minister 

Bach 

Scott 


Ue offer our prayers of comfort and sympathy to 
Mrs. Beverly Moreland on the death of her mother, 
Mrs. Doris Blackley. 


All newsletter items for the Zion Motes must be in 
to Mrs. Emilee Mason by 9:00 A.M. Tuesday morning. 


ILL AMD HOSPITALIZED 

Mrs. Mettie Harris-Riverside 

Mrs. Fannie UJestcott-Patrick Henry 

Mrs. Myrtle Kounce-Patrick Henry 

Mrs. Virginia Sears-at the home of Melson Sears 

Mrs. Louise Montgomery-at home 

Mrs. Aubrey Stroud-at home 

Mrs. Audrey Atkins-Riverside 

Mr. William Wesley Mills, Jr.-at home 


ATTEMDAMCE REPORT 

Church School Attendance last Sunday 17Q 
Average Church School Att. for year 163 
Worship Attendance last Sunday 230 
Average Worship Att. for year 209 


Would everyone please do us the honor of signing 
our Guest Book in the narthex before leaving church. 



THE MINISTRY OF FLOWERS: 


I 


The vases are placed here to the Glory of God and 
in loving memory of Mr. Charles W. Mills, former 
Church School Teacher and the Rev. J. T. Mills, our 
former pastor, by their families. 

The arrangement on the piano is in loving memory 
of Mrs. Mollie Parker Burnett, devoted Church School 
Teacher and Choir member, by the Builders Class. 

The arrangement in the narthex is given with sincere 
congratulations on our anniversary by the members of 
Tabernacle United Methodist Church, Poquoson. 


SUNDAY-TODAY 7:00 P.M. Junior High M.Y.F. will 
meet at the church. The topic will 
be "Activities at School". 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


THURSDAY 


10:00 A.M. Bazaar workday in social 
hall. Bring a sandwich. 

1:30 P.M. Pastor will meet with 
District Superintendent. 

7:30 P.M. The Nominating Committee 
will meet at the church. Members of 
the committee are: A. W. Ayers, 
Ehairman, Glen Page, H. L. Smoot, Jr. 
and Wendell Sparrer. 

12:05 P.M. Noonday Services at Trin¬ 
ity U.M.C. Our minister, Rev. Ayers, 
will be the speaker. 

3:20 P.M. Cherub Choir rehearsal 
6:30 P.M. Fellowship Class will 
have a covered dish supper and class 
meeting in the social hall. 

B:00 P.M. Adult Choir rehearsal 


Our congratulations are extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
C. L. Jenkins on the birth of their daughter, 
Elizabeth Lynn, Saturday, October 7, 1972. Also 
congratulations to Charlie and Ruth Hogg on 
becoming grandparents. 


helpless apart from You and yet so little willing to be bound to You. O merci¬ 
ful heart of God, grant us yet again Your forgiveness. Give us the faith to lay 
hold of Your own holiness that we may have the strength and courage to ful¬ 
fill our vows to You and Your church. Grant us the grace of obedience as was 
found in Christ in whose name we humbly pray. Amen. 

THE SILENT PRAYER OF PERSONAL CONFESSION 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER OF INTERCESSION Minister 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

THE CHORAL PRAYER RESPONSE 819 "Amen" Danish 


IV. The Dedication of Life through Word and Act 

* THE HYMN OF PREPARATION 298 "Christ, The Sure Foundation" 

Regent Square 

THE MORNING SERMON The Reverend M. Fink 

District Superintendent of Peninsula District 


THE MARKS OF A GREAT CHURCH 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN 151 "Faith of Our Fathers" St. Catherine 
THE BENEDICTION Minister 

THE CHORAL RESPONSE "Father Give Thy Benediction" 

THE ORGAN POSTLUDE "Gigue en Rondeau" Rameau 

We hope you will honor Zion by eating dinner now prepared for everyone. 
This is our day. Enjoy every moment of it. 

The Zion Membership 


THE HISTORY OF A GREAT CHURCH 

HYMN 297 "The Church’s One Foundation" Aurelia 

(Verses 1 and 4) 

THE HISTORY OF ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Mrs. J. Wesley Ironmonger, Church Historian 


AFTERNOON WORSHIP SERVICE 


* THE ORGAN PRELUDE "Arioso in A" 

* THE SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 

* THE CHORAL INTROIT "God Be Praised" Praetorius 

* THE HYMN SING (Stand for the first hymn only) 

17 "How Great Thou Art" 

87 "Take The Name of Jesus With You" 

110 "Jesus Is Tenderly Calling" 

179 "Truehearted, Wholehearted" 

221 "Standing On the Promises" 

RECOGNITION OF FORMER MINISTERS AND GUESTS 


Bach 
Leader 
The Youth Choir 

O Store Gud 
Name 
Calling 
Truehearted 
Promises 


THE AFTERNOON ANTHEM 

"I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked" 

THE AFTERNOON PRAYER 

THE CHORAL PRAYER RESPONSE 819 "Amen" 


The Adult Choir 
O'Hara 


Danish 


(CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) 
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The History of Grafton Christian Church 


On the old stagecoach road that once ran from Yorktown to Hampton, 
the second oldest church building in York County still houses Sunday 
Services for the Grafton Christian Church. 

Its members, proud of the heritage of their churchy point out the 
scars the old building still carries from Civil War Days. These wounds 
from a by-gone era, mementoes from cannon bal.ls, have been filled in or 
repaired in various ways but they are still visible. One interesting 
mark on a west window sill is believed to be where a Yankee horse took 
a large bite out of the wooden sill. 

In the early days of the church the congregation was divided, with 
the men seated on one side and the women on the other. A balcony was 
provided for any slaves who attended, and a colored man chosen to preach 
the funerals and bury the dead of his race. The present pastor of the 
church, the Rev. George E. Massey, said he is not aware of the reason 
for the separation of the males and females unless i"6 was to avoid 
distraction from the sermon. 

The cemetary for this church was to come into use as a parking lot 
after the second church was built in 1834. The graves had never been 
marked and were soon forgotten except by the few older members of the 
church who remember attending funerals there as children. One member 
recalls that when he was a very small boy, rains had washed out a bank 
exposing a casket,Which, when opened, disclosed a woman with red hair. 

In these days when horse and buggy was the means of conveyance, 
each family in the church had its own hitching tree. The trees in the 
parking lot still bear the iron rings deeply embedded into their bark, 
some almost entirely covered over, while others can still be clearly 
seen and recognized. 


Many of the present day members of the church are descendants of 
the original members and can remember stories told to them by their 
parents or grandparents. Mrs. Nettie Sparks, a former patient at the 
Patrick Henry Hospital who has recently passed away, recalled her father 
telling of bringing soup to his father who was a patient here during the 
Civil War when the church was in use as a hospital. 

Used by both sides during the Civil War, the church was first put 
into service as a Confederate hospital and many- men died and were buried 
in the little church yard during this time. It must have been a terrible 
time for this quiet, sedate little church with the sounds of battle draw¬ 
ing closer and closer, the moans of the wounded andLthe knowledge that soon, 
very soon, the Yankees were coming. In 1872, they did come and the little 
church was converted to another use, this time as a stable for the northern 
horses. Windows were knocked out to ground level so the animals could 
have easier access and the building was sorely used. The army would have 
completely razed the little building but for the members coming to the 
officers and pleading that the church might be spared. 

The church now stands, shaded by magnolias, as a replica of the old 
south. While additions were added in 1948, the original buiIding is 
still the heart of the edifice. The bricks of which the original structure 
was erected were fired nearby and the hole from which the clay was dug 
can still be seen, making the little church complete as one with the 
ground on which it now stands. 
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CHURCH DEDICATION SET 

Grafton Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) will dedicate a new education building^at its homecoming service at 11 
a.m. Sunday* The Rev. J. S. Wake, minister. First Christian Church, Norfolk, will be the speaker. Following the service, 

a fellowship dinner will b e held in the new building.. _._ 















MARRIOTT 


Grafton, April 24—The pages of 
history—unfolding a pageant filled 
with turmoil as well as achievement 
1 “in fht cause of Christ" through 
177* eventful years—will be turned 
back here tomorrow. 

Perhaps.no other church of it's 
sue oq the Peninsula can claim a 
history comparable to tiny Grafton 
Christian Church. 

A storm of dissension was res* 
ponsible for its founding ha 1834; it 
waa practically destroyed in 1865, 
Two pastors have died while preach¬ 
ing from it’s pulpit. Eariy teachings 
there have inspired another to later 
become pastor of one of the largest 
churches in his denomination and 
to officate at the funeral of a U. S. 
President. 

Today it’s members will insist that 
there was a church before a town 
—or even a nation. 

Grafton Christian, a plain red 
brick structure, stands in a grove of 
pine off Route 17 near this mid¬ 
county village. Tomorrow it’s mem¬ 
bers will gather in this quiet grove 
to worship together and tb 
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_.TW-,Vwr» 'earlIer a preacher 
flamed John Leland from Grafton, 
Mass., had carried his Baptist teach¬ 
ings into York County. An early 
history of the first church records 
that as a preacher he was "probably 
the^ most popular of any tnat ever 
resided in this state,” It is believed 
that the first church derived- it’s 
name from the place of Inland's 
birth. It u known that the town was 
later named for the church. 

The church grew fast. The Dover 
Association, a group of Baptist 
churches on the Peninsula, notes 
that Grafton had grown to a mem- 


be- 


that Grafton had grown to a m 
bersbip of 4Bljn 1809. 

A ScotsmaiV~Peler Ainelie, Be¬ 
came pastor in 1827 and just fivo 
7®ars later the great controversy, in¬ 
cited by reformist Alexander Camp¬ 
bell, exploded within the Dover 
churches. 

When Ainslie was banned in a 
document famous as the Dover De¬ 
crees of 1832, his congregation vo¬ 
ted to stand by their pastor. 

In a session fcfay 11, 1834 thev 
voted to support ETnnh~*aTolemn 
protest against tije Decrees.” They 


» n r’7** r -«©^Maw* auu nicn to rc- 

tell their proud stop'for all to hear. | pipimi against ttje Decrees." Thei 
0et the bricks for it s foundation wiR' voted to organize their own church 
^•Descendants of the men who heW When Ainslie announced at The 
join to re-capture the past. ^ same meeting that he would 
The ground they wifi stand on is leave the church to become the 

S “ church history. Two great first general evangelist in Tidewater 
Protestant mother churchea claim Kemp B. Elliott, his assistant w,« 
Bus. ppot as a birthplace on the foamed nastor. aS!W,8nt * was 

Peninsula. The First Baptist Church --■ L ~* J 
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$J The Grafton Christ ian Church 
was chartered inTSIay. ! 83T~with 
47 members. In 1891 a former pas¬ 
tor, F. D. Power, wrote in his his¬ 
torical account of his old pastorate: 
“The church of Disciples of Christ 
at Grafton was organized declaring 
it to be their full purpose and deter¬ 
mination to acknowledge no leader 
but CHrist, no inffible teacher but 
the Apostles and prophets and no 
articles of belief but the Old and 
J4«w Testaments." 

Frhm This dm Ihr rrm-1- of 
'Grafton church are remarkably 
dear and'concise and, quite 
thorough. 1 

Dec. 21, 1834 a committee of two 
' were appointed to wait on a mem¬ 
ber and cite him to appear.before 
the church on the next Lord's Day 
to “answer a charge on intemper¬ 
ance.” 

The Rev. Mr. Elliott died in 1837. 
John Curtis, second pastor since the 

split, died in his pulpit on a Sunday 
in 1844. « 

In }861 the Confederate Army 
converted the church to a hospital 
to care for It’s wounded. A year 
later the Federal Army was re¬ 
strained from completly destroying 
the building to provide materials 
for winter quarters. 

At wars end the church members 
began the task of repairing their 
S»a'. ll They wrote in thjir records 
that the building “had been used as 
both stable and picket pottjmd left 
a.ruin."~,„~— --ei.. w a« A . . , ' . 
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uateU in 1868 and out of die first 
class came F. D. Power, later minis¬ 
ter of National City Church in 
Washington. This product of Graf- 
’ • ' officiated at the funeral 
■ ^dert James A. Gar- 
c'.d. 

Grafted C-;-.stitL. bred still 
others who were to choose a higher 
calling. John B. Gary, baptized 
here in 1841, became founder of the 
Virginia Christian Missionary So¬ 
ciety; W. E. Powell served as Chap¬ 
lain as the Soldier's Home, Hamp¬ 
ton. 

A. J. Renforth was pastor here 
39 years and Willard Jones served 
from 1947 untl his death while 
preaching to a Bible class in June, 

A nephew of the Rev. Mr. Jones 
by marrioge, Robert B. Marriott, 
Furmaij University graduate and 
lormer physical education teacher 
|at George Wythe High School, in 
Hampton and presently director of 
transportation for Warwick public 

schools, agreed to take over as In¬ 
terim pastor. 

Tomorrow he will preside over 
the 120th anniversary celebration 
and the dedication of a re-decorated 
sanctuary. A new vestibule has been 
added to the original building, along 
with two Sunday School rooms, a 
baptistry, central beatin*. system, 
new -carpets, drapes, communion 
table and a Hammond organ. 

C. S. Andrews, an elder at Hi Jon 

/-m _v :_I.. _e _ 77 


jcommittee and supervised the cntt? 

Tomorrow afternoon all 250 pew 
sons will take part In the pageanl 
written after considerable herd worl 
and research on the pan of Mrs, 
Walter W. Amory and Mrs. Wif-I 
liam Sulzberger. Mrs. Mim Lem ay, 
will direct the program. - 

Those taking part will be Ralph 
Meredith, George Hicks, William 
Nottingham, Jr., Mesdames Mar-' 
riott John Elliott Thomas; Ted i 
Antopiewicz, Henry • R. Bateman, t 
Wray Lee Curtis, Milbum Wood, 
Ernest Clark, J. D. Davis, Law-, 
rence, Lindsey, Dorothy Freslone, 
and Miss Ann Power King. 

In other roles will be Howard ' 
Thomds Burcher, Edward Fox, 
^Manning Burcher, Mrs. John King . 
and Mrs. Fred C. Barnes. 

Among the visitors will be Mrs.' 
,W. E. Wilson of Hampton, a great» 
great granddaughter of Peter Ains- o 
lie and Mu.-Eric Walker, great. F 
granddaughter of John Curtis. 
-^•.TjfmOmuiugfttMOon Leo R oach. ® 
a church .member, will recite the b 
same prayer uttered by James Bel- 
vin at that historic meeting 120 A 
years ago. h 

“Again we come to Thee for Thy b 
guiding hand in all of our delibera¬ 
tions. We ask Thy divine blessing I 
upon Our section taken here today I 
... in a church which we believe i 
is destined to grow and prosper 
as a guiding light in this commun¬ 
ity." 

Those beliefs have long bsen ful¬ 
filled. !■ 
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which Grafton Church was rent 
asunder by internal discussion and 
dissension.' Elder Peter Ainslie, 
Grafton's pastor, had fallen under | 
the censure of his brethren by 
adopting the views of the ‘Re¬ 
formers.’ For seven long years a 
controversial spirit had prevailed 
throughout the Dover Association 
because of the introduction of 
some views by Alexander Camp¬ 
bell, which were contrary to those 
held by the Baptists.” ' 

In May, 1834, Grafton Christian 
Church was bom, after a meeting 
of the congregation, including the 
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Government of the United States. 
Grafton had been an organized 
body of believers for four years 
before Lord Cornwallis surren¬ 
dered to General Washington, al¬ 
most at the very door of the 
church, In 1781. Yes. Grafton 
Baptist Church was constituted in 
1777” (,777) 

Elder John Leland, born in 
Grafton,'Massachusetts (and pre¬ 
sumably how the community 
Grafton derived its name), paid 
his first vlsjt to Virginia in 1775. 
No doubt he was a visitor to this 
area for he had written ”My field 
of preaching Was from Orange 
down to York, about 120 miles... 
From November, 1770 to JuLv 
1780,.I baptized 13<L The chiefest 


Grafton Christian Church, a 
grandmother with 120 active years 
behind her, and many more we 
hope in her future, will relive its 
past for the present members and 
friends in the community around 
Grafton, Virginia, on Sunday, 
April 25, at its Dedication Service. 

The morning will be devoted -to 
the worship service by Rev. Robert 
Mariott—dinner will be served at 
the church and all will convene 
In the afternoon to either take 
part or observe the pageantry de¬ 
picting its rich past. Mrs. W. W. 


ing which there was discussion of 
the exclusion of Mr, Ainslie from 
the Dover Association because of 
his affiliation with Mr. Campbell 
and his views. The members pass¬ 
ed resolutions affirming their loy¬ 
alty and love of Peter Ainslie, the 
first of which stated "That since 
in the said decrees no act of moral 
turpitude is charged against the 
excluded elders, the first of whom 
to us, a man of great piety and 
being our pastor, anr’ well known 
usefulness, we cannot without vio¬ 
lence to our feelings and con¬ 
sciences shut our church ggainst 
him or the other brethren with 
him excluded." 


And so Mr. Ainslie left Grafton 
to serve as the first general evan¬ 
gelist of the Tidewater District 
and Mr. Kemp P. Elliot was ele¬ 
vated to the pastorate. 47 charter 
members were recorded: Kemp P. 
Elliot, pastor; John Curtis, Fred¬ 
erick B. Power, William Gilliam, 
Samuel Shield, Thomas Minson, 
Churchill Boswell, Lewis Hans¬ 
ford, Edward Burcher, Allen Chap¬ 
man, Joseph K Nottingham. John 
Belvin, William Burcher, William 
C. Powell, John T. Hall, Thomas 
Wynne, Thomas Hogg, Thomas 


(Old) Grafton Christian Church 
Grafton, Virginia 


of my success was in York, where 
Lord Cornwallis and the British 
army were made prisoners in Oc¬ 
tober, 1781."- \ 

By 1809 Grafton boasted of 497 
members, as recorded in the min¬ 
utes of the Dover Association, of 
which Grafton Baptist Church 
was a member. In 1827, a Scots¬ 
man, Peter Ainslie, became pastor 
of.the church. Elder Ainslie bap¬ 
tised 150 members and the total 
membership totalled 579. 

The year after Peter Ainslle's 
arrival the church entertained the 
Dover Association which includes 
all Baptist Churches in the Tide¬ 
water area from Richmond to the 
end of this peninsula. - An assistant 
had also been appointed to a ssist 
Elder Ainslie—Kemp P. Elliot. - 
Again to Quote from the page:- 
ant “All seemed to go well at 
Gratfon until 1832. described' in 
the reports of the Dover Associa¬ 
tion as: 'that memorabl year in 


has written the pageant after pa¬ 
tient perusal of many of the 
church’s o>d documents. . 

Costumes will be worn depicting 
the colonial atmosphere of Graf¬ 
ton Christian's past, and with the 
complete renovatipn in keeping 
with its heritage, the history to 
be told will have an added impact 
on the spectators. Mrs. LeMay of 
Yorktown is serving as co-director 
of,the pageant. 

As Mrs, Amory has written: 
this hallowed spot Is the 
birthplace of two great Protestant 
Communions In South Tidewater 
Virginia. Directly across the road 
was bom the firjt Baptist Church 
of this area, one which later be- 
c«m<»-4he mother of the Baptist 
Churches on this historic Virginia 
I Peninsula. It was from that 
church that our own, the first 







Dr. Ci.- ■ vuliard, an *v*u- 
gelist, started u. ..oung people on 
their activities. A prayer, meeting 
group of 18 young men was begun 
—with meetings behind closed 
doors “as they were too timid to 
talk or pray in public"! But out 
of these timid young men evolved 
thige ministers—F. D Power, R. H. 
Wynne and W. C. Wade. 

In 187S John B. Carey, baptized 
at Grafton in 1841, became the 
founder of the Virginia Christian 
Missionary Society. 

The Christian Woman’s ■ Board 
of Missions was organized in 1876 
in Richmond with Mrs. Robert 
Tyler as first state president. Hpr 


system; refinished i pews; new 
floors, walls, paneling, windows 
and inside shutters; dew carpeting 
and drapes; choir lqft. The bal¬ 
cony which housed thet slaves in 
the past contains two Sunday 
school rooms; a new vestibule; 
new paint Job in the Education 
Building and. last but certainly 
not least a new electric Hammond 
organ. Mr. Elliott Thomas served 
as the Building Committee chair¬ 
man. . ' 

Mr. C. S. Andrews, a member of 


name as ‘Cato’, ‘Sam’, ‘Moses’, 
'Cyrus’, ‘Suckey’, ‘Violet’, ‘Cleo’, 
'Phillis’, ‘Patience’, ‘Dinah’, ‘Free 
Fanny’, ‘Free Milly', and located 
as belonging to Smith or Jones as 
the case may be. The record if 
chiefly of ‘conferences’ wher^ 
brethren and sisters were sum 
moned to answer for offense? 
against discipline as ‘suffering 
dancing or impious mirth in his 
house’, mews carrying or false 
tales’, ‘wishing to fight’, ‘betting’, 
‘gambling’, ‘retailing ardent spirits 
without a license’. Some of the 
colored brethren were brought be¬ 
fore the church for stealing from 
their owners’, and thclike. After 
these conferences the. record is 
generally ‘these brethren then ad¬ 
ministered the sacrament and de¬ 
parted with the appearance of 
harmony and peace’. ‘Application 
is made by Bro. Billy, a man of 
color, to preach and to bury the 
dead of his color’. The churcb 
authorized him to do so, with the 
restriction ‘that he will not suffer 
any of his brethren of color to use 
any ardent spirits at his meet- 
ings." 


the Hilton Christian Church, a 
grandchild of Grafton’s, worked 
tirelessly In drawing the plans 
which so successfully recaptures 
the colonial atmosphere of the 
past. * 

And as Mrs. Amory concludes 
"... our story is incomplete. 
There were others wjio did their 
share, and more, forthe cause of 
Christ in this church, and this 
community,, In honor arpl mem¬ 
ory of all those who have gonet 
before we dedicate this hour.” 


baptized at' Grafton Church. 

1881 finds Rev. F. D. Power, 
pastor of Vermont Avenue Church, 
Washington, D. C., officiating at 
the funeral service of James A 
Garfield, late President of the 
United States. Also in that year 
the Christian Woman's Board of 
Missions was organized at Graft/>n 
with, the following officers: Pres¬ 
ident, Hrs. D. B. Power; vice-pres¬ 
ident, Mrs. M. E. C. Wynne; secre¬ 
tary, Mrs. Lucy Power: assistant 
secretary, Mrs. Nannie W. Lee; 
treasurer, Mrs. M. E. Minsom; as¬ 
sistant treasurer, Miss Bettie E. 
Gray.’ 

The ladies of the Missions Soc 1 - 
ety voted in 1882 to pay $75 in 
part payment for a preacher who 
would devote one-half of his tune 
to Grafton. Again in 1881 “$i5 
was pledged toward payment of 
the salary of a good preacher pro¬ 
viding the church secure one 'or 
two Sundays a month.’’ 

In 1895 after a meeting with 
Miss Bessie Farrer, the first can¬ 
didate for the foreign miss:on 
field, the Junior Society of the 
Virginia Disciples was formed witn 
the following officers: Leader, 
Mrs. Levin Smith; preside at, 
Laura Gray; vice-president, BUa 
Oray; treasurer, Irene Elliott; 
secretary, Annie Burt. 

Mr. A J. Renforth served as 


Thursday, aputt 


The land on which the first 
church was built was given by 
John Curtis, one of the first el¬ 
ders, and In 1837, after the death 1 
of Kemp P. Elliott, Mr. Curtis be¬ 
came the pastor. 

The year 1861 finds services dis- 1 
continued because of the battles 
being waged around the church- 
in fact the Confederate Army was 
iusing the church building as a 
hospital for its sick and wounded 
soldiers. A year later the Federa 
Army had control of the church 
and was dissuaded by the zealous 
members pot to raze the building. 
It was then used as a plcketpos* 
and stable. 

Logs with boards laid across 


pastor of Grafton for 
! 89 years, Willard Ji 
until his death tfi 1951 


Buildii 
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Grafton Church Marks 125 Years 


Grafton Christian Church 'will 
celebrate its 125th anniversary 
Sunday, May 10, having been 
chartered May' 11, 1834 with 47 
members after “the church was 
rent asunder by internal discus¬ 
sion and dissension; "the* 
church" being the early Grafton 
Baptist Church constituted in 
1777. 

A history of the church has 
been compiled by two of its 
members, Mrs. W. W. Amory 
and Mrs. William Sulzburger, 
and a pageant based on this his¬ 
tory will be presented on the 
afternoon of May 10 at the 
church. 

The small brick - structure, 
known as “Brick Church,” has 
witnessed many changes. In 


Five years ..after his .arrival, 
the great controversy, incited by 
reformist Alexander Campbell, 
exploded within the Dover 
churches and the. Congregation 


split. 

In May, 1834, Grafton Chris¬ 
tian Church was bom, after a 
meeting of'the congregation, in¬ 
cluding pastor Ainslie and as¬ 
sistant pastor Kemp B. Elliott, 
when the congregation voted to 
support Ainslie in "a solemn 
protest against the Decrees” .of 
the Dover Association. 

Elder Ainslie. left Grafton to 
become the first general evan¬ 
gelist in Tidewater; Elliott was 
named pastor. Fprty-seven char¬ 
ter members were recorded, and 
many of the surnames are re¬ 
corded in the present-day mem¬ 
bership, such as Curtis, Burcher, 
Hansford, Nottingham, Hogg, 
< Sheild, and Thomas. 

The Rev. Mr. Eliott idied in 
1837, and John Curtis, his suc- 


.verted it into a hospital to care 
for its wounded. A year later 
^ the Federal Army had control of 
the church and was dissuaded 
-) by zealous church members not 

V to raze the building. The Army 
then used it as a picketpost and 
stable. 

For several years after- the 
«J Civil War worshippers used the 
* - building with its dirt floor and 

V log and board benches. Gradual¬ 
ly as the church grew improve- 
ments were made. 

As has been written in ' the 
church’s history, “this hallowed 
5 spot' is the birthplace of two 

$ great protestant communions in 

% Tidewater Virginia,- Directly 

v across the road was born' the 

first Baptist church of this area, 
^ one which later became the 

mother of Baptist churches on 
the Peninsula. It was from that 
church that the first church of 
the Disciple^ of Christ, in South 
Tidewater, sprang. The early 


cessor, died in his pulpit on a 
Sunday in 1844. 

After the troubled war years, 
a prayer meeting group was in¬ 
itiated in 1868, and out of the 
first group evolved three min¬ 
isters — F. 1 D. Power, R. H. 
Wynne and W. C. Wade. 

Power, later minister of the 
National City Church in Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., officated at the 
funeral service of James A. Gar¬ 
field, late president of the 
United States. 

While pastdr at Grafton, Pow¬ 
er wrote the following: “There 
are four rolls of members divid¬ 
ed as follows: ’White Males,’ 
‘White Females’, *Male and Fe¬ 
male free persons of color 1 , and 
’Male and Female servants.’. The 
colored, .people are recorded with 
a single name as ‘Cato,’ ‘Sam,’ 
‘Moses,’ ’Cyrus,’ ‘Suckey,’ ‘ ’Vio¬ 
let,’ • ‘Cleo,’ ‘Phillis,’. ‘Patience,’ 
‘Dinah,’ ‘Free Fanny,’ ‘Free 
Milly,’ and located as belonging 
to Smith or Jones as the case 
may be. £ 

The record is chiefly of ‘con¬ 
ferences’ where brethern and 
sisters were j summoned to 
answer for offenses against dis¬ 
cipline as ‘new carrying or false 
tales,’ ’gambling,’ ‘retailing ar¬ 
dent spirits without a license.” 
Some of the colpred brethern 
were brought before the church 
for ‘stealing from their owners’ 
and the like. ‘Application is 
made by Brother Billy, a man of 
color, to preach and to bury the 
dead of his color,’: The church 
authorized him to do so,' with 
the restriction ‘that he will not 


suffer any of his brethern of 
color to use any ardent spirits at 
his meetings.’ ’’ 

Grafton Church/ bred still 
others who were to choose a 
higher, tgdling. John B. Cary, 
baptized'nere in 1841, became 
founder of the Virginia Christian 
Missionary Society, and W. E. 
Powell served as Chaplain at ihe 
Soldier’s Home, Hampton. 

A. J. Rehforth of Yorktown 
served as pastor at Grafton for 
39 years, and Willard Jones 
served from 1947 until his death 
in 1951 while preaching to a 
Bible Class in June of that year. 

Following the* Rev. Mr. Jones 
as pastor was his nephew by 
marriage, Robert B. Marriott of 
Warwick, who served the church 
until July 1st of. last year when 
the Rev. Mr. David C. Derby 
became pastor. — 

During the years from 1947 
until the present, Grafton 
Church has experienced a great 
period of growth. The member¬ 
ship has more than doubled, in¬ 
creasing from 95 in 1947 to the 
present membership of 207. In 
the past ten years the church has 
undergone both remodeling and 
the building of additions to the 
original structure at a total cost 
'of almost $41,000, all of which 
has been paid. 

Looking to a future of more 
growth, both spiritual and phys¬ 
ical, the church will celebrate 
its first 125 years on May 10 
with a special worship service in 
the morning, lunch on the 
‘grounds at noon, and a historical 
pageant in the afternoon. 


Grafton ‘liad. been an organized 
body of believers for four years 
before Lord Cornwallis surrend¬ 
ered to General Washington." 

In 1775, a preacher 'named 
John Leland from Grafton, 
Mass., carried his Baptist teach¬ 
ings into York County. It is be¬ 
lieved that the first church de¬ 
rived its name from thejjlace of 


that the town was later named 
for the church. 

By 1809 Grafton boasted over 
J? four hundred members, as re- 

' , corded in the minutes of the 

« - _ Dover Association, a group of 

£ Baptist churches on the Penin- 

sula. In 1827, a Scotsman, Peter 
Ainslie, became pastor of the 
- church, and soon the member- 

-,~u.6.hjp had, grown to 


) 

i 
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' M . PAGEANT TO MARK 125TH ANNIVERSARY 

Highlighting the 125th anniversary of the founding of the Grafton Christian Church will 

v?/ at 2:3 9 P; ra> toda y written b y Mrs - W. W. Araory and directed by 

Mrs. William Sulzberger and Mrs. Amory. Leading roles in the pageant consisting of 

vf r wS* h thC «? Ur< S„' vU, ^! ? P° rtra y ed ' b y the following members (left to Tight),’ 
W. L. Nottingham, Mrs. Elliot Thomas, Mrs. W. t. Curt is. Mrs. ’Robert B. Marriott, E. 

I ___ A. Wilkerson and Rglph E. Meredith. 


Grafton Church To Observe 
125th Anniversary May 10 




GRAFTON — Two services are 
planned Sunday, May 10, for the 
Grafton Christian Church in oh* 
servance ofuie church’s 125th an¬ 
niversary. 

Highlighting the observance -will 
be an address at 11 a.m. by the 
Rev. H. Myron Kauffman, execu¬ 
tive secretary of the Virginia 
Christian Missionary Society (Dis¬ 
ciples of Christ). 

Following the morning service, 
dinner will be served at the 
church. 

At 2:30 p.m., the Rev. David C. 
Derby, pastor, will conduct a brief 
service of worship followed by a 
historical pageant depicting main 
highlights of the church’s history. 

The pageant was written by 
Mrs. W. W. Amory, deaconess 
and adult Sunday school teacher, 
and Is directed by Mrs. A m o r y 
and Mrs. William Sulzberger. 

Participating in the pageant will 
be Robert B. Marriott and Elliott 
Thomas, narrators: Mrs. Dorothy 
King, announcer and Mrs. Doris 
Barnes, commentator. 

Important persons in the found¬ 
ing of the church will be portrayed 
by present members as follows: 
Frederick D. Power by Manning 


Burcher. Peter Ainslie by Ralph 
Meredith, John Curtis by E. B. 
Davis, Kemp Elliott by E- A. 
Wilkerson, and Ailed Chapman 
by W. L. Nottingham Jr. 

Also James Belvln by Edward 
Fox, Thomas Wynne by Henry 
Bateman, Lucy Power by Jane 
Marriott, Mary Minson by Doris 
Haven, Marie Shield by Helen 
Antoniewicz, Mary Powell by 
Mary Bateman, Mahala Elliott by 
Cora Thomas, Sarah Hogg by 
Audrey Fox, Elizabeth Notting¬ 
ham by Hazel Curtis, Elizabeth 
Thomas by Margaret Wood, Mary 
Ratcliff'by Frances Clark, Ann 
Jordan by Mary Davis, a child by 
Dianne Ormand and a young lady 
by Ann Power Kfng. 

Original postumes of the period 
will be worn by the participants. 
In charge of the costuming are 
Mrs. David C. Derby, Mrs. Doris 
Haven and Mrs. Cora Thomas. 
Costumes will be loaned by Mrs, 
Katherine Blow of the Nelson 
House,, Yorktown, Mrs. George 
Emery of Yorktown and Mrs. 
H. C. Walnwright of Grafton. 

It was in May 1834 that a large 
group of members from the Graf¬ 
ton Baptist Church with their pas¬ 
tor, the Rev. Peter Ainslie. influ¬ 
enced by the preaching of Alex¬ 
ander Campbell, formed the Graf- 
torTChristian Church of the Dis- 
ciple* oL Christ. 


Actually the history of the 
church goes back to 1777 when the 
Grafton Baptist Church, the moth¬ 
er church, was formed. The fact 
of a-Baptist Church giving birth 
to a Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) was quite common in 
the early part of the 19th century. 
A movement to reform certain be¬ 
liefs and practices of the church 
was becoming quite widespread 


I IliiT* m 4 tf.V r.":T« [-Tt-I ill'll’ '■ J 


Campbell of Bethany, W. Va. 
Whole Baptist churches as well as 
fragments of Baptist churches 
adopted the reforms of Campbell. 
The movement was quite wide¬ 
spread in the midwestern part of 
the United States to a greater ex¬ 
tent than it was in this area. 

Shortly after the organization of 
the Grafton Church. Mr. Ainslie, 
the pastor, left to become the dis¬ 
trict evangelist of the Tidewater 
Area. He was succeeded y Kemp 
P. Elliott. 

Records of ome of the periods 
are scarce, however, it is inter¬ 
esting to note that during the War 
Between the States that the build¬ 
ing was used first as a hospital 
by the Confederate Army and 
then as a picke t pos^ and stable 

serv^”s?me[faae8 by cleffiei 

and at other times by local lay 

E reachers. More recent pastors 
ave been the Rev. A. J, Renforthj 
who served the church from 1906 
until his death in 1945. Mr. Ren- 
Jorth>98 followed by ^tank John¬ 
son who served: during the- sum¬ 
mer of 1945.’ The Rev. Aubrey 
Russell served one year in 1946- 
47. Following Mr. Russell, the 
Rev. Willard W. Jones served the 
church until his death in June 
1951. At that time, the Rev. Rob¬ 
ert Marriott, who is director of 
transportation for the City of New¬ 
port: News Schools, assumed the 
pastoral duties and served .^mtil 
June*^ 1 when the present pas¬ 
tor. the Rev. David C. Derby be¬ 
came the church’s first full-time 
Ipastor for nearly a century. 

During the past 10 years, an ad¬ 
dition to the building has been 
erected and the sanctuary com¬ 
pletely remodeled and restored. J 
The cost' of the two projects to-1 
tailed 841,000 and has been paid 
in full. The re6iden membership 
has grown from 95 in 1947 to 207 
at the present time. Sixty-seven J 
members wee added during the : 
pastorate of Mr. Marriott and 27 ‘ 
have been added during the last 
nine months. 

Plans for the immediate future 1 
call for the expansion of the fa-! 
cilities to include a new educa¬ 
tional building with classrooms, 

I recreation hall and kitchen. 








v PAGEANT CAST REHEARSES AT GRAFTON 

Members in a cast for a historical pageant to be presented at the Grafton Christian Church 
this afternoon at 2 are shown in the photo during a dress rehearsal at the church Friday 
The group will depict the events in the 120 years since the church was founded in 
In the first row (1 to r) is Manning Burcher, Mrs. John Elliott Thomas, Robert B. 
Henry Bateman and Ralph Meredith. Second'rqw, Mrs. Wray Lee Curtis, Miss 
Mrs. Ernest Clark, Howard Burcher, and Leo Roach. Third row, Mrs. Mil- 
J. D. Davis, Mrs. Dorothy Freslone, Mrs. George Hicks, William L. Not¬ 
tingham Jr. and Edward Fox._ /9*>V 
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i Native Of Pennsylvania 
! Takes Yi)rk Church Post 

YORKTOWN-The Rev. George of Bethany College, where he re- 
Ewing Massay, native of Pennsyl- ceived his A. B. degree and of 
vania and son of a Disciples of the University of Chicago, where 
Christ minister, has been named he received a B. A. degree 

ChrS r^ 1P Sf t0r 0f Graft0n Student ministries of Rev'. Mas- 
Christian Church. . - say were m Nova Scotia, Canada 

Mrs. W. W. Amory, chairman an< J London, England. From July 
of the pulpit committee, said the 1955 to July 1961, he served as 
appointment was effective Thurs- pastor of First Christian Church 
da y- Troy, Mo. For the past year, he 

Mr. Massay, his wife, Alice, J as x 0 a fraternal worker in 
and six-year-old son, Jim, recent- st -. Nazaire, France, under the 
ly returned from France, where action department of the 
they served as fraternal workers mded Christian Missionary So- 
in 'an industrial mission. :ie( y- 

The new minister is a graduate _ While minister in Troy, Mr. 

- • lassay served a term as presi- 
r ent of the Troy Council of 
Thurches; he was director of a 
ommunity vacation church 
school. He also taught in choir 
[amps, youth conferences and 
amily camps. j 

Mrs. Massay. the former Alice 1 
^rook of Wadsworth, Ohio, also is l 
a graduate of Bethany College, 1 
where she was a religious major. 1 
During a visit to the Grafton 1 
Church in September, they met 
with the pulpit committee and I 
Mr. Massay delivered the morn- ' 
ing message Sept. 30. j 

The pulpit committee and the < 
official board of the church un-' 
animously recommended Massay i 
to the congregation. j 

Serving with Mrs. Amory on the- J 
pulpit committee are Delores H. 
Harlan, Robert B. Marriott, L. ; 
Garrett Webb, George C. Cluves- l 
'us Jr. and J. Elliott Thomas, ex- 
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Dinner to 


at Noon 


Oe'remonles ,ln ' observance of the 
100th anniversary of the founding of 
Lebanon Christian church near Lee 
Hall,' of which the Rev. K, M. Gould 
U pastor, wll} be. held today be ginnin g 
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Washington Bryan; Thomas 


CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARY 






Observing. 100th Anixive’ - 
Pf Lebanon Christian Churcl 
in Program To Be Held Toda 


■ - ' £ O’ 

Services Scheduled For 11 A. M. 

And 2 And 8 P. M., With 
Bo Served 


(ft 




I eluding with 'the sermon to begin 
8 p.m. ' *. 

The Rev. C. B. Richards will con* 
duct the morning service at il and 
dinner will he sejjred on the grounds 
st noon. The Rev. A. 3 . Renforth will 
speak on "Lebanon—Its History and 
Achievements” at 2‘ p. m.. and the 
Rev. j. Virgil Lilly will conduct the 
evening service at 8. < ;• < 

^ _ w ... ! The Rev. Mr. Lilly, who has pre- 

Jn an all day program at Lebanon, Christian church today, the 100th annL H* 1 * 1 * hUtory of the church from 
versary of the church la being Celebrated, The program opena with a lt4 * >e 8 llm l n S'" polnta out that all early 
worship service st 11 a. m. and will bo concluded in service, bt* Inning at organization were lost 

8 P* m Dinner will be served on the grounds from noon until lam.? ?*• *$"8 war - bu * 

■ • • ■ ■ ■ .. a— *” Hunt. that It grew out of the Klsklak, 

commonly called “Cheesekake" church, 
between 1834 and lp37. » 

Nucleus of the early membership 
of Uie church, his paper reveals, was 
formed by a grocp of people favor; 
tag the •‘CambelUte’’ doctrines, who 
were once members of a church in 
the Dover Baptist assoajatlon. 

Minutes of that association show 
that a church* known as “Quinn's 
Creek church” was admitted to the 
association In 1820 and that to' 1825 
the name waa changed to "Cheese¬ 
cake” church. The mjnutes further 
show that members of the church 
were excluded In 1833 because of doc¬ 
trinal differences of Its membership. 
"Parson” Jones was pastor ' of * the 
church and served it until his death 
In 1854. 

Klsklak was originally an Episcopal 
church, but It was reported In early 
church records that the state of re¬ 
pair of one church below Williams¬ 
burg and one above were bad and 
that the vestry decided' to build a 
building In Williamsburg Instead of 
repairing them. There was a law at 
that time which permitted the use of 
a church building by other persons 
provided It haiWnot kbeen In use a 
certain number of years. 

It Is the Rev. Fey son Little’s opin¬ 
ion that the Kieklak strife, caused by 
the diCambelUte” Influence, probably 
resulted In agreement between the two 
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groups to use the -building aiternatj 
The strife, however, reached such! 
point that the Disciples were loci) 
out about or during 1838. 

The first building of the new bj 
waa located In Mansion's field. fc[ 
property of Diet Lee, located dire, 
across the road from the present bu 
tag. Charter members are known 


Wynne, and William Wynne. It la 
lleved that there were others, : 
their names are not known. 

The first structure was destro: 
by fire, and with clapboard conatr 
tlon, was rebuilt on the original 
cation. When subscriptions were tal 
up for the building, Mrs. Callowyi 
donated $500 for the privilege of ns 
tag the church "Lebanon.” 

Frames and pewa for the builo 
were hewn from trees cleared for 
building and bricks were made at J-. 
stead's Point. The church was dt 
cated In August 1859, with the 1 
L. A. Cutler conducting. 

The church had beer open, 
only two years when tlw betw 
the states forced Its cl. Cole 
Goode, in charge of the aoecklenh 
cavalry occupied the church as 
commissary, and made his headqi| 
ters at End’s View Farm owned 
Dr. and Mrs. H. W- Curtis. Fed 
troops, under Gen; George B. 1) 
Clellan, used the structure as a stsj 
removed the floor and did consU] 
able damage. 

Early In the 80’s a conversation 
tween Mrs. Curtis and George Wa 
ington Bryant resulted in reoper 
of the church and its continued 
function until the world war whei 
was closed again.--~ 

Shortly after the war the Lad 
Missionary and Ladles'. Aid $ocm 
were organized and have proven gj 
assets to the church. 

8. R. Curtis led and financed 
tensive repairs to the church in 1 
He completed erection of the par; 
age and keeper's house as a menu 
to his mother. There 140 member] 
the church at the present time. 

Former pastors of the church 
been the Revs. Ataalle. John Dj 
borne, C. L. Morrison. O. I*. O: 
Chas. Elmore, C. P. Williams, Mo. 

A. J. Renforth, Ernest Hemming! 

B. Richards, Chas. Elmore, Que] 

C. B. Richards, Henry M. Ware, 
J. Virgil Lilly. 







& 



Ernest E. Araory, left, and The Rev. George Massay, discuss vandalism to 
gravestones at the Grafton Christian Church. 




Vandals Despoil Tombstones 
At Historic Grafton Church 


By ROBERT GRAVES 
Staff Reporter 

YORKTOWN — Vandals are knocking over 
tombstones ai the historic Grafton Christian 
Church on Brick Church Road, off Route 17, 
causing damage and posing danger of injury. 

The Rev. George Massay, pastor of the 
church which dates back to 1834 and played a 
part in the Civil War, said in addition to de¬ 
facing and damaging the gravestones, the 
vandalism might result in death or injury to 
the pranksters. 

“Some of these gravestones weigh from 1,- 
000 to 1,500 pounds,” he said. “If they fell on 
anyone while being pushed over, the person 
would be crushed. They would never be able 
to lift one off.” 

At least 15 gravestones have been broken 
off or pushed off of their pedestals over a 
period of from 10 days to two weeks. 

“We take pride in our cemetery and want to 
keep it presentable for church members,” 
commented Ernest E. Amory. He noted that 
, the gravestones go back to 1844. 

, One gravestone marking the death of Elder 
j John Curtis in 1844 states it is in memory of 
j the man “who gave the land for the Grafton 
_ Church.” , 

“The Yankees used the church as a stable 
y ^ aiLr 'S the Civil War, while the Southern 


Army used it for a hospital,” Armory com¬ 
mented. 

“Cribbing marks are still visible underneath 
the white paint of the windowsills, chewed 
from the inside by horses quartered there.” 

The Rev. Massay explained that there are a 
number of soldiers buried in the churchyard 
and cemetery in unmarked graves. 

“We come across buttons from uniforms 
when graves are dug,” he said. 

The church was hit by cannon balls during 
a Civil War artillery battle, and still bears the 
scars. 

Inside, a slave balcony, used for slaves who 
wished to attend the services, is stlll maim - 
tamed. 

“We have about 200 church members now,” 
the pastor said. 

He said the church was constructed in 1834 
of bricks piade by hand on the property. 

“It was the only brick church in the county 
at that time and was known to local residents 
as ‘Brick Church!,” he said. 

“The members who formed the church had 
been members of Grafton Baptist Church, a 
congregation founded near Yorktown in 1777. 

“It moved to the present location in the late 
1700’s, its building and cemetery being situ¬ 
ated on the land now used as a parking lot, 
across the road from the present cemetery." 
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Olivet Christian Church 
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Celebrates Centennial 


By HALVER GETCHELL 
Suff Reporter 

Olivet Christian Church in Newport 
News observed its 100th anniversary 
this week as a time to recall the past, 
takea new look at today and plan the 
future. 

The centennial program began 
Thursday and ends at 2 p.m. today. 
Evening services featured several 
former ministers, music and special 
speakers. 

The church is in an historic setting 
on Old Courthouse Way in the Denbigh 
area, site of the old Warwick County 
Courthouse and clerk of courts office. 

George BonDurant, president of 
Roanoke Bible College in Elizabeth 
City, N. C., opened the observance 
Thursday with a sermon on “Our Roots 
’in the Restoration Movement." Music 
was by David Cuthbertson, Olivet’s 
minister in 1971-77, and his wife, Linda. 

William W. Wilson, who was 15 
years old when he preached his first 
sermon at Olivet and served as the 
church’s minister from 1934-36, spoke 
on "A Rich Heritage from the Past and 
for the Future” Friday night. He lives 
in Richmond. Robert George, Olivet’s 
minister from 1965-71, and his wife, 
JoAnn, provided the music. 

The current minister, Harlan Ogle, 
narrated the history of Olivet Church at 
Saturday evening’s service. 

Closing services today will be high¬ 
lighted by a morning program by Rich¬ 
ard Wingfield, who served the church 
as minister for the longest time, begin¬ 
ning in 1934 and and retiring in-1965. 

The morning worship service will be 
followed by a covered dish fellowship 
luncheon. A testimony time begins ft 2 
p.m. 

Olivet Church began as part of a 
growing movement in the late 18th and 
early 19th century seeking a return to 
the basic teachings of Christ in the New 
Testament. 

In 1794 a group of prominent re¬ 
ligious men advocating a return to “the 
old paths" met at Lebanon Church in 
Surry County under the leadership of 
James O’Kelly. That group adopted the 
scriptural name “Christian" for their 
church. 

(, The resolution also contained a 

statement of belief: “...to take the Bible 
as the only creed and sufficient rule of 
faith and practice; to recognize the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the only head of 
the church, and to reject all party and 
sectarian names." 


By this resolution, Christian Church 
ministers are not called “the reverend” 
or similar titles, but simply as min¬ 
isters or preachers. 

In 1809, Thomas Campbell of Penn¬ 
sylvania drew up a “Declaration and 
Address” on' the basic principles of a 
reformation movement. Its was to pro¬ 
mote a return to primitive Christianity. 

His son, Alexander, advanced the 
movement so that a “Christian 
Church” began, and spent the rest of his 
life preaching on the principles of New 
Testament Christianity. 

About this time Grafton Baptist 
Church of the Dover Association, estab¬ 
lished in 1777 to serve York and War¬ 
wick coun ties, h ad a large membersh ip. 

It asked Peter Ainslie of Gloucester, an 
advocate of New Testament Christian¬ 
ity, to hold a meeting .for them. 

Ainslie's service in August 1827 re¬ 
sulted in baptism of 52 persons and soon 
after Ainslie moved to Grafton to be¬ 
come its minister. 

But all was not peaceful, and some 
opposed the Campbell-Ainslie preach¬ 
ings. In the summer of 1832 the area 
association enacted its “Dover 
Decrees,” excludingfrom the associa- j 
tion any person following the preach¬ 
ings of Campbell, including Ainslie. 

The "History of Grafton Christian 
Church” by Myrtle Phillip Amory re¬ 
cords that after separating from the 
Baptist group, Ainslie and five others 
issued “a most solemn protest against 
the Dover Decrees” and drew up a 
declaration giving their views of a free 
church in which all could serve God as 
they chose. 

The dissidents declared their faith 
in Ainslie was unshaken and “our re¬ 
gard for him undiminished...” 

Grafton Christian Church was or¬ 
ganized on May 11, 1834. mainly by 
Baptists who joined because of its posi¬ 
tion on New Testament Christianity. 

In May 1879 William C. Wade was j 
conducting services a few miles from 
the Grafton church in the Warwick j 
County Courthouse because his group 
had no church building. 

Leaders in the Grafton Christian 
Church supported Wade’s effort and 10 
members organized a new church in a 
one-room schoolhouse about a half mile 
north of Warwick Courthouse. Their 
first Lord’s Day was in October 1879. 
And early the next month the congrega¬ 
tion formed a new church with 11 mem¬ 


bers and an offering of 58 cents. 

This was born Olivet Christian 

Church. , , 

Church elders purchased an acre ot 
land on Jan. 29, 1880, for 8114 and the 
congregation converted an old house on 
the property to a church with a seating 
capacity of 125. The church was dedi¬ 
cated Aug. 6, 1882. 

Membership grew slowly during the 
early years with only 19 members in 
1888. Grafton Christian Church con¬ 
tinued its support until 1903. 

But by 1909 the converted house was 
inadequate and a new church was dedi¬ 
cated May 30,1909, debt free on its first 
day. 

Olivet was among Peninsula several 
churches forced to close in the Influenza 
winter of 1918-19, but reopened Sept. 30, 

1919. 

From 1910 until the temporary clos¬ 
ing, the church was maintained through 
the efforts of Robert C. Curtis and 
Chaplain W. E. Powell of Hampton. It 

reopened with J. Howard Hardy as 
minister. After Hardy died in 1921, J. 

E. deGafft relly, minister at the old 31st 
Street Christian Church of Newport 
News, co lucted services on Sunday 
afternoon: for the Olivet congregation. 

After Ames of service by C. B. 
Richards md R. C. Utley in 1923-25, 
Olivet wa without a full-time minister 
until 1928 when C. A. Quinsel accepted 
a call. Hi* term ended in 1930. 

In the early 1930s, the church was 
served by J. A. Tate of Richmond, 

revival minister A. E. Sim, co-min¬ 
isters L. M. Ambrose and George S. 
Leake and James C. Richardson. 

The teen-age minister William 
Wilson preached every other Sunday 
until October 1934 and alternated with 
Richard Wingfield in 1934-36 when he 
entered the Cincinnati Bible Seminary. 

Wingfield was succeeded by Robert 
George in 1965. During his six year of 
service a parsonage was purchased and 
extra land bought for future expansion.' 

About the time George left in 1971, 
internal dissension caused half of the 
congregation to break away and form 
the Denbigh Christian Church. The two 
congregations now have a normal rela¬ 
tionship. 



David CuUibeiu>ui. airivtu in api- 
1971, and his first move was to stabilize 
the congregation. During his time the 
church supported formation of two con 
gregations. 

One was formed in Wilson, Va 
largely because Wingfield found no 
New Testament church in the city he 
selected for his retirement. The other 
is a mission church in Seaford which 
recently completed its" own churcff ^ 
building. 

Olivet is supporting the formation of 
a church in Gloucester County. 

Harlan Ogle became Olivet’s min 
ister in January 1978. Jim Eichen 
berger, co-minister and director of 
youth services, has been at Olivet about 
a year. 

The church building completed in 
1909 was destroyed by a fire in 1948 and 
that spring services were held in the old 
courthouse. First worship service in a 
replacement building was held July 17, 
1948, but that building was not dedi 
cated until June 12, 1955. 

The church’s newest addition, which 
gave it the appearance it has today 
dedicated Aug. 30, 1964. That work ex 
ponded room on the back of the church 
and the sanctuary entrance received a 
. colonial look with a new bell tower. 
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Members of the church worshiped in another building about 40 years 
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BAPTIST CHURCHES 



( 


F 






Dr. Herman Stevens will be 
the guest speaker for home¬ 
coming services at South 
York Baptist Church Sunday, 
as the church celebrates its 
eighth anniversary. 

Lunch will be shared by ev¬ 
eryone following the morning 
worship service. 

South York Baptist Church , 
located on Hampton Highway 
134 in York County, was start¬ 
ed ^ a mission by th e Bethel 
Bjjptist Ch urch of fra blT in 
1963. The mission grew rapid¬ 
ly and became a chartered 
church In 1964. 

The Rev. Mark Stone 
served as the first pastor, re¬ 
signing in Dec. 1968. The 
church then called the Rev. 
N. D. Blackman as interim 
pastor who qontinued in that 
capacity until July 1970. The 
present minister, the Rev. 
Gwyn Paul Sullivan, from Le¬ 
noir, N.C., assumed his duties 
as pastor July 26, 1970. Since 
that date the church has re¬ 
ceived into its membership 


DR. HERMAN T. STEVENS 

. . . Homecoming Speaker 

170 members, 60 of whom 
have come on profession of 
faith and baptism. 

Sunday has been designated 
as a special “debt liquida¬ 
tion” day. 

The schedule for Sunday 
will be 9:45 a.m. Sunday 
School; 11 a.m. Worship Ser¬ 
vice by Dr. Stevens; 12:30 
Lunch; 6:15 p.m. Church 
Training; 7:30 p.m. Worship 
Service bv Mr Sniiiwan 


M. i, 


Church Selects 
Guest Speaker 
For Ceremonies 







Gary Smith 
Period 3 
Mrs. Hansford 
Mrs. Holbon 
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CAREY'S BAPTIST CHURCH 

The Carey's Baptist Church, was organized on June 25, 1882 under the 
leadership of the Reverend Carey Hopson. Reverend Hopson lived in Hampton^ 
Virginia^and traveled every Sunday to teach at his church which he founded. 
At first the people of the Carey's Chapel area did not have a church and had 
to worship outside under a large Hoy(spelling ?) tree. The tree was located 
on what is now Elliots Road. Soon the members of the community decided to 
build a church. The members bought a piece of land from a man named Eddie 
Sinclair and started building their church. They named their church Carey's 
Chapel. A little later the people decided to change the name to Carey's 

•v ' 

Baptist. The church name changed but the neme of the road remained the same. 
After a while the people in the community prospered and the population began 


to grow’. They then decided to build another church and tear the old one down. 
This they did and* *$fie church is now standing and is used by the community. 


It has been remodeled and kept well. 


< W V) 


The first 11 members are as followsj 

1. Brother William Porter 

2. Brother Mercury Lamb. 

3. Brother John Hayes 

4. Brother Willie Ash 

5. Brother Curtis Combs 

6. Brother Peter Banks 

7. Sister Pollie Banks 

8. Sister Alice Hayes 


Since June 25, 1882 the following pastors have served« 
Rev. Cary Hopson, served until deceased 
Rev. John Lovett served 18 yrs. 

Rev. T.W. Nettles, served until deceased 
Rev. A.A. Hudgins, served 9 yrs. 

Rev. J.D. Black, served 7 yrs. 

Rev. Y.B. Williams, served 5 yrs. 

Rev. J.D. Adkins, served 12 yrs. 

Rev. T.O. Wilson, served 4 yrs. and 9 monthes. 

Rev. A.G, Graves, served 5 yrs. and 6 monthes 
Rev James I Bridgers.'J^ow serving 
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AS WE WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Father in heaven, we wait before Thy face. 

Grant us, we pray. Thy presence in this place 
Send down to longing hearts who seek Thee here 
The message of Thy love, which knows no fear. 

Grant us the tongues of fire that fell of old. 

The vision clear that made Thy prophets bold. 
The open mind, the high and pure intent. 

The strenuous will on noble service bent. 

Grant us amid the shadows of our years. 

The inner peace that conquers grief and tears. 
Teach us the holy secret Jesus saw, 

The soul’s beatitude, the perfect law. 

O living God, we need Thy help and power. 

To consecrate the purpose of this hour. 

Grant us the shield of faith, the sword of light; 
Then send us forth to battle for the right. 

—Selected. 


Illl Ill 


".But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to 

the ministry of the word" Acts 6:4 


K 


Look at a poor little colorless drop of water, hanging 
weakly on a blade of grass. It is not beautiful at all; why 
should you stop to look at it? Stay till the sun has risen, 
and now look. It is sparkling like a diamond; and if you 
look at it from another side, it will be glowing like a ruby, 
and presently gleaming like an emerald. The poor little drop 
has become one of the brightest and loveliest things you 
ever saw. But is it its own brightness and beauty? No. if it 
slipped down to the ground out of the sunshine, it would be 
only a poor little dirty drop of water. So, if the Sun of 
Righteousness, the glorious and lovely Savior, shine upon 
you, a little ray of His own brightness and beauty will be 
seen upon you. —Frances R. Havergal 
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DANDY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Yorktown, Virginia 2369 O 

May 5» 1974 

"Where you are never a stranger, just a friend we 
have never met." 

* * * * 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:49 AM 

Opening Exercise 232 

Adjourn to Classes 10:00 AM 

* * * * 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 AM 


( 



Springtime is always a busy time at 
'rurch as well as in the home. We 
„ave all kinds of activities we can 
take part in. Will you be one to 
take part? 


Monday evening the men will meet at 
the lot for a work party beginning 
at 6:00 PM. 


Prayer Meeting and Bible Study on 
Wednesday evening at 7:30 PM. 


The ladies of the church will be 
doing spring cleaning the week of 
May 13th. We will start Monday morning 
and work thru the week until it is 


completed. 


Prelude 

Opening Chorus 

Hymn 

Prayer 

Welcome and Announcements 
Hymn 

Dedication of His Tithes and our Offerings 

Responsive Reading 

Choir Special 

Hymn 

Message 

Hymn of Invitation 

* * * * 

EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE 


146 

187 


C 

238 

186 


7:30 PM 


The WHC has been collecting afticles for the Mission 
Camp. Th-i a month's project is kitchen supplies, 
(towels, cleanser, etc.). Articles can be placed in 
the box in the church vestibule. 

********* 



Vacation Bible School 
will be held May 17- 
21st. Anyone wish¬ 
ing to help, sign the 
list on the bulletin 
board. We need 
teachers and helpers. 


Hymn 445 

Prayer 

Welcome and Announcements 

Hymn 281 

Dedication of His Tithes and our Offerings 

Hymn 73 ( 

Testimonies 

Message 

Hymn of Invitation ^®9 

Communion 

Benediction 


PRAYER CORNER: Remember in prayer those with physical 
needsj Mrs. Irene Crockett, Mrs. Poteat (Lindsay's 
mother), Mr. Harrell, and others; also, work at the 
camp toward completion, the Rescue Mission, VBS, and 
workers and counselors for the camp. 

*********** 

There will be a Spring Salad Luncheon at the Rescue 
Mission on May 9th at 10:30 AM. All the ladies are 
invited to come and have angood time of fellowship. 
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Colonial Williamsburg Obtains • 
First Baptist Church, Believed * 
^Oldest Negro Edifice In Nation* 


[ Williamsburg, Aug. 16—Wl—The 
First Baptist Church of Williams¬ 
burg, believed to be the oldest or¬ 
ganized Negro church in the United 
(States, has been purchased by 
Colonial Williamsburg for S130.00Q 
together with a piece of land 
he Bozarth tract on Scotland St. 

The transaction-negotiations for 
which had been in 
June last year—was 
Aug. 6. 

^ The First Ba ptist Church stands 
tifln land" approximately 60 feet by 
J20 feet and fronting Nassau St. 
It also borders the northern, line of 
Eastern State Hospital property 
which was' involved in unsuccessful 
negotiations between Colonial Wil¬ 
liamsburg and thtj College of Wil¬ 
liam and Mary last year. 

Pastor of tne church, the Rev. 
Leardrew L, Johnson, said today 
that his conjugation, under the 
terms of the transaction, would still 
be allowed to use the church an¬ 
other two years. 

“We hope, however, that within 
the year we will be able to move 
the new church which will be built 
on the Bozarth tract," he said. 

With a 100 foot frontage on Scot¬ 
land St>,' the land on the Bozarth 
tract measures 248 feet on its west 
side and 230 feet on its east side. 

Plans for the new church 1 have 
been drawn up by architect, Bernard 
Spigel, of Norfolk. They will be 
opened for bids within the next 
four or six weeks. 

The new church, which is to be 
built of brick, will tentatively fca 
lure a sanctuary with a seating 
capacity of 304, with an additional 
68 in the balcony. The ground floor 
will include six classrooms and an 
assembly room for use by the 
church school, together with fur- 
;|nace, kitchen and rest-rooms. 

_ On the ground floor of an educa¬ 
tional wing will be a recreation hall 
to be used mainly for young peoples 
functions and able to accommodate 
between 175-200: upstairs there will 
be the church office, pastor’s study. 
^tjr hy | P ia r |or . laides lounge and 

1 The minister said *’ ft w«s** , pot 
possible to' determine whether the 
church would be able to purchase a 
JPiPfi-Urgan - : • 








SOLD FOR $130,000 

Believed to be the oldest established Negro church in the" 
country, the First Baptist Church of Williamsburg has been” 
purchased by Colonial Williamsburg for $130,000 and a' 
piece of land on the Bozarth tract. Church authorities plan,-; 
to move into their proposed new church within a year. • 
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lions are in progress for the pur¬ 
chase by Colonial Williamsburg ol 
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Sell Site To Restoration 


the First Baptist Church, believed to lne Kev ’ LcarQrcw Jonnson ' 
be the oldest organized Negro P«tor, said today that the church 
church in the United States. It is first became acquainted with 
understod that Colonial Williams- Colonial Williamsburg’s interest in 

5 K/5XS SJfts«« ^ » m M »" “"»••• 

Scotland St. . negotiations had been in progress 

The First Baptist Church stands since June last year, 
or Und approximately 60 feet by should the .proposed deal go I 
U0 feet and fronting Nassau St. torough, the. first Baptist Church, 
here. It also borders'the northern with its membership of about 300, 
line of the Eastern State Hospital will move to a new church to bo 
property which was involved in un- built on the Bozarth tract. 

rvSi U ui ia e!ot il atl0BS . }jf ,vl 5 c ? A preliminary move to anv suc- 
Cclonial Wllllamshurg and the Col- cessfu! negotiation has been taken * 


£; cessful negotiation has been taken 1 
by the church this week in giving 
notification that in Williamsburg 
Circuit Court on July 26 they will 
file a petition asking for the ap¬ 
pointment of a Special Comm is- k 
keener- for'ttir-clarifiSaTwSlFland 1 
deeds.* * . 

This move has been necessitated 
because the church deed to part of 
the site was destroyed by fire at 
Richmond during the Civil War. 

The church, however, holds a 
deed to the southerly -20 feet of 
the site which was handed over to 
the church trustees by the late Ro¬ 
bert R. Cole and others Aug. 4, 
1887. 

Due to the negotiations—which 
s?em almost certain to pjove suc¬ 
cessful—work has been stopped on 
the proposed erection of a two- 
story educational unit which was to 
have been added to the church. 

The project would have included 
a multiple purpose room as audi¬ 
torium, chapel, dining room and 
game room;' a ladies lounge; a 
modern kitchen; pastor’s study and 
church office; ladies choir room; 
Sunday school and meeting rbom 
and a baptismal font. 

Possibly the oldest organized 
Negro church in America, the 
church was startedin-1776 and was-- 
non-denominational. In that year 
thi first “brush harbor” was set up 
bv Negro worshippers who later 
moved the site from Green Spring 
Plantation to Racoon Chase. 

A prominent local merchant, Ro¬ 
bert P. Cole became interested in 
the Negro services and gave per¬ 
mission for his carriage house to 
be used for worship meetings. 

» It was not until 1791 that the 
organization became a Baptist 
Church. At that time, its member¬ 
ship stood at 500. 

The present brifclc building was 
completed in 1855. ,-i . . 
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RELICS FROM FORMER BAPTIST CHURCH 

kar _ at . I r ..... 


A t —;— ; i ij i wnuivv<n 

Abwe are a number of relics used in the former building of the Williamsburg BaDtist 
Church on Duke of Gloucester St. In the glass case at left are the orSal bfass fdck 

Pn«2w \!? nt d ° 0r r? d . a b - nck from the foundation which was originally in the wall of the 
. P wder Magazine.- Center is an oil lamp and the loving cup was won by the Pollard Bible 

: dass 1 « att “ da ”“ S9-M wilh men's Bible disses 8 in WilliamsbuS ^e basket w,! 
- — - -used to.carry .ccynmuflicjji elements .to the church. 
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n imsburg. O ct. 24—In 1856, 
aptist Church, which had 
been constituted in 1828 and which 
for more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury had been meeting in the old 
Powder Magazine on Market 
Square, again entertained the Dover 
Baptist Association. At this session, 
held in the unfinished new church 
which had been started several years 
earlier, the name was changed to 
the Williamsburg Baptist Church. 
On Nov. 7-8 next, the church will 
observe the 125th anniversary of its 
founding. 

At the 1856 session of the asso¬ 
ciation, Elder William M. Young, 

...U- l-t am/ 1 tka . /tkllrf'k e 


congregation, but to repair the struc¬ 
ture as well, much of which was 
done by his own hands. One by one 
he carried the pews over to the 
carpenter's shop at the Eastern 
‘ il and refinished them 
i own manual labors. ■ 


State Hos| 
largely by 1 | 

The Rev. J. C. Chambliss fol¬ 
lowed Hall as pastor for one year 
and was followed for four years by 
Elder William Martin, >vho was a 
physician living io James <2'ty 
County, but not practicing his pro¬ 
fession, and a member of James 
City Baptist Church. 

Other pastors of the church in 
order were the Rev. James H. 
Barnes, 1879-1881; Dr. Marlin, 
1882; the Rev. L. R. MilboumeJ 
1883; (no pastor, 1884-85); the Revj 
St. George T. Abrahams, 1886; the' 
Rev, W. S. Dorset, 1887-89 inclu-J 
sive; the Rev. P. T. Warren, 1890-.’ 
97 inclusive, during whose pastor¬ 
ship tho Dover Association again 
met ip the local church and preach-' 
ing advanced from twice-a-month to 
every Sunday and the membership i 
grew from 92 to 189. 

In 18?8 the Rev. I. S. Boyles be- 


who had succeeded the church's 
founder, the Rev. Scervant Jones, 


bership stood at 387, about 45 less 
than when Elder Jones died six 
years earlier. Records of the church 
are not in existence for the five- 
year war period. In 1862, follow¬ 
ing the Battle of Williamsburg, the 


came pastor and remained three 
years and during his pastorship the 
parsonage was erected adjoining the 
church, and the church again enter¬ 


tained the Dover Association. Other 
pastors during the present century 
include the Rev. H. T. JLouthan, 
1901-03; (none in 1904); the Rev. 
J. B. Harrell, 1905-06; the Rev. 

G. S. Kennard, 1907-10; the- Rev. 
M. J. Hoover, 1910-12; thrf Rev. 

H. P. Dalton, 1913; the Rev, John 
Moncure, 1914-19, during which 
time the church was overhauled and 
an organ installed; the Rev. L. P. 
Little, 1919-21; the Rev. Dr. D. J. 
Blocker, 1921-22, and Dr. F, P. 
Dennison, 1923-26, and the Rev. J. 
Hillis Miller, 1927-28, now president 
of the University of Florida. 

Succeeding pastors were Dr. ,W. 
G James, the last pastor of the old 
church and first in the new; Dr. 
Carter Helm Jones and Dr. A, F. 
Ward Jr., now chaplain at the East¬ 
ern State Hospital. Dr. Ward was 
succeeded by the Rev. Thomas E. 
Pugh, pastor for the past two years. 

(Editor's Note: The above ma¬ 
terial is based on articles published 
in Baptist Religious Herald by the 
late Rev. L. P, Little of Williams¬ 
burg)_ 


church was used as a hospital and 
a number of battle casualties who 
died there were buried just outside 
the west door. Their bodies were 
later re-interred elsewhere. 

During the Federal occupation of 
Williamsburg, the church was great¬ 
ly abused. Blood stains remained on 
the floor and the pews had been 
carried outside and--stored -in an 
open shed, exposed to the weather. 
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" '"lory of the Grace Baptist Chapel 


Grace Baptist Chapel began its development out of a deen concern 

, c \ i ' . I thL w nter '95.1. these services were re-located in the 

trjfh h“« sfneeth raCC ‘" h r h ,r' i dUC ,U "* ns ' ^clopmcm and 
n Mr ,n l M ,j bu,ldm » mailable at the time, the home 

ontil the 1,3 d “ * m “ ,inB P ' aCe ' Which 


Constituting The 


Qracc Baptist Qua 




" illiamsburg, Virginia 


Dr. H. I. .Stevens presented the need of a building site to the Fv 
h f n °n i° mm,ttet - ‘ ,f tht Peninsula Association, and this Committee offered 

S“mT mmCnd r; *! ■*»**”■ S«i"« tl* tremendous 
. te. the area, the Association granted the recommendation and 
and was given as a possible building site in the future. The plans for a 

a^r: ^» f *-» ■<- 

Theld i)r 3 |-redT A'l 'if* ' V C Aj sruund ceremony was 

1 lor he ,kc 3 V)i, N \ ty ,ht H ° me M,SS '^ n B "" d *» Present 
1 tor the inraMon On November ;i, ir )54 , ,he first service was held in the 

’ 'ime bUI dme " “ P " S ' Chape 't 50 has lien in use since that 

IVv t 1 he :."d Cruciate I*«or of James River Bands. Church the 
bev. Jesse Bowman and the Rev. K. N. Bezanson, mspectivelv were to 
'<-i\e in this same capacity at the Chapel. Mr J. V. Wat«wn «■«’ o t 
ene- as the Sunday School Superintendent. Mrs. K. N. Benzlnsml was 
dted to serve as the first president of the Women Missionary UnTon 

In April, 1956, shortly after the Rev. Beranson’s resignation the 

i d ^m,h 3 ™! V ' r ATr m< ? d,:d a ' ■«*»« 

ces at the Chapel. A I ulpit Committee was elected and very shortly 
j commended a call to the Rev. Rex Bennett. On July ,, ,956 Mr 
•Bennett assumed his duties as pastor of the Chapel 95 ’ * 

i r, 1 P” •' 1 956 , James River accepted a recommendation that the 

LHaPC • ° rga ’;! Zed b > October t, ,956, thus resulting in the service odav 
I • 1 he Constituting of the Grace Baptist Church. 



—by the— 


JAMES RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH 

Jesse Bowman, Pastor 


—and— 



peninsula baptist association 

J. A\ alter Martin, Jr., Moderator 

jtfcBlBMM—ini »■ 1 1 'iiiJl ■ I flTillfr !i‘ 
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REV. C. R. HAWKINS 

' ■' '•:. i - T ' ' ’ 


Rev. Hawkins 
Installation Is 


The Grafton' church called him 


. to conduct its revival in October 
. 1958 and also to supply the pulpit I 


on occasions. He was ordained to 
the ministry by the First Baptist 
Church. Greensboro, where he has 
been a member since boyhood. 

The church was constituted in 
1777 during the Revolutionary 

u_i ■_i_ •_i 


HQRNSYVILLE - An instal-! 

• Iption service for the Rev. C. R. 1 
Hawkins as pastor of the Graf - 1 
i ton Baptist Churc h will begin at j 
3 p.m. today at the church here, i 
following fnusic by Miss Jac-1 
quelyn Hogge, the charge to the I 
chqrch will be given by the Rev. 1 
Claude G, Barkley and the charge < 
to the pastor by the Rev. Herman 
T. Stevens.‘•Greetings will be ex -1 
tended from the Peninsula Bap- ? 
list Pastors Conference by the t 
Rev. Roy Carter and from the 
Peninsula Baptist Association by I 
the Rev. W. W. Pickett. i 

Mr. Hawkins, who began , his | 
pastorate Feb. Jc isa. native of j 
Greensboro,-N. cHrSTwas giadu-j 


War and reached a membership 1 
of 600 In its early days. It is 
considered the “Mother Church’’ 
of the Lower Peninsula Baptist 
Churches and the First Baptist 
Church, Richmond.' 

While it flourished during its ' 
early history, the church suffered 1 
from the introduction of a new i 
form of worship and from the . 

• ravages of war. In 1834 when the ' 

• refonAs of' Alexander Campbell, 

1 founder of the Disciples of Christ, 1 

• swept oyer the area the minister j 

1 and a portion of the congregation 1 


‘tlreejafibore. -N. OTi__ 

ated from Guilford College, Guil¬ 
ford, N. C.> with a bachelor of 
arts degree in 1954 and the 
Southern Baptist Theological Se¬ 
minary, Louisville, Ky., with a 
bachelor of divinity degree in 
January 1958. 

Since his college work, he has 
been employed by a ijeligious 
book store in Greensboro and has 
supplied pulpits in Greensboro 


« ’ organized and was active until < 
If the "War between the States when ( 
1 it was destroyed by the Union i 
i • Army. In 1877, the third church , 
i • was organized but after a period 1 
f it ceased to be active but the ( 
I spirit of the old church remained. 

{ I Once located In ' Grafton, the , 


church is now in tlomsbyville. 

In 1938 the church was reor¬ 
ganized through the efforts of Dr. 
Stevens. Several pastors served 
the church for short periods and 
in 1945 the church 'called Mr. 
Barkley to serve as a part-time 
pastor in which capacity he has 
served for the past 15 years. 


iatuLVJrginia. 















GRAFTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

Grafton Baptist Church, now located at Route 17 and Dare Road, Grafton, dates back 168 years. Above is a tempo¬ 
rary building now being used. Plans are under way for construction of a permanent building to house the increasing en- 
_■- iiii -r rollment in both the congregation and Sunday School 


The Rev. Rob- 


T'small group again got to- Following a Peninsula-wide 


Nothing more is known until 


place, Grafton. Mass. I hglous purposes again until 1938, location would better meet the 

It was in the year 1777 the when Dr- Herman T. Stevens, needs of York County, 
church was constituted. From P? stor . Orcutt Ave. Baptist The church voted in May 1961 

the church came the Hampton Chuixn, began a Sunday school to move to Grafton on Route 
Baptist Church, constituted In it. Through hia continued ef-17 if a site could be found. A 
1791, and several others not now torta 016 church was reorganir-l site was finally located on the 
in existence. It grew from a " ' ~ ... „ corner of Route 17 and Dare 

group of 60 to a membership , v - 20 ' 1938 > Wlt “ 29 mem ' Road, but the land was involved 
of 570. , 3, , in an estate dating back to the 

The work of the church ex- In 1944 the church voted to Civil War. — 

panded until 1832, when dis->ove the ohurcb body to York- obtaining a clear title to the 


ereci a temporary building on 
the corner of Route 17 and Dare 
Road by renting the land until 


title was cleared. 

In July 1962 a prefabricated 


L building was started and the 
j outside shell completed in 15 


Baptist Church (Negro) now full time pastor of Grafton Bap- 

otnnJo ! U-l. _t_ 


Idays in time to hold a sched¬ 
uled summer revival. The men 
of the church finished the in¬ 
terior and a parking area. 

After Mr. Hawkins resigned 
Sept. 1, 1962, the Rev. John T. 
Coburn of Washington, D. C., 


Islands, 
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The old communion service of Hampton Parish is still in use 
at Grace Church, Yorktown. It consists of an antique hammered- 
silver chalice and flagon. The pieces were made in London in 
1649, and both are inscribed! 

"Hampton Parrish in Yorke County in Verginia." 

This service was given by Queen Anne. 
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The original'Church site is located approximately one- 
hundred feet north of Route 238 just insdde the main gate of 
the Naval Weapons Station, Yorktown, Virginia, about one- 
hundred feet due west of said named gate. 

Circumstances beyond the control of the members ordained 
that this first house spot should be relinquished in favor 
of the Federal Government around 1918. 

It is presently located at the intersections of Routes 
238 and 711 known as then (1964) yorktown Road and presently 
known as Old Williamsburg Road, in hamlet of Lackey, Virginia 
about five hundred feet east of the main gate of the 
United States Naval Weapons Station, Yorktown, Virginia. 





The Rising Sun Baptist Church was organised November 
2, 1864 by the following people: D. Z. Dunlope and others 
of the First Baptist Church, Williamsburg, Virginia, Riv 
Reverend william Thornton and others of Mill Creek, Virginia, 
and Reverend David Evans and others of the First Baptist Church, 
Hampton, Virginia. A log cabin built on the land of John 

Williams to be used as a place of worship. 

* 

Reverend William Harris was Elected pastor. He served 
the church faithfully for two years or more. During his 
administration; Brother Jacob Baytop was licensed and becasM 
leader of the flock with Deacons John Williams, Cary Redcross, 
Charlie Redcross, Thomas Hundley and Chelsey Waller as his 
strong supporters. 

It was during this time, about 1878, the humble log 
cabin was destroyed by fire and a brush arbor was built to 
be used as a place of worship. This disaster did not, by any 
means discourge the hearts of these loyal and hard working 
warriors. They knew that God would make a way, and He did. 

Noah Eagle, a white man, gave thes worshippers a plot of land 
on which they built a better church. 

Reverend Walter Williams was preaching for the Church 
and under this leadership, many soul* were added to the 
congregation. X 
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Reverend Thomas Wright was chosen to preabh for the 
church by the day J.n 1882 and he was elected pastor during t 
that same year. Reverend Wright with the help of hi# officer# 
and members made notable progress. New m e mb er a into 

the fold. Many obstacles impeded the progress.-of these God¬ 
fearing people, but each member, guided by a Divine power, 
was determined to leave on record a monument that would claim 
our attention today, even though it happened one-hundred 
years ago. They were laying the foundation of the Rising Sun 
Baptist Church, using as their motto, "The Church's One 
Foundation in Jesus Christ Her Lord." 

Reverend L. W. Wales, Sr., of Williamsburg was the next, 
elected pastor. He was hard working, faithful, and pro¬ 
gressive. He did as much as he could for the uplift of the 
church. 

Reverend E. w. Paige of Glouster, succeeded Reverend 
Wales. He was elected Pastor in September 1902, and served 
until January 7, 1906. Reverend Paige was a conscientious 
worker, and during his pastorate spiritual, financial , and 
material progress was made. 

The churchr wokkdd with out a pastor until March 7, 1908 
at which time Reverend J. H. Smith of Newport News was elected. 
The following deacons served with Reverend Smith: Deacons 
Chelsey waller, Jessie Pointer, Anderson Terry, Levie 
Washington, H. R. Hawkins, John Thomas^Daniel Bright, James 
Toliaferro, and James Bright. Sister Milinda Morris was 
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organist, and W. T. Redcross «as clerk. Brother Samuel 
Segar and Brother Hohn Harris were added to the deacon board 
in 1915. With the approved named officers, and member of 
the congregation. Reverend Smith did a great job in church 
and kingdom bailding. His pastorate ended in 1918 i with a 
job well done. 

In August 1920, the government took over the church, so 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wiggins consented to let the members use 
their newly built home as a plaee of worship. La ted, a 
committee, appointed by the church, purchased land on whioh 
church now stands. He gave the best part of his life towards 
the upbilldigg of the Rising Sun Baptist Church. The deaooness 
board was reorganised July 16, 193d* Some of the material 
growth noted during is pastorate include, the enlarpnent of 
the finanoe room, installation of indoor restrooms, new 
oovering for the fostrum and choir stand, the well equipped 
pastor study, the addition of the annex and the new eoamnxnlon 
furniture, and addition of the educational annex to the ohaoh. 
His next plans were to enlarge the choir stand and to install 
a baptismal pool. 

Reverend Rylander filled his pulpit and carried out 
his pastorate duties until he became incapacitated. 

Our love and admiration for Reverend Rylander will 
continue to grow. We play Ood's richest bieasings on him 
and hope that he will have the opportunity to oome baok and 
take a review of some of the things for.whioh he has given 
the best to make possible. 
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In March, 1963, Reverend M. Ivory Jefferson • produot 
of Howard University was elected Supply-Minister to Shepard 
the flock in the absense of Reverend Prank A* Rylander. 
Reverend Jefferson has rendered excellent service far. 

He ia a brilliant and dynamio speaker, a conscientious and 
faithful worker an<^ a proved leader, ,,, . 
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Life 

Life is more than breathing, speaking, or moving. 
It goes beyond the limits of a pulse beat. Life also 
is spiritual. 

Physical life is made up of many activities, atti¬ 
tudes, and expressions, but it is temporal. It fades 
away. 

Life that is spiritual is eternal. It is not achieved 
—it is received. 

Christ Gives New Life 

Jesus Christ gives eternal life — life that never 
passes away. It is God’s free gift bestowed out of 
His overflowing love for you. It is the product of 
God’s grace apart from any merit you may have. 
There is no way to earn everlasting life, it can only 
be received as a gift. “ For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God. ” (Ephesians 2:8) 

This life can be received now. Simply close your 
eyes where you are. Confess all the guilt, shame, 
fear and failure in your life. In your own words ask 
God to forgive you. Now leave the past behind,turn 
your thoughts upon Jesus, ask Him to bring His 
life into you. You will feel the vibrant flow of life 
surging through you. You are now alive — a New 
You. 



Seaford 

Baptist 

Church 


253 Seaford Road 
Seaford, Virginia 23428 





A CHURCH FOR ALL THE FAMILY 
THE CHURCH YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR 
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Meet Our Pastor 

Rev. Jack L. Flowers, Jr. 


Office - 898-5348 Home - 898-6156 


YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT THESE 
SERVICES 

SUNDAY 

9:45 a.m.Sunday School 

11:00 p.m.Morning Worship 

6:00 p.m.Training Union 

7:00 p.m.Evening Worship 

WEDNESDAY 

>0 p.m.Covered Dish Supper 

(4th Wednesdays) 

7:00 p.m.Prayer Meeting 

8:00 p.m.Adult Choir Rehearsal 

ESPECIALLY FOR CHILDREN 
FOURTH SUNDAYS 

11:00 a.m.Mission Friends 

WEDNESDAYS 

7:00 p.m.G.A.s & R.A.s 

(6-11 years) 

7:00 p.m.Mission Friends 


(every 2nd Wednesday - 4 & 5 Yrs.) 


IT’S A FRIENDLY CHURCH 

You’ll enjoy the heartv welcome, the friendly 
atmosphere, and the sincere interest shown in you. 
By participation in some of the many enjoyable 
activities such as Sunday School, the Softball 
team, the choir, or whatever may interest you, you 
will make many valuable friendships. 

IT’S A SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH 

We proclaim the whole gospel of Christ based on 
the entire Bible which we believe is the only in¬ 
spired and authoritative guide and rule for our 
Church. We are affiliated with the Peninsula Bap¬ 
tist Association, the Baptist General Association of 
Virginia, the Southern Baptist Convention, and 
the Baptist World Alliance. 

IT’S A GROWING CHURCH 

Evangelistic in doctrine and practice, we are con¬ 
stantly seeking new ways to share our faith in order 
to bring New Life to York County. We are seeing 
results in many lives throughout our community. 


IT’S AN EDUCATIONAL CHURCH 

We maintain a competent staff of teachers and 
officers in all of our Church organizations and 
supply them with Southern Baptist materials for 
Bible study, church training and mission study. 

IT’S A MISSIONARY CHURCH 

We maintain a steadily expanding program of 
world missions, contributing consistently to home 
and foreign missions and ministering to the special 
needs in our community. We offer on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 one of the finest character building 
programs one could find for his child. 

ESPECIALLY FOR YOUTH 


1ST & 3RD SATURDAYS 

7:30 p.m.Youth Bible Study 

(12-14 years) 

2ND & 4TH SATURDAYS 

7:30 p.m.Youth Bible Study 

(15-17 years) 

WEDNESDAYS 

7:00 p.m.Acteens 

(Girls 12-17 years) 

7:00 p.m.Pioneers 

(Boys 12-17 years) 























YORKTOWN—In observance of 
the formation of the Seaford Bap¬ 
tist Mission, members of the or¬ 
ganization will hold “open house" 
from 3 to j:30 Sunday afte rnoon, 
according to the pastor, the Rev. 

L. L. Jessup j cj 4^3 

All churches from the Penin¬ 
sula Baptist Association and 
other neighboring churches have 
been invited. 

The arrangement committee 
for the event includes James 
Bowman, chairman; Mrs. Harris ^ 
Irby, Mrs. Ralph Thompson, I 
Mrs. Otis Bransfc^d and Mrs. 

Lewis Savedge. 

The mission, located at Horns- I 
byville, was organized June 24, 

1962, with 28 members. 

Since that time', membership 
has increased to 73 church mem- I 
bers and 98 Sunday school mem- 


the sanctuary has been doubled, the training Union. 

Seating capacity, once about The church has organized a 
100 including the choir, is now WMU and a brotherhood group, 
about 160, excluding the choirs 1" ' 

, * vnt V.IIU11 O. uvooup UOO UtVIl paotut ui 

mere are two choirs for the the Ivy Memorial Baptist Church, 
mission—adults and boys and Newport News, twice and has 

held pastorates at the First Bap- 
1—", V..2., Second 
Baptist Church, Shelby, N.C., and 
Central Baptist Church, Alta- 

, — .-—-- vista. 

building in Seaford on highway In 1961, he was recognized as 
622 with a 930-foot road frontage, the outstanding citizen of the 
consisting of 13 acres at a cost year by the Altavista Chamber 
of $13,3o0. The new Seaford of Commerce, 
church will be part of an expan- Mr. Jessup attended the South- 
smn program for Baptists in ern Baptist Seminary at Louis- 
^County. ville, Ky„ and the College of 

Church deacons are John S ykes. William and Mary. 


Mr. Jessup has been pastor of I 


•adults and boys and Newport News, twice 

Total cost of purchasing the tist Church, Lowe] if N.C 
building and propei' 
modeling was $5,500. 
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Seaford Baptist Church 

“LIFT UP THY VOICE LIKE A TRUMPET.” Isaiah 58:1 


Phone 898-5384 


Jack Flowers, Jr. 



ACTION I - VISIT: Our Sunday School growing 
through every teacher and active member call¬ 
ing and visiting absentees and prospects 
weekly, making witnessing the number one 
justness of our c hurch. 

(continued^on" page 5 ) 



As shown in this bulletton,Seaford Baptist Church still has plans 
to grow even further in the future. 




Seaford Group Conducts 
House-Burning To Clear 
Ground For New Church 



YORKTOWN — Usually „ 
church will burn the mortgage to 
signify a debt-free condition. 

But a pew wrinkle in York 
County is a house-burning. , 

The growing congregation of the 


Seaford Baptist Church presently 
without a permanent home, set 
fire Saturday to an old two-story 
frame house and watched it burn 
to the ground. 

The group stood by while the 
flames wore whipped high in the 
air by gusts of wind and the house 
slowly caved in upon itself, signal 
ling the first step in the establish 
ment of another Baptist church. 

Even with the housing shortage, 
[this structure had to go, according 
to the Rev. L. L. Jessup, supply 
pastor of the Seaford Baptist Mis¬ 
sion, where the congregation is 
[meeting temporarily. >A 
’The house is'so old, it is too 
dangerous to leave standing," he 
[said. 

Mr. Jesslip is a former pastor 
of Ivy Memorial Baptist Church 
'Newport News. 

The congregation will construct 
an initial church building on the 
15-acre tract at the entrance to 
Robanna Shores, Seaford, site of 
the house-burning. 

It is estimated that the first 
unit will cost from $75,000 
$80,000, he said. There are about 
50 members of the future Seaford 
Baptist Church, which is under the 
sponsorship of the Ivy Baptist 
Church. A membership of 300 
persons is planned for the first 
unit. 

Deacons are John Sykes, Louis 
Savedge, James Bowman, Dewey 
Ragans and Otis Bransford. Bow¬ 
man is the present superintendent 
of the Sunday School. 


The group is now meeting at 
the Old Grafton Church at Horns- 
byville, which was recently vkcated 
by that congregation when it| 
movdd to a new church on Route] 
17 at the Dare Road. 

The Grafton Church is the site- 
of the original Baptist Church in 
Virginia, hundreds of years ago. I 


Tb b T0 MAKE WAY F0R NEW CHURCH 

This housewarming in Seaford, the reduction of a two-slory frame house to a oile of 

, ma , r b S l he be 8 mnin 8 the proposed Seaford Baptist Church. The congregation 

set fire to the house to clear the way for an $80,000 initial building of the church 








Saint Joh 
Baptist 


hurch 


Williamsburg, Virginia 


Rev. Soloman M. Wesley — Pastor 

















Saint John Baptist Church, is located in York County. It 
was formed into two wings in 1879. The Black Swamp Wing was un¬ 
der the guidance of John Roberts, Sr. a deacon of First Baptist 
Church. The other wing was the Queens Creek Wing. It was under 
the guidance of a member of First Baptist, Jacob Holmes Sr. These 
wings consisted of fifty-three members who wanted to form a church. 

A committee of seven was appointed to suggest a name for the 
church. The spokesman for the committee Deacon John Roberts Sr. 
proposed consideration for the name "Saint John Baptist Church." 

The name was accepted and adopted. 

The body called a recognizing council composed of ministers 
from the following churches: Rev. John M. Dawson, First Baptist 
Church, Williamsburg; Rev. Edward Cheeseman, Shiloh Baptist Church 
Yorktown; Rev. L. W. Wales Sr., Mount Ararat Baptist Church, Wil¬ 
liamsburg; Rev. Charles H. Green, Grafton Baptist Church, Grafton; 
and Rev. Thomas Wright, Rising Sun Baptist Church, Lakey. 

In 1884 the council recognized the body as an independent 
church. The first pastor was John M. Dawson and deacons were 
John Roberts Sr., Andrew Randall, Jacob Holmes, John Banks, Tom 
Hardy, Issac Wayne, and Monroe Lee. 

The next minister was Rev. William Gre>en who served a short 
time before his death. Rev. Dawson served uintil another pastor 


could be elected. 




Rev. William Knight was the thrird pastor and the fourth was 
Rev. James Edwards. In 1922 the church was moved from the Naval 
Mine to Penniman Rd. under Rev. Edwards administration. He was 
pastor for twenty-six years and faithful when his health was fail¬ 
ing. After the passing of Rev. Edwards, Rev. Hall was elected. 
During Rev. Hall's pastorship the senior choir was organized. An 
Edwards Memorial Club was organized. 

Rev. E.L. Alexander succeded Rev. Hall and served for two 
years. The church worship services were changed from 12 noon to 
11 a.m. He instituted an Annual Fellowship Service with the Grater 
New Hope Baptist Church of Washington, D.C. 

Rev. Oscar Davis succeeded Rev. Alexander and served for four 
years. The church continued the Washington, D.C. services. In 
1955 the church saw a need to build a new foundation and raise 
the church. During the construction, services were held at Union 
Baptist Church in Williamsburg. 

Rev. Soloman M. Wesley the present minister succeeded Rev. 
Davis. He came first as a guest|ninister and was installed August 
1958. He insisted the church be open every Sunday for Worship 
Services. The membership doubled. Deacon Cornelius Roberts who 
served long and faithful was called to the ministry. He was 
licensed in 1968. 

For the growing membership it was felt that a larger structure 
was needed. In March 1967 the board of Trustees secured the 






services of an arch«$t<tcfto draw up plans for a new church. The 
plans were approved and adopted in June 1967. The new church was 
built on the same site, on Penniman Road next to the old church. 
The structure began in November 1967 and was completed in Decem¬ 


ber 1968 . 




The presently serving are Robert Lee; Chairman, James H. Payne 
James O'Farrow, William Daniel, Burrell, and Issac Payne. The 
present Trustees are Major Jordan, Wilfred Randall, Raymond Red- 
cross, George Washington, Alexander Lee, James Brown Sr., William 
Lee, Pete Colley, and John C. Randall, Chairman. 









Shiloh Baptist To Mark 
Its 100th Anniversary 

VnRTfTnwv _ Ckil„u D__JL!__ . . 


YORKTOWN - Shiloh Baptist 
Church will observe its 100th 
anniversary starting March 10, 
according to the pastor, the Rev. 
Joseph H. Williams. 

Mr. Williams pointed out that 


. 7” F -77, —• aiivi menus, uegtin uu 

the centennial year of the churchttask of building another church 


also coincides with the centen¬ 
nial of the issuance of the Eman 
cipation Proclamation. 

The Shiloh church was organ 
ized in 1863 and the first building 
was a log cabin covered on the 
outside with boards running 
straight up and down, , 

It was situated on a hill a little 
distance in back- of the York; 
town National Cemetery. 

The Rev. John Carey, a former 
slave, was the first pastor. 

When the log cabin was aband¬ 
oned, a church was built on the 
[present site facing the Yorktown 
Cemetery. The church, however, 
was destroyed by fire in 1897 and 


everything was lost except the 
Communion set. which was kept 
in the home of the church’s senior 
deacon. 

Pastor at that time was the 
Rev. P. J, Wallace, who, with 
members and friends, began the 


The present church was con¬ 
structed in 1898. 

In celebration of 100th anni¬ 
versary of the church, special fea¬ 
tures will be observed, including 
an educational program March 
10, a civic program April 14th, 
an inter-racial-interdenominatjon- 
al program May 12, a fraternal 
program June 9 and a home¬ 
coming program July 28 with all- 
day services and dinner served 
on the church lawn. 

The church has secured out¬ 
standing speakers for the pro- 
rrams and music will be furn¬ 
ished by. well-known musical 
groups. 
















services Mated 

i '*ark 102nd 
ir Of Church 

5TOWN - Services at 
Baptist churches -will be 
observance of the 102nd 
sary of Grafton Baptist 
, Harris Grove, being 
ted today and Monday, 
•vice will be held at Zion 
Church 3 p.m. today, 
• at 7 p.m. Monday at 
Baptist Church and a third 
m. Tuesday at Rising Sun 
Church. \ 

•r of Grafton Baptist 
is the Rev. B. W. Mor* 
r. 

first Grafton Baptist 
was erected in 1860 on 
two acres of land given by John 
Steadman for purposes of a joint 
worship of both races. 

The building was a slab board 


The present minister, Mr. Mor¬ 
rison, this year observed his 
ninth anniversary with the 
church. The completion of an 
annex to the church is now in 


| progress. 






1863 — Our Centennial Year — 1963 
Shiloh Baptist Church, Yorktown, Virginia 
Reverend Joseph H. Williams, Pastor 
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SATURDAY MORNING, JULY 22, 1972 


Rev. Richard Holmes in front of Shiloh Baptist 
Church. 


Homecoming May Be Last 
At Church’s Present Site 

YORKTOWN — Shiloh Bap- Services Sunday will be held 
tist Church of Yorktown will at 11 a.m. and again at 3 p.m, 
observe Sunday waht may be Dinner will be served follow- 
the church’s final annual ing the 11 a.m. service. A 
homecoming in its present lo- photographer will take pic- 
cation, a location which has tures to commemorate the ob¬ 
served the congregation for casion. 

109 years. Annual revival services will 

Construction of a new be held nightly at 7:30 begin- 
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Shiloh Church Dedicated 


SUM Photo b» Herb Bernes 
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' Dust and time lie heavily in a A 

church nobody needs anymore. 

The rhythm of gospel hymns and 
clapping of hands filled with fer- 
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vor are only a memory, a distant 
echo of times gone by. 

The stark simple lines of the 
old Beulah Baptist Church re¬ 
main at least for a time. The , 
church was acquired in 1970 by 
the Colonial National Historical 
Park along with Shiloh Baptist 
Church, both located near the 
Yorktown battlefield. 

Beulah Church on Surrender 
Road was discontinued around 
1953 and the acre of land and 
building cqnveyed to Shiloh, an 
older church founded by freed 
' . slaves. 

Beulah, built around 1914, 
probably will be razed as park 
restoration grows. Nobody 
needs the graceful old church 
anyway; it sings of a time gone 
by. 
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Wind and rain have removed paint from tide of building. 
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Contract Let 
For Grafton 
Church Unit 


additional classrooms wil ClM- 
^ fnd the sanctuary built 
. .P• Knox, chairmai a/ 

building committee, has & 
service to the church ii 
put the plans. The build 


GRAFTON. Oct. 9 - The con- , u “‘ “;LP'? ns - Jhe . build 
tract has been awarded for the con- lidded °hu C w° n f n sl n‘ aC! 
struction of the first unit of the ed- ^ted on b™ J f °« £ resl 
cuational building by the Yorkmins- suoori w l V <? n ‘ 
ter Presbyterian Church at Graf- LriMrfr?. 1 °l th r. Sut L 
ton. This church was organized in nresidln't ,$ tepf 

August, 1955 with 51 members and rWrh 1 the Worae 

the following officers were elected: • __ 

Elders — W. Cowles Hogge, W. P. f ~ — 

Knox, Vance Nunn, and the late ' 

Walter Wiley, Deacons elected 
were: Joe D. Snyder Jr., Robert 
Hansford, J. R. Leaman, Harry 
Hoover, and Thomas Athey. 

During the first year the church 
was supplied by students from Un¬ 
ion Theological Seminary, and Dr. 

Stuart Bergsma, an elder of the 
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church. 

About a year ago the Rev, Walter 
E. Harrop, D. D., executive secre-1 
tary of home missions for the Sy¬ 
nod of West Virginia with head- 
quarters in Charleston, was called i 
as the first pastor, and during the 
year the membership of the church 
has about doubled. i 

Dr. Harrop had formerly held 
pastorates in Chase City, Va. and 
Graham, N. C. Mrs. Harrop is the 
former Pauline McConnell of Ab- j 
inpdon, Va. and they have one 
daughter, Mrs. Robert Lancaster I 
Montgomery of the World Mission I 1 
Station in Formosa, and one grand¬ 
daughter, Rebecca Rose Mont¬ 
gomery. 

The approximate cost of the first 
unit of the educational building is 
$50,000. It will consist of a fellow¬ 
ship hall, a kitchen, study, and six 
Sunday school classrooms. Later 


REV,. WALTER E. HARROp 
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town in January, 1958. SI 
and retired ministers ser 


he pulpit until a mil 
railed. 

Old English W. 

The organizational '.e 


■ rtpre than two and a half years 
df Work on the part York Coun¬ 
ty Presbyterians who were re¬ 
sponsible, for the organization 

* and building of the new church.’ 

- < The groundwork was laid in 

\ September, 1955, when a group 
of local residents met at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Cowles 

■ Hogger to investigate the possi¬ 
bilities of forming a Presbyter- 

s 'isn 1 congregation in York County. 
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-re,responsible, fortheheat-’ 
Jog,-.-lighting, and air. condition¬ 
ing, Robert Hansford was chair¬ 
man of interior decoration and 
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The first service in the church 
will be a Sunday school program 
under the direction of Mrs. W. 
E Harrop at 9:30 a. m. Vance 
■ Nunn is Sunday school superin¬ 
tendent. 

1 “ «• m. worship service 

.will include a sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Harrop. Mrs. Robert 
Hansford, organist, and the choir 
under the direction of Miss Bet- 
:ty Romberg, will perform spec- 

, ial mus ic -. - ' . 
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In the summer of 1954 Mr. Richard S. Ruggles canvassed York County from Yorktown 
down to Tabb to determine if there were enough Presbyterians to support a church. The 

canvass was encouraging, and interested persons met at the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Cowles Hogge in September 1954 to undertake the formation of a church. The Old Court¬ 
house at Yorktown was obtained for use as a meeting place, and Or. J. L. MacMillan, pastor 

» emeritus of the Norfolk First Presbyterian Church, was secured to conduct services. 

The first worship service of what was to become Yorkminster Church was held on 
* Sunday morning, January 9, 1955. There were 56 persons present. Or. MacMillan’s sermon 

topic was "The Church." 

Or. MacMillan conducted worship services for six weeks. The pulpit was then sup¬ 
plied on alternate Sundays until the end of May by seminary student Carl K. Pollheim, al¬ 
ternating with other students and ministers. In the spring Presbytery purchased a six-acre 
church site. Mr. Pollhein continued as student minister on a full-time basis through the 
summer. Yorwminster was organized August 14, 1955 with fifty-one charter members. Mr. 
Polhein continued preaching alternating Sundays with seminary student Robert H. Crumby, 
until June 1956. In the summer of 1956 Dr. Stuart Bergsma former surgeon, led worship 
services. 

( Yorkminster's first regular pastor, Dr. Walter E. Harrop, began his ministry here on 

September 30, 1956. A manse in Grafton was purchased in August 1957. On September 1, 
1957 a contract for the first building unit was awarded. The first service in the new building 
was held on Mother’s Day 1958 and the building was dedicated on August 17, 1958, York- 
minister's third anniversary. On December 8. 1961 Dr. Harrop died after a short illness, two 
months before his seventieth birthday. In Dr. Harrop’s five year ministry Yorkminster grew 
from a little group of 57 communicants to a 298 member congregation ready to launch 
a second building program. 

The Rev. James Frazier Van Dyke of Orlando, Florida was elected pastor of Yorkminster 
and began his work here on September 1, 1962. After Mr. Van Dyke's arrival the parking 
area was increased, a part-time church secretary and a choir director were hired and the 

new seven thousand square foot addition was occupied. An increase from 298 to 338 com¬ 

municants was reported for the year 1962 and 366 at the end of 1963. 

In January 1964 a Building Planning Council was formed to plan the building of a 

sanctuary. Mr. Van Dyke resigned in July 1964 and the Reverend Z. N. Holler served as 
^ stated supply. 

The Rev. John Hervey Thompson of Mobile, Alabama was elected pastor of Yorkminster 
and began his work here March 1, 19fej. Under Mr. Thompson's leadership the sanctuary 

planning was completed, a $225,000 bond issue was sold to finance the building, the con¬ 
tract signed and the sanctuary built. The number of communicants has increased from 382 
to over 500. A program of Annual Holy Week Services with visiting speakers has been 
initiated, the Thanksgiving Day breakfast instituted, the midweek Newsletter issued, a 
weekday kindergarten started, and the regular continuing church programs strengthened 
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PRELUDE 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP - INVOCATION .LORD'S PRAYER 

-*HYMN . "0 Thou Whose Hand Hath Brought Us” 

(From Hymns of Dedication, Number 526) 

‘AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

‘GLORIA 


-MUSICAL INTERLUDE 

RESPONSVE READING.Selection No. 6, page 473, Psalm 24 

ANTHEM OR SOLO . Bless This House—Baahe 

INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
MEMORIALS 

-‘HYMN . “Come, 0 Thou God of Grace” 

(From Hymns of Dedication, Number 523) 

‘LITANY OF DEDICATION 

Minister: In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ we do this. To the glory of the Father, 

who has called us by His grace To the glory of the Son, who loves us and 

gave Himself for us: And to the glory of the Holy Spirit who illumines and 
sanctifies us: 

People: We dedicate this house. 

Minister: For the worship of God in praise and prayer: For the preaching of the Gos¬ 

pel of Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and exalted: And for the celebration 
of the Holy Sacraments of His grace: 

People: We dedicate this house. 

Minister: For the giving of comfort to all who mourn: Ot strength to all who are 
tempted: Of light to all who seek the way: 

People: We dedicate this house. 

Minister: For the hallowing of family life: For the teaching and guiding of youth: For 
the upbuilding of all who believe: 

People.- We dedicate this house. 
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Minister: For the increase of righteousness: For the spread of the spirit of love: And 
for the extension of the Kingdom of God: 

People: We dedicate this house. 

Minister: And now, as a people within the household of God: In the unity of the faith: 

In the communion of the Saints: In love and good will to all: In gratitude 
for the gift of this house to be a habitation of God through the Spirit we 
do dedicate this building. 

In Unison: God, make the door of this house we have raised to Thee wide enough to 
receive all who need human love, fellowship, and the Father’s care, yet 
narrow enough to shut out envy, pride, and hate. Make its threshold smooth 
that it may be no stumbling block to childhood, weakness or straying feet, 
but rugged and strong enough to turn back the tempter’s power. God, make 
the door of this house the gateway to Thy Eternal Kingdom. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER (Organ Interlude) 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

ANTHEM — Hold Lord God Hosts . .Young 

SCRIPTURE . Genesis 28:10-17; Matthew 21:12-13 

SERMON WHAT HAVE WE HERE? 

“How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven.” Genesis 28:17 

‘HYMN . “Christ is Made The Sure Foundation” 

(From The Hymnbook, Number 433) 

OFFERING 

‘DOXOLOGY 

‘BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 

POSTLUDE 


* The congregation will please stand. 
- Ushering points for late arrivals. 














1 ession 


/■rout row left to right: Pratt Harris, John Thompson, J. E. Warinner. 
O. I . Stephens, Jr. Hark row: Arthur Henderson, Robert Ingram, Jack 
I at her. Joseph Taylor and Albert Leslie. Absent from picture: Jack 
Adams, Cowles Hogge, Samuel C. Morgan and Joe D. Snyder, Jr. 


John H. Thompson 
J. Ernest Warinner 


Moderator 
Clerk . 


One of the many women 
of the church who 
attend nursery during 
services 
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Dr. Harrop was our first full-time Minister. 
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Thomas W. Athey 
Agnes Neilson Borchers 
Ruth Johnson Clements 
Alice M. Dickinson 
Richard B. Ferguson 
Valerie MacPherson Ferguson 
Minoru Fukuda 
Levenia Hansford Gage 
Ann Giles 
Harry Lee Hoover 
Ellen Foley Hoover 
Robert L. Hansford 
Thelma Ironmanger Hansford 
Ada Eller Hunter 
W. Cowles Hogge 
Margaret Sherif Hogge 
William C. Hogge, Jr. 

Mildred Mulkey Hogge 
Mary Sue Nunn Hall 
Ann Reece Johnson 
David R. Johnson 
E. William Johnson 
Lorraine Borchers Johnson 
Mary Elizabeth Johnson 
Betty Day Jennings 


26. William P. Knox, Jr. 

27. Agnes Ramsay Knox 

28. William P. Knox, III 

29. G. Ramsay Knox 

30. Eunice Kimball 

31. J. Randolph Leaman, Jr. 

32. Gladys Ellis Leaman 

33. Margaret Smith Menges 

34. Janet W. Neilson 

35. Vance W. Nunn 

36. Susan Hutton Nunn 

37. William V. Nunn, Jr. 

38. Hazel Cutler Nunn 

39. Hershel R. Matthews 

40. Ethel Smith Matthew 

41. Joyce Phillips 

42. James H. Parker 

43. Gay Parker 

44. Joe D. Snyder, Jr. 

45. Sarah Moorse Snyder 

46. Joel D. Snyder, III 

47. Anne Morse Snyder 

48. Otis V. Stephens, Jr. 

49. Amy Morrison Sheriff 

50. Walter T. Wiley 


51. Reba McMillan Wiley 




In the center of the window and the predominate symbol is the Celtic Cross. 
This particular form of the cross is sometimes called the Irish Cross, The Cross 
of Iona, or the Wheel Cross. From the little Island of Iona, just off the mainland 
of Scotland and Ireland, these two countries received Christianity. Among those 
who were converted to Christianity were the Celts of Scotland. This cross became 
the symbol of their faith. 


Around the center of the cross is the circle, signifying eternity. The cross 
stands out to remind us that because of the Cross of Christ and His works of 
righteousness we are forgiven and declared righteous. This cross reminds us 
that Christ arose on Easter Morning. He gives the victory over death to those 
who have faith in the living Christ. 


In the lower left quadrant of the Cross is a dove, the most used symbol of 
the Holy Spirit. Here the dove is decending as spoken of in the Bible with a three 
rayed nimbus around his head. In the account of the Baptism of Jesus we read that 
the Holy Spirit descended “like a dove” (Mark 1:10). This reminds us of the Holy 
Spirit, coming From the Father, to indwell believers. 


In the lower right quadrant of the Cross is the open Bible. This reminds us 
of the Word of God that has been written to reveal to us who God is and who 
we are. The book is opened indicating that This Word is available to all who seek 
its teaching It is open to all people alike. 


At the foot of the Cross is seen a Chalice and a Patten. These remind us 
of the Sacraments, though here is pictured only the vessels used in Holy Com¬ 
munion. We are reminded of the broken body and shed blood of Christ for us, 
and partaking of that Sacrament we profit from the Communion of the Saints 
all around the world. 


In the panel to the left of the center panel as one faces the window is 
seen the Greek Letter Alpha, and in the panel to the right is seen the Greek 
letter Omega. These are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, the 
Alpha and the Omega. These stand for Jesus Christ, "the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end" (Rev. 22:13). In between these two symbols are found 
the reminders of the works of righteousness of Jesus Christ for man's redemption. 
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Stained Glass Window 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Palmer 

Communion Table 

Mr. & Mrs. Jon W. Grimes 

Communion Plates 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Cowles Hogge 

Pulpit 

Women of The Church 

Lights, Outside 

Harrop’s Memorial 

Gifts & Memorials Book 

Mr. & Mrs. James L. Nelms 

HYMNALS 

Mrs. Helen Olstad 

Mrs. G. T. Hickman 

Mrs. Robert Brown 

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis C. Rilee, Sr. 

Mrs. George J. Heimerl 

Mr. Lewis C. Rilee, Jr. 

Major & Mrs. Ernest Leroy Stansell 

Miss Ronda Rilee 

& Family 

CHOIR ROBES 

^ Mrs. Joel D. Snyder, III 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jensen 

PEWS 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth W. Ackerly 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Pratt Harris 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack K. Adams 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Henderson, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry E. Atkinson 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward C. Hill 

Mrs. J. Robert Bailey 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Cowles Hogge 

Mr. & Mrs. Bobbie Lee Barnes 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry E. Johns 

Mr. & Mrs. Roland H. Brown 

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Jones 

Mrs. S. Minson Cooke 

Mrs. Ernest Johnson 

*Mrs. Theodore R. Creel, Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. E. William Johnson 

Curlee Memorial 

Mr. & Mrs. William P. Knox, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. F. Ambert Dail 

Dr. & Mrs. William P. Knox, III 

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne L. Darnell 

Mr. & Mrs. James T. Matthews 

Mrs. Herbert M. Dickinson 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey G. McComb, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. R. F. Dreier 

Mrs. Martin J. Menges 

*Mrs. Hamilton Cumming 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel C. Morgan 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry M. Edge 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin T. Moul 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Finch 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Lear Ponton 

Mr. & Mrs. Earl J. Gordon 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Ernest Warinner, III 

Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert G. Guillette 

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Yeates, Jr. 

Mr. Ernest T. Harris, Jr. 

ORGAN FUND 

ORGAN RECITAL FUND 


Mrs. Robert L. Hansford Mrs. Charlotte Henderson 
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YORKTOWN — Completion 
of the sanctuary of the Yark- 
ministor Pesbyterian Church 
marks the end of five years of 
effort in the church’s building 
program and the expenditure of 
approximately a quarter of a 
million dollars. 

The sanctuary, the newest ad¬ 
dition to die building, has been 
under construction since last 
summer. 

The building is to be dedicat¬ 
ed during (he church’s 10 a.m. 
worship services today and the 
cornerstone will be layed at 3 
p.m, 

J. E. Warinner, chairman of 
the finance committee, notes 
mat tne church location in Graf¬ 
ton was one of five possible sites 
listed for the establishment of 
* new Presbyterian Church 


congregation in a report made 
by Richard S. Ruggles of the 
| Union Theological Seminary in 
August of 1954. The report also 
listed 25 presbyterlans in the 
general area of York County. 

Warinner said the church was 
farmed by a group of local 
people who were invited to*a 
meeting by Mr. and Mrs. 
Cowles Hogge at tbelr home in 
Dare in 1955 to .investigate the 
practicability of'a Presbyterian 
Church in the area. \ 

The first service was held 
Jan. 19, 1955 af the Old York 
County Oourthouse, a wooden 
building located behind the site 
where the current courthouse 
stands. Students and part-time 
ministers filled the pulpit until 
a full-time minister was called 
Under the leadership of a 


Union Theological Seminary stu¬ 
dent, Carl Pollheim, ana his 
wife, Doris, the organization of 
the church was authorized by 
the Norfolk Presbytery in 
Afarch of that year, and by Aug¬ 
ust the church was officially or¬ 
ganized by a Presbytery com¬ 
mission. 

A building fund was establish¬ 
ed immediately and the Pres¬ 
bytery purchased six acres of 
land in Grafton at the present 
church site. 

The congregation elected six 
| members to serve as a building 
planning committee and subse¬ 
quently building and finance 
committees were elected, with 
ground broken for the first unit 


of the church’s physical plant, 
which was completed in April 
1958. * 

The auditorium, six class¬ 
rooms, study, kitchen, furnace 
room, rest rooms and closets 
were the design of a Philadel¬ 
phia architect. The plans were 
drawn by W. P. Knox, chan- 
man of the building committee 
The Norfolk Presbytery pur¬ 
chased the land and gave $s,- 
000 toward the building and a 
sum of $4,000 was made avail¬ 
able by the Genreal Asembly. 
The $9,000 was added to the 
building fund for a total of $25,- 
000 and the finance committee 
negotiated^ a lqan_for_an ad¬ 


ditional $30,000. 

Plans for a $65,000 addition 
to the building were underway 

in 1959 and the new structure 
was dedicated on the first Sun¬ 
day of 1963. 
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Mrs. Weston, left, and Mrs. McCartney compare map location? 
-descnption m their research on Quakers ot Skimino Meeti 
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dipfeffMhejfodded, “It’s fun to speculate 


about what the Quakers may have been 
Uke, to m;:ie some educated guesses. But 
when you’re preparing a. paper on 
historical research, we believe you must 
be able to document every/statement you 
put in paper"' / 

When they launched their project, 
however, "We didn’t realize what limits 
we might have to go to before we found 
out what we wanted to know,” commen¬ 
ted Mrs. Weston. "And there’s still more 
to learn; I think we’ve only scratched the 
surface." . , I 

Their research, however, has revealed 


[innings 


mino 


mat Bates and his wife and several 
other family members were converted. 
And from that first small gathering 
sprang the Skimino Meeting of the 
Society of Friends." • ' 

flohn Bates, the two researchers pointed 
out, was a prosperous merchant and plan¬ 
ter of the area and his brother, James 
became a well known Quaker minister in' 
the colonies and abroad. 

As a metter of fact, the Quakers could 
count quite a number of prominent and 
rather well-to-do families among their 
members, ssid Mrs, McCflrtney, 

In addition to the Bates family, other 
names which appear in references fo the 
Quakers include William Ratclif- 
te, William Harrison and his wife, the for¬ 
mer Margaret Jordan, and other families 
such as the Crewes and the Drivers plus 
additional ones listed as transfer mem¬ 
bers to Skimino Meeting: the families 
Hockaday, Doneufuelle, Robinson, Win¬ 
ston and Wright. 

When you get involved in research 
such as this, you can’t help wondering 
what type of people those Quakers were " 
Mrs. Weston noted, "and you look for lit¬ 
tle hints and clues in the books and 
documents that might tell you something 
of men and women themselves 11 


jWe don’t believe there 


the Church 


It.would have t 


Quakers of Skimino found the 
courage they needed. .For the fi rst f ew 

Z£ ar s -a Ugf . the meftint- was estahi^heT 
said the__rese» re here -- ’ 



But membership continued to increase 
over the years and early in 1767 the group 
was given property for a meetinghouse. 

A half-acre lot was deerieri tn 


jiffe Heathan 


The meetinghouse 


meetinghousi 


ror the meetinghouse, however 
records show it was “the site of man' 
and marriages until toward thl 

m d ?i th u e 18th centure when Skimino’; 
members^p began to decline,” they said. 

Mrs. McCartney explained, “Severa 
prominent members died: others mar-io.i 




out of the faith or violated other Quaker 
laws and were dismissed.’’ 



almosi 


mere may nave been many reasons 
for the migration," she noted, reasons 
such as economic necessity, hardships of 
farming agriculturally depleted soil in 
competition with slaveholders. The 
Quakers had banned ownership of slaves 
in 1780. In addition, the Quakers still were 
fined for refusing to bear arms. 


holdings and moved to. 
were joined by other 


About 


[isappears from Quaker records." said 


several 


found in the Society of Friends' pa rly 
Ohio recor3s7 ' --. 

Mrg. McCartney added, "We know the 
meetinghouse was still standing in 1808, 
but we haven’t yet found out how much 
longer than that it lasted.” 


When the Quakers moved to Ohio, the 
meetingho u se pr operty was unsold, and 

records the -*•—hirr 'fftilihiiflni . 

a gap in how the property was tran¬ 
sferred to private ownership* 

Eventually, however, the tiny lot was 
absorbed back into the ^surrounding far¬ 
mland. 1 v r /V y. ' 

And just as the ipeetinghouse has 
almost faded from the pages 
the people who used it j(s the 
whoship almost became vagu 
horizons of the past. 












“But we know tney are courageous-, ■ - 
dedicated people who lived and worked 
right here,” said Mrs. Weston. “And 
there are enough references and written 
comments to give us some insight Into 

their character.” - 

When that first English missionary, 
Thomas Story, came here and asked'for 
the meeting in John Bates’ home, .she 
said, Bates was not a Quaker. However, 
‘‘he granted the request saying that lie 
was afraid his home might not have roopi 
enough, but certainly there was room*in 
his heart,” 

She added, ‘‘Something like that gives 
you a little better understanding of the 
man himself.” . 

In another case, she continued, ‘‘We 
know that Margaret Jordan, the daughter 

of one of Virginia’s' oldest and strongest 
Quaker families, married out of her faith 
when she married William Harrison of 
Queens Creek Plantation. 

» • ) I 

She became an Episcopalian and, of 
course, was dismissed from the Society of 
Friends,” she said. The dismissal came 


Mrs. McCartney pointed out copies of 
the paper will go to a number of libraries 
and other groups interested in the 
historical research “becaiise -we think 
what we’ve found should be shared.” 

Mrs. Weston added, “I nevdr thought 
wed get so involved when I asked that 
first question about how the road I live on 

Road 1 ’^ Dame ' QUakCr Meet * n Shouse 
The road once led to the meetinehou.se 


even 


v: - C 


She added, the colonial Quakers “must 
have been remarkable people. The 
history of the Society of Friends in the - 
colonies attests to that. But knowing that 
we had some of these people right in our 
own area — a history-conscious area — 
it’s somewhat disheartening to realize 
hpw little has been done to add to our 
knowledge and preserve what has been 
found." 

" Tbera’f-concern now that proposed road 
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I will be-in b,- telling a little about the area hunkers 

*" pe ° Ple * ,J?he Skin,ino ^n-reration (located in the uoner “ * 
Bruton District of York County) began by converting each 

°' lr '’ thUfl they were People of strong convic+^oH^nc. 
Anyone who snoke with real faith and conviction could be a . • ’ 

'°" e tne cnu rch's ministers were unordained, 
also unpaid. The Quakers worshipped at services called meetings, 
con-egation was called a meetinghouse. * Weekly meetings 
po! 1 "■c.ally. Several areas got together for monthly 
meetings. Stat meetings were held yearly. I’hey did not use 
communion or baptism, since they believed these rites took 
place when one was converted to the Quaker faith. *heir churches 
had n ° Cl ;ars * Kach congregation had an elder-who was their • 
spin le-'oer, and an overseer-who acted as a business manager 
for the church. Quakers were known for their drab dress and 
j Also for oheir refusal to remove hats as a 
in chlir ch (even at public meetings outside 
’ ^ ,r °^ r refusal to use the common names for the 
Bays o ".he week and month* because of the pagan origins of 

3. The B'himino Meetinghouse had many visits Prom 
foreign missionaries, who were welcomed to speak at their meetings, 
uniive the Silent Quakers in Pennsylvania at the time. 

1 ■ Q of 'Quakers in ^kimino began on December ?l t 
bomas •■'■ ov Yt on Knglish missionary, held 
° m ° eWn - : ' be boine ° r merchant and planter John Bates and 
MC : ' nfe 51izabetb ‘ They lived in the area where Camn Pearv 
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"atos was expecting a baby. ’’either detnred them as they 
traveled around the *ea converting ot' ers to their nov; f ith. 

1’he congregation remained small .for a long time, and 
hold its weekly meetings in the homes of members. James Bates 
an." his brother John were big in tre Quaker organization, 
x'hey attended the first Quaker Virginia Yearly Meeting in 
July of 1702, a quiteVimnortant thing, ‘Throughout five 
generations o' -e Bates family, its members held prominant 
positions in Skimino congregation, ail were well educated 
and wealthy. u-.as became the meeting's first minister. His 
on, James la Jr. , followed in his father's footsteps. 

James' bro -»« ~r we, t on to become an internationally known 


:u nicer nr 


’ hater, founded u school for Quaker 


children 1 t ©a. Other family members served the c urew • 

as elde o • vox-seer n. 

Anot nr -portmt m.mber was William Harrison, formally 

a member < Er Parish Church, T 'e married Margaret Jordan, 

\ 

a -uaker. ence she kicked out of the congregation. 

Harrison o'. vrr.z himself and his wife tc be separated 

religion, a was c - verted. He could have been a v ry 

prominent i.g this area's history, but he gave all of this 

up when he was conv< rted, since Quakers 'were not allowed to 
hold any 1 lice or play an important part in community 
affairs. 

In time many people had been converted and attended 
Skimino Me', tir ■ r se. Members came from York bounty as well 
as su • o n in - areas, since this was the closest congregation. 








Bailed 
Harri son 
Driver* 
Croix gh 
RatclifTe 


Donuefuelle 
ITockaday 
Robinson 
'//ins ton 
/ri hit 


By 1767 Ski mi no .felt the need for a meetingnouse. The lot* . 

was donated by William Ratcliffe Heathen of James City bounty, 

son of Willi a Ratcliffe Jr. - the congregation's tnird minister. 

’be iuske • 3 ‘ ni no Meetinghouse stood on a one-half aero lot 

at Bu *i;os do * or in the upper Bruton District of York County, 

where Hi ft ay 3 08 meets Route In archealogical testings 

mo.de in July of 197^:-> no evidence of the actual building was 

found -;cept for a small glazed brier fragment.- maybe part 

of a r so ry foundation pier. This indicates that the original 

buildi ; s frame of light construction, a 5 these were not 

unusxi fo • the early eighteenth century. The Skimino congregation 

had relatively few members .and was isolated from other Quaker 

meeti' ;s ir Virginia who would have helped finance the consruction 

of a b - ‘c me iinghoxise. An inexpensive frame building would 

y i~' r *■ 

leave 'it tie or no trace below ground after destruction, ''fhe 

iua ■ r - do mt have an altar or the eqxxipment for commxxnion 

and br* in fneir churches, this could exp3.ain wny no artifacts 

were f un. on the site - the bare church contained nothing 

which ;-oul':' survive the years. 

“he •H'inino Meetinghouse building was refered to in a 

/\ 

177h 1::u* of the Virginia lazette. Other proof shows that the 

buildi: g survived at least until. l 80 o. 

Hie tkim'ino Meetinghouse v;as at first under the jurisdiction 

of the .h rwick-York Monthly Meeting. 'Then in 1939 it v;as changd 

so as ,0 come under the Henrico Monthly Meeting. Skimino 
'yyvu&r^'tu*Vt Z4.UA & yKU+s tux jL^Uvi^ry? 

'o'ur-a r»!- fVia^ yi rlol orraT/aa 4" r\ f.noqp mAAH H * J 


ihDi-.'in 0 











fUSuX- _ 





‘V 

Their plain dres3 in a time whfic it was fashionable to be vef y 
r ai:cy, along with their unusual speech , was thought ir— though t 
odd, Their beliefs about communion and baptism, and the absence 
of an altar .in their church were thought strange. In 1775 
the Quakers gave up drinking, and they released their slaves 
as early as it was legally possible - both actions were 
peculiar to the non-Quakers in the area. Before tho Revolutionary 
/ar the Quakers were fined for not attending the state's church, 
and not tithing according to the lax^rs. To remedy this, the 
county sheriff would got tq the Quaker's home and help himself 
to anything % e wanted. Sometimes other non-Quaker citizens 
helped the sheriff. During the Revolution the Quakers were 
fined or not attending militia musters becouse they were against 
their b liefs and concern for fellow men. 

Gradually the once strong Skimino Mettinghouse grew 
smalle • and smaller. Instead of entering the church by conversion 
only, later on one could be a member by virtue of being borne 
into a unkor family, thus these juakers were not as strong 
in tie' ■ beliefs as theiu forebearers. After the Revolutionary 
far, w' on there was no lon ger an established church, other 

religions got their start in the county. People who had joined 

\ 

the hr kers only as a rebellion against the established church 
beg i' drifting towards other religions whose rules were 
es 5 or do keep; In 1817, William Ratcliffe , Skimino's 
minister, died. Six months later the overseer, Fleming Bates, 
died. The leadership was gone and the congregation grew weaker. 

The uf suffered the economic hardships of; forming 

without slaves. They were still being persecuted, Skimino 
hoetinghouse families began moving to Ohio. By 1827 all of 
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remainr. today. The Slcimino Meetinghouse of Quakers had 
existed for 129 years in York County, 



o 

-he minutes of Skimino Meetinghouse were lost. \The historical 
resea.rclr\ of Skiraino Meetinghouse was done by Mary McCartney 

and Margaret /eston, local historians. ■ L hey / ’records of the 

\ M I 

'•iUakeri* Monthly Meeting, genealogy records, and the deed to 
the dkimino Meetinghouse property(found after three years of 

searching.) 
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Nelson Chapel ^ \ ] C <S) 

Nelson Chapel on the Naval Weapon Station in Yorktown was 
named for Lt. Victor B. Nelson, its founder and organizer. The 
congregation met first on September 23, 1943, in the old movie 
house on the Base. It was built in the 1930s. The movie house 
was too small for the movie-going sailors of the Navy by the 
1940s, so Chaplain Nelson asked the Navy to make it into the 
home of worship on the base. Later the Chapel was named for Lt. 
Nelson, who died during World War II. 

Nelson Chapel now has two different chaplains: a Lutheran 
chaplain, LCDR A.L. Smeland, U.S.N., who gives a sermon at 11 A.M. 
on Sunday, and a Roman Catholic priest, who gives a Mass at 9:45 A.M. 
The Catholic chaplain is stationed at the Yorktown Coast Guard 
Reserve Training Center. 

Nelson Chapel has not changed much in the last 29 years. The 
only changes were remodeling and air-conditioning. It is a white 
frame building. 

The chaplains of the Naval Mine Depot and Naval Weapon Station 
for the last 31 years are the following: 

Lt. Victor B. Nelson, USNR 23 Sept., 1943 - 29 Dan. 1945 
Lt. Dames G. Franz, USNR 20 Dan. , 1945 - 11 Nov. 1945 

LCDR Robert W. Coe, Dr., USN 1 Nov., 1945 - 25 Sept. 1946 

LCDR Charles D. Beatty, USN 16 Sept. 1946 - 16 Oct., 1948 

LCDR Clovis A, Frame, USN 8 Oct., 1948 - 21 Aug., 1950 

LCDR Herbert Buckingham, USN 22 Aug. 1950 - 30 Dan., 1951 

Lt. Richard G. Hutcheson, USN 22 Feb. 1951 - 22 Aug., 1952 
Lt. Eugene G. Swanson, USN 13 Aug, 1952 - 22 Duly, 1954 

Lt. Ross H. Trouer, USN 22 Duly, 1954 - 24 Dan. 1956 

Lt. Harold D. Bodle, USN 25 Dan., 1956 - 17 Feb, 1958 

CDR. Benson C. Barrett, USNR 17 Feb., 1958 - 22 Dec., 1960 

CDR. Doseph T. Parker, USN 23 Nov., 1960 - 30 Dune, 1962 

LCDR Basil H. Struthers, USN 30 Dune, 1962 - 3 Dune, 1964 
CDR. Robert C. McMillan, USN 3 Dune, 1964 - 13 Dune, 1967 
CDR A. D. PRickett, USN 5 Dune, 1967 - 12 May, 1970 

LCDR Philip E. Denkins, USNR 12 May, 1970 - 25 Sept. 1972 
LCDR A. L. Smeland, USN 25 Sept., 1972 - 




CAPT RANDALL W. YOUNG, USN 
CDR G. E. NELSON, JR., USN 
LCDR A. L. SMELAND, USN 
MRS. GEORGE OEHRLEIN 
MRS. GORDON SMITH 

MRS. JANICE WRIGHT 
DAVID WILLIAMS 

--oOa-- 

t 

We sincerely welcome you to over Chapel this 
morning and trust that you will be blessed as you 
worship with us. If you have no church home in 
this area, we invite you to make Nelson Chapel 
that church home. 

Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday. You 
are invited to commune with us if you are baptized, 
have a sincere faith in Jesus Christ as divine Lord 
and Saviour, and are earnestly penitent for your sins. 

-- 0 O 0 -- 


Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
Chaplain 

Sunday School Supt. 
Organist and 
Choir Director 
Nursery Attendant 
Acolyte 


CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK : 

TODAY Youth Group meets in the Chapel Annex 1900 

( 

WED The Women of the Chapel will meet in 0930 

the Chapel Annex. All women of the 
Chapel are invited to attend. 

Adult Choir Rehearsal, Nelson Chapel 1930 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets in the 2030 

Rochambeau Village Community Center 

SUN *Sunday School 0950 

*Divine Worship Service 1100 
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NELSON CHAPEL 
NAVAL 

WEAPONS STATION 


Yorktown, Virginia 



*Nursery available, without fee, on 
second floor of Chapel 









NELSON CHAPEL 

NAVAL WEAPONS STATION YORKTOWN, VIRGINIA 

13 OCTOBER 1974 THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
THE ORGAN PRELUDE 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 147 

THE INVOCATION 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 

0 God, our heavenly Father, I confess unto thee that I 
have grievously sinned against thee in many ways; not 
only by outward transgressions, but also by secret 
thoughts and desires, which I cannot fully understand 
but which are all known unto thee. I earnestly re¬ 
pent, and am heartily sorry for these my offences, and 
I beseech thee of thy great goodness to have mercy 
upon me, and, for the sake of thy dear Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to forgive my sins and graciously to 
help my infirmities. Amen 
THE ABSOLUTION 
THE RESPONSIVE READING 
THE GLORIA PATRI 
THE LESSONS: Amos 6:1-7 

1 Timothy 6:11-16 
Luke 16:19-31 

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH (The Nicene Creed) No. 76( 
THE ANTHEM 
THE OFFERING 

THE PULPIT HYMN No. 267 

THE SERMON 
THE PRAYERS 

THE HYMN No. 227 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE PREFACE 

Chaplain - The Lord be with you. 

People - And with thy spirit. 

Chaplain - Lift up your hearts. 

People - We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Chaplain - Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
People - It is meet and right so to do. 
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Thus says the Lord: 

“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, 
and to those who feel secure on the 
mountain of Samaria, 
the notable men of the first of the 
nations, 

to whom the house of Israel come! 
Pass over to Calneh, and see; 

and thence go to Hamath the great; 
then go down to Gath of the Philis¬ 
tines. 

Are they better than these kingdoms? 

Or is their territory greater than your 
territory, 

O you who put far away the evil day, 
and bring near the seat of violence? 
“Woe to those who lie upon beds of 
ivory, 

and stretch themselves upon their 
couches, 

and eat lambs from the flock, 

and calves from the midst of the 
stall; 

who sing idle songs to the sound of the 
harp, 

and like David invent for themselves 
instruments of music; 
who drink wine in bowls, 

and anoint themselves with the finest 
oils, 

but are not grieved over the ruin of 
Joseph! 

Therefore they shall now be the first of 
those to go into exile, 
and the revelry of those who stretch 
themselves shall pass away.” 

SECOND LESSON 
1 Timothy 6:11-16 
St. Paul writes: 

But as for you, man of God, shun all 
this evil\ aim at righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 
Fight the good fight of the faith; take 
hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called when you made the good 
confession in the presence of many 
witnesses. In the presence of God who 
gives life to all things, and of Christ 
Jesus who in his testimony before 
Pontius Pilate made the good confes¬ 
sion, 1 charge you to keep the com¬ 


mandment unstained and free from 
reproach until the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and this will be made 
manifest at the proper time by the 
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, who alone has 
immortality and dwells in unapproach¬ 
able light, whom no man has ever seen 
or can see. To him be honor and eternal 
dominion. Amen. 

GOSPEL 
Luke 16:19-31 
Jesus told this parable: 

“There was a rich man, who was 
clothed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day. 
And at his gate lay a poor man named 
Lazarus, full of sores, who desired to be 
fed with what fell from the rich man’s 
table; moreover the dogs came and 
licked his sores. The poor man died and 
was carried by the angels to Abraham’s 
bosom. The rich man also died and was 
buried; and in Hades, being in torment, 
he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham 
far off and Lazarus in his bosom. And 
he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have 
mercy upon me, and send Lazarus to 
dip the end of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in 
this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, 
remember that you in your lifetime 
received your good things, and Lazarus 
in like manner evil things; but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in anguish. 
And besides all this, between us and you 
a great chasm has been fixed, in order 
that those who would pass from here to 
you may not be able, and none may 
cross from there to us.’ And he said, 
‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to 
my father’s house, for I have five 
brothers, so that he may warn them, lest 
they also come into this place of tor¬ 
ment.’ But Abraham said, ‘They have 
Moses and the prophets; let them hear 
them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abra¬ 
ham; but if some one goes to them from 
the dead, they will repent.’ He said to 
him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be convinced 
if some one should rise from the dead.’ ” 


THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


FIRST LESSON 
Amos 6:1-7 



THE PSALMODY 
Psalm 146; Antiphon, verse 1b 
May be used responsively or antiphonally 

Antiphon (leader): Praise the Lord, O my soul! j 

Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord, 0 my soul! 

I will praise the Lord as long as 1 live; 

1 will sing praises to my God while I have being. 

Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no help. 

When his breath departs, he returns to his earth; on that very day his plans 
perish. 

Happy is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God, 

who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith 
for ever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the 
hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; 

the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the Lord loves the righteous. 

The Lord watches over the sojourners, he upholds the widow and the fatherless; 

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

The Lord will reign for ever, thy God, O Zion, to all generations. 

Praise the Lord! 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

Antiphon (unison): Praise the Lord, 0 my soul! 


THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Our loving God, you know our frailties and failings. 
Give us your grace to overcome them. Keep us trom those 
things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation 
and service; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



The New Lectionary Series—Fortress Press, Philadelphia, Pa.—Printed in U.S.A. 

AU Scripture texts are from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1946, 1952 
1971, as selected by the Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship. do-dUbU 
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Chaplain - It is truly meet, right, and salutary that 
we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
unto thee oh Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting 
God. Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify, thy 
glorious Name; evermore praising thee and saying: 

THE SANCTUS 

ALL - Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth, Heaven 
and earth are full of thy glory, hosanna in the high¬ 
est. Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the 
Lord; hosanna in the highest. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

ALL - Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
THE PAX 

Chaplain - The peace of the Lord be with you alway. 

( eople - And with thy spirit. 

I'HtAGNUS DEI (Sung by congregation) No. 457 

THE COMMUNION 
THE POST COMMUNION 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, ac¬ 
cording to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy sal¬ 
vation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people. A light to lighten the gentiles and the glory 
of thy people, Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the be¬ 
ginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

THE CLOSING PRAYER 

THE BENEDICTION . , , 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN (verses 1 and 3) No. 399 
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Your Chaplains 


Langley AF Base, Va. 


Colonel Robert H. Beckley 
United Methodist 
Major James D. Record 
Church of Christ 
Captain Robert B. Burnette 
Southern Baptist 
Captain Daniel E. Saarinen 

Lutheran Church of America 
Captain Leslie H. Mosier 
Church of God 
Captain Harry S. Tipton 

Protestant Episcopal 

********* 


Telephones 


Chapel No. 1 
Chapel No. 2 
Chapel No. 3 
Chapel No. 4 


764-7847 

764-2949 

764-2595 

826-5967 (Capehart) 


CREDITS : 

Cartoons by Sgt. Larry Foss 
Matthew 25:31-46 - The Wittenburg Door - was 
contributed by Mrs. Bruce Duncan 


DEADLINE for the July issue of Chapel Chatter will 
be June 15. For news call the Editor, 
Pearl Redding, 851-5080. 
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on getting the most out of your 
religion try this formula 

• believe it 

• practice it 

• share it 

now put your whole heart and mind into making it 
work! 

robert h. beckley 
base chaplain 
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NOTES 


FROM 

THE 

BASE CHAPLAIN 

AILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - We are planning a 
Daily Vacation Bible School in July this year. 
This is a departure from the usual June school 
but it was felt that since so many folks go on 
leave in June that a more successful Daily Va¬ 
cation Bible School could be held later and so 
the school will begin on Monday, 10 July and 
close on Friday, 21 July. Furthermore, the 
teachers will get a "break" on the two Wednes¬ 
days of the school in that a morning "retreat 
for teachers and helpers" will be sponsored on 
12 and 19 July. The classes will not meet on 
those two days. The literature for this year 
will be purchased from the Concordia Publish¬ 
ing Company and will be Bible oriented. Classes 
will be held both at Chapel 1 and Chapel 4. 
Children from the LTA area are encouraged to 
attend the school at Chapel 1. Classes will be¬ 
gin at 0900 and close at 1100 each day. There 
are still openings for teachers and helpers at 
each chapel. We need volunteers if the program 
is to be effective and successful. You may vol¬ 
unteer your services by calling either Chapel 4 
(826-5967) or Chapel 1 (764-7847). 

YOC TO HAVE SERVICE IN JUNE - The fourth in the 

series, LAYMEN OF THE 70's, will be a corporate 
effort in that instead of a single layman, the 
members of the Chapel 1 PYOC and the New Christ¬ 
ian Minstrels will participate in both the 0900 
and 1100 General Protestant services on 11 June. 
These fine young people will present a sermon in 
song and skit. The program has been presented 
at Chapel 2 and in several civilian churches in 
the area plus The Chapel of the Centurion at 
Fort Monroe. It is a unique effort and again 
demonstrates the versatility and Christian wit¬ 
ness of the series involving lay folks in our 
chapel community. Chaplain Saarinen will con¬ 
duct the service. R.H.B. 



3 


Our Chapel Chatter 
cover artist of the month 
is Elizabeth Jean Collins, 
daughter of Lt. Col. and 
Mrs. Calvin J. Collins. ■ 

Jean was born in Bost> , 
Mass., January 9, 1955, where 
her dad was a student at Har¬ 
vard Medical School. When 
she was three years old her 
dad entered the Air Force 
and the family moved to Ro¬ 
chester, N. Y., and later to 
to Griffith AFB, Rome, N. Y. 

A two and a half year tour to: 
Ankara, Turkey followed and then Lackland AFB, Texas, 
for three years. The Collins family arrived at Langley | 
last August but will be leaving this August for Salem, 
Oregon where Dr. Collins who is presently Assistant Hos¬ 
pital Commander at LAFB, will enter civilian life and 
private practice. 

A senior at Pembroke High School, Jean is in the 
National Honor Society and a representative of the Stu¬ 
dent Cooperative Association. She has been accepted at 
Oregon State University and plans to be a veterinarian, 
specializing in large animals. 

Jean's hobbies include art and all kinds of sports. 
She likes living close to the water and has enjoyed 
sailing in her family's sail boat at Langley. Sf>e loves 
horses and had an Arabian Stallion while in Turkey and 
an Appaloosa Mare in Texas. She's ridden in rodeos ^ 

4H Horse Shows and has won ribbons in both English and 
Western competitions. 

In the interim between graduation and moving to 
Oregon Jean will be working at McDonald's on Mercury 
Blvd. She says she will miss her boyfriend, Chip 
Carmines of Hampton, when she leaves Langley but the 
two plan to get together in Oregon for the -istmas 
vacation and do lots of skiing. 

Jean lives with her parents and brothers Rick, 

12 years old, and Bill, 10, at 15A Eagan Ave. We wish 
Jean and her family much happiness in their new venture. 
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Dear Carissime, 

Hi! Y'all (my pappy was wormed below the Mason- 
Dixon Line)! This month I want to share with you my 
discovery of THE LIVING BIBLE PARAPHRASED (Doubleday 
and Company 1971, $9.75). So here goes...sort of a 
worm's view of the Living Bible Paraphrased. 

What is a paraphrase? To paraphrase is to say 
something in different words than the author used. 

It's a restatement of an author's thoughts, using 
different words than he did. This book is a para¬ 
phrase of the Old and New Testaments. Its purpose 
is to say as exactly as possible what the writers of 
the Scriptures meant, and to say it simply, expanding 
where necessary for a clear understanding by the mo¬ 
dern reader ... that's you and me. 

Incidentally, I got so interested in reading this 
book, that I decided to check out what the Holy Writ 
has concerning worms. Guess what I discovered? For 
one thing, we are sometimes called maggots (not too 
sophisticated). Also, there were approximately 15 
references to worms and 14 of them were not very com¬ 
plimentary. However, I did discover that God is con¬ 
cerned about worms...in Job 4:7 I read, "God..pre¬ 
pared a worm! The next morning the worm ate through 
the stem of the plant, so that it withered away." 
Aren't we the little trouble-makers? 

I hope I have provoked you to get a copy of THE 
LIVING BIBLE PARAPHRASED and read it. I am quite 
certain that once you begin reading it, you will not 
put it down very quickly. 

Golly, here comes a bird, I'd better wiggle on 
back to my books. 

Wormily yours, 

Bookie, the Bookworm 


Getting old is a most unpleasant phenomenon, 
but the alternative is much worse. 

(Farmer's Almanac) 
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IDS CHAPLAIN COMING 
TO LANGLEY 


Another first for Langley...Chaplain, 
Captain, John K. Millington will join 
the chaplain staff in August. This is 
the first time, to our knowledge, that 
a chaplain of the Latter Day Saints 
Church has been assigned to Langley. 
Chaplain Millington and his family will 
be coming from Clark Air Force Base in 
the Philippines. The information we 
have on this fine young chaplain is in¬ 
complete at this time and so we will 
defer until a later date more data on 
him and his family. However, we are 
eagerly awaiting their arrival. 

R.H.B. 


GOD AND COUNTRY AWARD 

Boy Scouts who are interested in working toward 
receiving the God and Country Award are urged 
to contact either Chaplain Tipton at Chape14 
(826-5967) or Chaplain Beckley at Chapel 1 
7847). The class at Chapel 1 will begin on Tues¬ 
day 27 June, and will continue throughout the { 
summer and fall. A class has already begun at 
Chapel 4 but service projects will be assigne 
and the formal instruction continued contingen 
upon the return of Chaplain Burnette from the 
Squadron Officer School at Maxwell in August. 


When a man is wrapped up in himself, he 
makes a pretty small package. (John Ruskin) 
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GRADUATION TIME 


^ Congratulations to all out graduating students! 
Following is a list of known seniors and the schools 
from which they have graduated: 


Susan Beckley - University of Alabama 

Mary Marguerite Slonina - William and Mary 

Linda Dobbins - Hampton High School 

Jeanne Oesterle - York High School 

From Kecoughtan High School: 


Doug Beason 
Patricia Burnette 
Mike Johnston 
Susan Myller 
Dave Payne 
Steve Robinson 


From Pembroke High School: 


Dean Beckley 

Mary Beisner 

Mary Ellen Boswehter 

Elizabeth Jean Collins 

Linda Fender 

Charlotte Finke 

Ann Gavin 

Janie Holton 

Janet Robb 

Ken Young 


Blessed is he who Has learned to admire but 
not envy, to follow but not imitate, to praise 
but not flatter, and to lead but not manipulate. 
William Arthur Ward 
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11 Jun Potluck 
Dinner at Chapel 
Center 3 at 1800 
11 Jun - Christian 
Minstrels - Ch #1 
0900 & 1100 Servs. 


SCHEDULE : 

Ch #1* 0900 - 1100 
Ch #2: 0930 
Ch #3: 0900 
Ch #4: 1100 




Ch #1: 0900 Bldg 591 
Adult 0950 Bldg 591 
Ch #3: 1015 Bldg 814 
Adult 1015 Bldg 999 
Ch #4: 0930 Bethel 
Manor School 


18. 

PYOC t 

Ch 1, Senior 1900 
Ch 3, Junior 1830 
Senior 1830 
Ch 4, Jr. & Jr. high 
1700, Senior 1800 


COMMUNION : 

Ch 1, 1st Sunday 
Ch 2, 2nd Sunday 
Ch 3, 3rd Sunday 
Ch 4, 4th Sunday 


THU 


FRI 


SAT 


1. 

CHOIR REHEARSALS; 

2. 

3. 

IaOC Disney Film 

Ch #1 Youth Chr 153C 
Junior Chr 163C 
Senior Chr '93C 
Ch #4 Jr. Chr 1515 
Chancel Chr 193C 



8. 

CHOIR REHEARSALS: 
Same as 1 June 1972 
1930 Sunday Schonl 
Teacher's Meeting in 

9. 

10. 

Chapel 3, Bldg 999 



15. 

16. 

17. 

CHOIR REHEARSALS: 



Same as 1 June 1972 


Festival (youth) Ch 
Center 3 

22. 

CHOIR REHEARSALS: 
Same as 1 June 1972 

23. 

24. 

29. 

CHOIR REHEARSAIS: 

Same as 1 June 1972 

30. 



TAC-LAFB, VA I 

















A PRAYER 


0 Lord, make me the instrument of thy peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is discord, union; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light, 

Where there is sadness, joy. 

0 Lord, grant that we seek 

not to be consoled, but to console, 
not to be understood, but to understand; 
not to be loved, but to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

in forgetting that we find ourselves, 

in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen. 

-Francis of Assisi 


MATTHEW 25:31-46 

I was hungry and you formed a humanities club and 
discussed my hunger. Thank you. 

I was in prison and you crept off quietly to your 
chapel and prayed for my release. 

I was naked and you debated the morality of my 
appearance. 

I was sick and you knelt and thanked God for your 

health. f 

I was homeless and you preached to me the shelter of 

the love of God. 

I was lonely and you left me alone to go home and 
pray for me. 

You are so holy and close to God. I am hungry and 
cold. 

You prayed but your prayers were unanswered. 

Where did your prayers go? 

What profit a man if he page the prayer book when 
the rest of the world is crying for help. 

-The Wittenburg Door-August 1971 
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Were you able to identify the Mothers in the 
Bible Quiz which appeared in the May issue of Chapel 
Chatter? Here are the answers: 

1. Rachel (Gen. 35:18-19) 6. Rebekah (Gen. 27:6- 

2. Rizpah (II Sam. 21:8-10) 10 ) 

3. Deborah (Judg. 4:4; 5:7) 7. Ruth (Ruth 4:16) 

4. Elisabeth (Luke 1:60) 8. Hagar (Gen. 21:9-15) 

5. Hannah (I Sam. 1:1-14) 9. Bathsheba (I Kings 

(^^®i!=^=^ POrah (ExocL 18:5) 1 17) 


Vox a-/c 
*?* A* 


New Testament Mothers 


I J Timothy's grandmother 

| j Andrew's brother 

Jacob's father 

_ a Samuel's mother 

Abraham' s nephew 
Jesse's son 

a Laban's daughter - 

the younger one 

Dl 

—--. Ephraim's grandfather 

n 

1^*—^ Aaron's brother 

Arrange encircled letters and find another 
mother. 


(Save your Chapel Chatter and watch for correct 
answers in the next issue) 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO BOOKIE, THE BOOKWORM 


Dear Bookie Bookworm, 

As one lowly worm to another (bookworm that isf 
I would like to tell you how much I enjoy your most 
entertaining and delightful book reviews. In this 
respect I am squirming to know if you have wriggled 
your way through any good books on the number Seven. 

I have noticed on my inner journeys (and some¬ 
times outer journeys) that the number Seven appears 
magically often - i.e. last month's Chapel Chatter 
article about the golden rule in the Seven World 
Faiths. Then there are the Seven Deadly Sins, Seven 
Wonders of the World, Seven Days in the week, Seven 
Against Thebes, Seven Hills of Rome, etc., etc. 

I do hope you don't find this request too gnaw¬ 
ing but my curiosity has me all tied up in knots. I 
would be all aglow if you could recommend a good book 
on this subject. 

Gloria Glowworm 


C 


Excerpts from the excellent sermon given 
by Mrs. Doris Beckley on Mother's Day: 


"Love Is A Many-Splendored ING 
ING... I NEED GOD 

God is Love. I need love. I need 
to love. To be emotionally stable, 
to be a complete or a whole person, 
anyone must be able to tje loving. 

To be compassionate. To be concerned 
for others. We all are aware of the 
need to be loved. But we also need 
to give love. The happiest people in 
the world are those who are concerned 
and doing things for others." 


1972 USAF CHRISTIAN ENCOUNTER CONFERENCE 


Each year the Chief of Air Force Chaplains 
sponsors a Christian Encounter Conference (formerly 
called a Protestant Spiritual Life Conference) at 
each of several selected locations around the country. 
Specially selected staffs provide a five day program 
that includes a planned program for married, single, 
teenagers, and children. The afternoons are re¬ 
served for recreation and tours. The evenings offer 
fun time and talent shows. 

The conference site for Langley personnel is 
Ridgecrest, North Carolina, a retreat center owned 
by the Baptist Church and nestled in the foothills 
of the Appalachia country. 

Total cost is $32.00 per person, age nine and 
above. Children three through eight, $16„00, and 
children two and under - free. An advance regis¬ 
tration fee of $5.00 is required. The Chapel Fund 
offers to assist financially those who are members 
of the Protestant congregation. 

Air Force Regulation 265-1, Par. 24.b. provides 
that military personnel are authorized five days 
permissive TDY once each year. The conference dates 
this year are 31 August - 4 September 1972. 

Mrs. Morris, Chapel Secretary, may be contacted 
at 764-7847 for additional information. She will 


also accept registrations. 

Plan now to attend this spiritually enriching 
opportunity, at very little cost for the whole family, 
at the site of the first Spiritual Life Conference 
some twenty years ago. 

V7* p fff 



Opportunists take now for an answer, 
k Bob Talbert 

You can't shake hands with a clenched 
fist. 

Harry Fleishman^* 1 
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FWOC JEWS 


Chaplain Beckley will be the PWOC 
advisor for the 1972-1973 year. A 
Planning Committee Meeting will 
held sometime in June and PWOC mem 
bers will be notified of special 
summer activities. 


i / Mil1 have a reception honoring Mary 
Chapel 4 will ^ave a P Houseraan , „ho has 

Houseman, wife of P chapel 4 on Sunday 

just returned from SEA, a v 

4 June, immediately £o1 

vice Mary has been active at Chapel h 

^rpast /rye years as orsaniet^etc.,^ 

will soon be leaving Shirley Burnette 

Chapels are welcome to attend._ 


CHAPEL 3 CHANGES HOUR OF WORSHIP 

7 - f i-ho General Protestant Worship at 

The hour of the Genera the first 

Chapel 3 will change from llO^t. o^ ^ first 

Sunday of June and wi change is made so that a 

Sunday in September. be enjoyed since 

more comfortable tempera u schedule was 

Chapel 3 is not air-- con f most effective from the 

employed last summer and was most etreci 

standpoint of attendance and comfort. 
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SAYONARA TO MEMBERS OF THE MUSIC STAFF 

The past several months have brought changes 
in the music staff of the Langley chapels. Mrs. 
Mary Houseman will be joining her husband, Chaplain 
Houseman, in their new assignment at Richards-Ge- 
baur Air Force Base, Missouri. Mary was chapel 
organist at Chapel 4. Mrs. Mary Jo Horner will be 
leaving with her husband, Chuck, Lt. Colonel se¬ 
lectee, for assignment to the "puzzle-palace" 
the Pentagon, Washington, D. C. Mary Jo has been 
organist at Chapel 1. Mrs. Kay Osborn, Chapel 1 
choir director will be leaving at the end of June 
to join her husband at Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio. 
At Chapel 3, Mrs. Janice Birdwell will be moving 
to Arkansas in July. We say "sayonara" to all 
these folks and express our appreciation for their 
contributions to the ministry of music and worship 
in our chapels. May God bless you all , 1 



UNITED METHODIST MEMBERSHIP CLASS 

A ten week course for youth ages 10 years 
and older interested in membership in the 
Methodist Church was conducted by Chaplain 
Beckley in Chapel 1. On Sunday, 14 May 
they were confirmed and received their 
fi* st communion. Congratulations to you 
for completing your course, and may God 
richly bless each one: 

Anna F. Buran E. Sheryl Janson 

Harrison H. Buxton Eddie D. Rumsey 
Richard D. Collins Linda Y. Rumsey 
Jan P. Holcombe Bob S. Sherous 

Lawrence P. Stover 
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LET US PRAY FOR HUSBANDS AND WIVES "Lord,inspire those 
men and women who bear the titles 'Husband' and 'Wives' 
Help themto look to you, to themselves, to one another 
to rediscover the fulnessend mystery they once felt in 
their union. Let them be honest enough to ask: "Whe 
have we been together and where are we going?"Let them 
be brave enough to question: 'How have we failed?' Let 
each be foolhardy enough to say: 'For me we come first.' 
Help them,together,to reexamine their commitment inthe 
light of your love-Willingly, Openly, Compassionately 
Help them, together, to believe how fragile,yet power¬ 
ful—how weak,yet how strong—howimpossible yet attain¬ 
able their love can be. Give 'Husband' and 'Wive' the 
courage to be for each other a person rather than a title." 

LOVE IS THE MOST UNIVERSAL FORMIDABLE & MYSTERIOUS OF 
COSMIC ENERGIES’ 

HAPPINESS IS ANYONE OR ANYTHING AT ALL LOVED BY YOU!!! 

(C. Brown) 


Key 73 scripture readings for this week are: 



13 

Sunday.. 



M 

14 

Monday. 




15 

Tuesday...., 



A 

16 

Wednesday.., 




17 

Thursday.... 



Y 

18 

Friday. 


.3.6-/- 


19 

Saturday..., 




The hourglass reminds the worshiper today that time belongs to both God and 
man. It is God's in that He alone can determine what He means by "a little 
while." He alone can declare an end to this age and these times. But time be¬ 
longs to us too. We have it as a gift to use it well while it is ours. 
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CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 


Langley Air Force Base, Virginia 


13 Kay 197 jK Fourth Sunday of Easter/ 

CHAPLAIn St ^" Fr William 0 1 Donne 11.. 764-7647* .Main Base 

Fr John Baskett.826-5858...Capehart 

Fr Paul Kapphahn.764-7847..Main Base 

Fr Rapheal Drone.H2 TAC 


SUNDAY MASSES ? 
Main-Base: 
Capehart: 
Base Theater: 


(1730 Sat)..0800.1000.1215 

(1900 Sat).1000.1215 

(Guitar Folk Mass).1115 


"DAILY MASSES :, (Except Saturday) 


Capehart: (ftonday, Wednesday, and Friday)..0930 


CONFESSIONS : 

- MairuBaseT' 
Capehart: 
Weekdays: 

BAPTISMS: 


(Saturdays )..1630-1715 

(Saturdays )...1815-1850 

(Main Base and Capehart)..Before Mass 

Next Sunday, 1200 hrs. Chapel #1 


PARISH CHOIR : Meets Wed. evenings, 1930 hrs. Chapel #1 

f CCD :") GRADES 1 thru 9: Sundays at 1100, classes are 
^held at both the Main Base and at Bethel Manor. 
School. 


CLASSES SUSPENDED THIS WEEKEND due to the special CCD 
TEACHERS MEETING AT 1100 hrs in Chapel Center #1 (591) 
Topic : Evaluation of this year’s program and plans for 
next year. All teachers MUST be present!!! 

HIGH SCHOOL CCD ..C-rades 10 thru 12..MEETS THIS SUNDAY! 
...1830 hours in Chapel Center #1 (Bldg 591)....May 13 
The Last meeting of the yearj prizes will be awarded., 
don’t miss this opportunity to talk about next year. 

^ BIBLE STUDY ...This WEDNESDAY...1930 hrs...Bethel Manor 
Call Fr Kapfinahn for details....This Month: Acts 4-11 


GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY is a day set aside to pray for 
VOCATIONS. The Church is In desperateneedcf more priests, 
brothers, and sisters. Only in families where parents 
Live their faith and encourage Christian growth intheir 
ldren can the seed of a religious vocation grow. In 
our readings today Jesus talks about himselfas the Good 
Shepherd, John calls us Gods' Children, and Peter in 
another sermon from Acts proclaims Christ in the face 
of persecution from his own people. 

LET US PRAY FOR PARENTS."Heavenly father you have 

given to men and women the awesome opportunity to part¬ 
icipate in the creation of life, to nurture their Child¬ 
ren, to teach them the values and skills they will need 
as responsible creative adults. Bless Fathers & Mothers 
as they take on the joys and sorrows of parenthood. En¬ 
lighten them to conmunicatean awareness of those things 
that truly count. Strengthen themvhenthey falter. Deep¬ 
en their love for one another no less than for their 
children. Their love must know how to sacrifice, how 
to absorb friction and conflict. Their love is something 
special because it speaks, however haltingly of Yours. 
AMEN" 

."The young need someone to 

Open my ears that much wider so 
thatty talkingto me they may be more willing to listen 
to You. Grait them confidence and guidance where they 
have a right to expect it. I really want their world 
‘ be better than mine. AMEN” 

THROUGH LOVE ONE C REATES HIS CWN PERSONALITY & HELPS 
OTH ERS CREATE THEIRS .. ~ 

LET US PRAY FOR THE AGED.... "They have come a long way 
lord and their journey is just beginning. They've had 
their tasteaf happiness and sorrow.too. They have made 
friends and, sadly, a few enemies. Success here, fail¬ 
ure there. But they did try. They said they were sorry 
for some things that happened. I believe them. More 
important. You do too. Be a merciful father when you 
call them home. AMEN" 


listen to them lord. 


LOVE IS THE ONLY STRENGTH WHICH MAKES THINGS ONE WITH¬ 
OUT DESTROYING THEM! 

















